Format for filing complaint with the NHRC
A. COMPLAINANT’S DETAILS
1. Name: Venkatesh Nayak
2. Sex: Male
3. Full address: Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, #55A, 3rd Floor, Siddharth
Chambers-1, Kalu Sarai, New Delhi – 110 016
4. District: New Delhi
5. State: Delhi
6. PIN Code: 110016
7. Mobile: +91-9871050555
8. Email id: venkateshnayak.ss@gmail.com
B. INCIDENT DETAILS
1. Incident Place (Village/Town/City): Sodia village, Rajkot Taluka
2. State: Gujarat
3. District: Rajkot District
4. Date of Incident: 09/03/2018
C. VICTIM’S DETAILS
1. Name of the Victim: Nanjibhai Meghabhai Sondharva S/o Meghabhai Maganbhai Sondharva
2. Number of Victims: One
3. Full address: R/o Manekvada, Kotada Sangani Taluka
4. District: Rajkot
5. State: Gujarat
6. PIN Code: 360 030
7. Religion: Hindu
8. Caste: Unknown
9. Sex: Male
10. Age: 35 years
11. Whether disabled person: No
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D. Brief Summary of facts/allegations of human rights involved:
The victim, Nanjibhai Meghabhai Sondharva was an RTI activist who had filed RTI application
under the Right to Information Act, 2005 to seek details of road construction in his village Manekvada. On 09 March, 2018, he was attacked by six men armed with clubs because they
allegedly wanted to prevent him from getting access to information about the village construction.
After the attack left him unconscious on the road, He was taken to a Rajkot Civil hospital where
he was declared "brought dead". Details of the incident are in the enclosed news report (Annexe 1). This incident is an attack on and murder of an RTI activist who qualifies to be treated as a
Human Rights Defender.
E. Whether complaint is against Members of Armed Forces / Para Military
No
F. Whether similar complaint has been filed before any Court/ State Human Rights
Commission?
No
G. Name, designation & address of the public servant against whom complaint is
being made
Mahendra Singh Jadeja who is the Sarpanch of Manekvada village is said to hav led the attack
on the victim
H. Name, designation & address of the authority /officials to whom the public servant
is answerable
1. Dr. Vikrant Pandey IAS, District Collector, District Collector, Office, Shroff Road, Rajkot – 360
001
2. Shri A. Sood, IPS, Superintendent of Police, SP’s Office, Rajkot – 360 001
I. Prayer/ Relief if any, sought
The victim’s father Meghabhai Manghbhai Sondharva has caused an FIR of No. I/13/2018 to be
filed on 10/03/2018 at Police Station Kotada Sangani in Rajkot district about this incident
(Annexe 2). He is alleged to have named the Village Sarpanch and his henchmen as being
responsible for the attack on his son. As this is an incident of attack on an RTI activist who was
seeking information about the manner of spending of public funds, the deceased Nanjibhai
Sondharva deserves to be treated as a Human Rights Defender.
The NHRC may please cause an inquiry to be conducted into the whole incident as it has been
doing till date on the basis of this complainant's complaint of murderous attacks on RTI activists
in other districts across the country. This Hon'ble Commission may also please provide
protection to the victim's family. This Hon'ble Commission may be pleased to direct the
Government of Gujarat to take concrete steps to prevent attacks on RTI users and RTI activists
in the State. This Hon'ble Commission may be pleased to direct the State Government to
complete the investigation into this incident of murder without any delay and send the accused
to trial.

Signature of the Complainant
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Printed from

Villager who sought info under RTI clubbed to death
TNN | Mar 11, 2018, 04.00 AM IST

Rajkot: A man who had sought information under the Right To Information (RTI) was clubbed to death by six assailants near
Sodia village of Rajkot taluka on Friday night. Police identiﬁed the deceased as Nanji Sondarva (35), a resident of Manekwada
village, in Kotda Sangani taluka of Rajkot district.
Police have booked six accused in the case on the complaint of Nanji’s father Meghabhai Sondarva, who alleged that his son
was murdered after he ﬁled an RTI application, seeking details of the alleged ﬁnancial irregularities in a newly constructed road
in his village.
“In his complaint, Meghabhai has alleged that Nanji, who was driving to Manekwada from Rajkot on his bike, was waylaid by
Mahendrasinh Jadeja, Narendrasinh Jadeja, Ghanshyamsinh Jadeja, Jitendrasinh, Nirmalsinh Jadeja and Jaga Bharwad, who
rammed Nanji’s bike with their car. When Nanji was toppled to the ground, they attacked him with clubs and iron pipes.
Passers-by noticed Nanji’s blood soaked body and informed Meghabhai, who reached the spot and took Nanji to Rajkot Civil
Hospital, where he was declared brought dead,” an oﬃcial from Kotada Sangani police station said.

Of the accused mentioned in the complaint, Mahendrasinh Jadeja is the sarpanch of Manekwada village. In his complaint
Meghabhai alleged that the accused led by Mahendrasinh killed Nanji as they harboured grudge against him for ﬁling an RTI
application against them.
“When Nanji had ﬁled an RTI application one-and-a-half years ago, Mahendrasinh and other accused had attacked him, his
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/villager-who-sought-info-under-rti-clubbed-to-death/articleshowprint/63249341.cms
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wife, mother, Meghabhai and his other family members. The accused were then booked by Kotada Sangani police station for
attempt to murder,” the oﬃcial added.

Meanwhile, Nanji’s family members refused to accept his body, saying they would not do so till all the accused in the case are
arrested. It was only after the police promised that they would arrest the accused soon that they took possession of the body.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/villager-who-sought-info-under-rti-clubbed-to-death/articleshowprint/63249341.cms
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Slain RTI activist’s 19-year-old son murdered in village
near Rajkot
TNN | May 23, 2019, 04.00 AM IST

Rajkot: Tempers were running high in Rajkot on Wednesday after a 19-year-old class XII student, son of slain RTI activist, was
brutally thrashed to death by a group of people in Manekwada village, 50 km from the city.
The deceased Rajesh alias Raju was the son of Nanji Sondarva, the RTI activist who has murdered in the same village in March
last year. Sondarva, a Dalit was murdered, allegedly for seeking information on ﬁnancial irregularities in construction of road, by
Rajput community members.
Those who attacked Rajesh, a student of city-based Virani High School, are reportedly sons of some of the people arrested for
killing his father.
Rajesh, who stayed in M G Hostel in Rajkot, He had gone home for vacation. On Tuesday night, he and his friend Milan Parmar
were returning home on a two-wheeler when a group of people intercepted them near Bapa Sitaram temple and started
thrashing Rajesh with sticks and pipes. While Milan ran away from the spot, a critically injured Rajesh was brought to Rajkot Civil
Hospital, where he succumbed early on Wednesday morning.
As soon as the news of his death spread, angry Dalit community members blocked the roads at Hospital Chowk near the
statue of Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar. Police had a tough time controlling the crowd and traﬃc was stopped on several roads.
Dalit leader and MLA Jignesh Mewani, who reached Rajkot on Wednesday evening, warned that Rajesh’s body will be taken to
chief minister Vijay Rupani’s residence on Thursday morning if the state government fails to meet their demands.
Talking to TOI, superintendent of police, Rajkot rural, Balram Meena, said, “We have detained six out of the eight persons
named by Rajesh’s family and they are being interrogated. They are the sons of those accused of killing his father Nanji
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/slain-rti-activists-19-year-old-son-murdered-in-village-near-rajkot/articleshowprint/69451267.cms
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Sondarva last year.”
Six people of Rajput community were arrested in this murder case but they got bail from Gujarat high court few months ago.=.
Talking to media persons, Mewani said, “Police should provide the protection to the victim’s family and fulﬁl all other demands
like job and land for the family. If our demand is not met by Thursday morning, we will be forced to take his body at CM’s house
in Rajkot at 10am.”
Mewani also sought investigation into this case by CID (crime) or a special investigation team and that the community must
have a say in appointment of one oﬃcer in the probe team.
Out of the total 1,500 population in Manekwada, there are 150 Patel families, 35-40 Rajput families and around 15-20 Dalit
households.

Issue weapon licenses to Dalits, demands BJP MLA
Rajkot: Lakha Sagathiya, BJP MLA from Rajkot rural constituency, extended support to the Dalits and went on to demand
weapon license for the community people. Seeking forensic postmortem of the victim’s body, Sagathiya said, “Rajesh’s family
had been living under constant fear after his father’s murder. They want to shift to Rajkot for which, the government must give
them a plot, Rs 25 lakh cash assistance and government job for his mother. The government must also bear the entire cost of
Rajesh’s younger brother’s studies.”

He added: “Since the police are unable to provide protection to the Dalits in the village, they should be issued weapon
license.”

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/slain-rti-activists-19-year-old-son-murdered-in-village-near-rajkot/articleshowprint/69451267.cms
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Gujarat: ‘Dalit teen killed for trying to
get bail of his father’s killer cancelled’
Rajesh noticed that one of those accused of murdering his father was roaming freely in his
village, despite having secured bail on the condition that he would not enter the district.

Written by Gopal Kateshiya |Rajkot |Published: June 4, 2019 4:15:22 am
Rajesh Sondarva — the teenage son of Dalit RTI activist, murdered a year ago — was clubbed to
death allegedly by a group of upper-caste Kshatriya men in Rajkot district on May 22 as he had
been trying to get the bail of one of those, accused of murdering his father, cancelled and was not
ready for a compromise in old cases, CID-Crime has revealed. Meanwhile, a local court in Gondal
town sent four of the eight accused in Rajesh’s murder case to judicial custody Monday.
“Rajesh noticed that one of those accused of murdering his father was roaming freely in his
village, despite having secured bail on the condition that he would not enter the district. He moved
the court and this apparently incensed the accused, leading to Rajesh’s murder,” an officer, who is
privy to the investigation, said on the condition of anonymity.
The 19-year-old Dalit was allegedly intercepted by the group of men while he, along with a friend,
Milan Parmar, was returning home in Manekvada village in Kotda Sangani taluka from Rajkot city
and clubbed to death in the wee hours of May 22.
Rajesh’s father Nanji Sondarva was also allegedly murdered by a group of men from Kshatriya
community on March 9, 2018, after he alleged corruption in development projects in Manekvada
village and sought details of criminal antecedents of the accused. Police had booked Manekvadaresidents Mahendrasinh Bhikhubha Jadeja, Ajaysinh Jadeja, Jitendrasinh Chandubha Jadeja,
Jitendrasinh Nirmalsinh Jadeja, Narendrasinh Jadeja and Jagabhai Bharwad for Nanji’s murder and
arrested all of them. However, the Gujarat High Court had granted them bail. Mahendrasinh is
1

husband of Beenaba Jadeja, a sitting Congress member of Kotda Sangani taluka panchayat and
son of then Manekvada village sarpanch Bhikhubha Jadeja.
The Sondarvas said Jitendrasinh Chandubha was granted bail on the condition that he would not
enter Rajkot district. However, he was spotted roaming freely in the village and Gondal town.
“Rajesh had been trying to get his bail cancelled,” the officer said, adding bootlegging in the
village was also a bone of contention between the Dalit family and the accused. “Majority of the
accused have criminal antecedents.”
Police have booked Hardeepsinh Narendrasinh Jadeja, Mahedrasinh and his son Divyarajsinh alias
Kumar, Yashpalsinh alias Akrunbha Ajitsinh Jadeja and his brother Deependrasinh, Dhruvrajsinh
alias Dhanubha Ajaysinh Jadeja, Ajaysinh and Hardeepsinh Bahadursinh Gohil in Rajesh’s murder
case, based on a complaint filed by his younger brother Ajay. While Hardeepsinh, Divyarajsinh,
Yashpalsinh and Dhruvrajsinh were arrested on May 27, Mahendrasinh, Ajaysinh, Deependrasinh
and Hardeepsinh were arrested on May 29.
Police said that Divyarajsinh is son of Mahendrasinh, while Dhruvrajsinh is son of Ajaysinh.
Mahendrasinh and Ajaysinh are the common accused in the murders of both Nanji and his son.
“Ajaysinh had been externed from Rajkot district, while Hardeepsinh had faced action under
Prevention of Anti-Social Activities Act for his involvement in bootlegging,” the officer further said.
Police said the accused had been trying to force the Dalits to strike a truce with them, but did not
succeed. “The Dalit family had filed around half-a-dozen other cases of atrocities against the
accused. This increased the hostilities, leading to Rajesh’s murder,” said the officer.
CID (Crime) said that Ajay was assaulted by plastic fibre handles of shovels. “We have recovered
five such plastic fibre handles of pavdas from the accused. We have also seized eight mobile
phones. According to the primary report of the post-mortem, all the accused had hit the victim on
his lower limbs. This seems intentional. But we are waiting for the final post-morterm report to
ascertain if the victim had sustained any internal injury also,” the officer added.
As police remand of Hardeepsinh, Divyarajsinh, Yashpalsinh and Dhruvrajsinh ended Monday, the
CID (Crime) produced them in a local court in Gondal.
Source:
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/rajkot/gujarat-dalit-teen-killed-for-trying-to-get-bail-ofhis-fathers-killer-cancelled-5763577/
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RTI activist m u r der ed
Ahmedabad, Oct 19 (UNI) Right to Information activist Ratansinh Chaudhary, 30, was killed by
four people near the border town of Suigam in Banaskantha district last Saturday for having
exposed a systematic racket of swindling compensation amount meant for flood-affected people.
According to Suigam police inspector N R Patel, Chaudhary was on way to his farm when four
people attacked him with sticks, killing him on the spot.
KOLKATA, OCT 19 (UNI):- West Bengal
Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi (2nd R)
during the inaugurating at a puja pandal at
North Kolkata on Munday. UNI PHOTO121U

Top New s
I s tolerance and acceptance of dissent on the w ane, questions
P resident
New Delhi, Oct 20 (UNI) President Pranab Mukherjee expressed apprehension about
whether tolerance and acceptance of dissent are on the wane.
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Addressing a gathering in Birbhum district of West Bengal during a function organised
by Nayaprajanma, a local weekly newspaper and Suri Sabujer Abhijan, a cultural
organisation, the President reminded the audience of the teachings of Shri Ramakrishna
Paramhansa 'Jato Mat Tato Path' (As there are a number of beliefs, there are a number of
ways).
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Controversial J & K M LA attacked w ith black ink
New Delhi, Oct 20 (UNI) Three men attacked the controversial Jammu and Kashmir
Independent MLA Engineer Rashid with black ink and paint at the Press Club of India (PCI)
here, police said.
The MLA, who hit the headlines for hosting a beef party, a day before Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly was to take up the beef ban issue, was attacked when he came out of the PCI after
addressing a press conference, demanding justice for the family of a truck driver, who was
killed in Udhampur on rumours of cow slaughter.
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13 feared dead as mini bus falls into gorge in Udhampur
Jammu, Oct 20 (UNI) At least 13 people were feared dead and many others injured when a
mini bus they were travelling in plunged into a deep gorge in Udhampur district of Jammu
and Kashmir today.
"A mini bus on way from Ghodi to Tehsil Ramnagar of Udhampur at 0845 hours skidded off
the road near Dalsar and plunged into a deep gorge when the driver failed to negotiate a
sharp turn," police spokesperson here said.
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Delhi govt recommends to low er juvenile age in rape cases to 15
years
New Delhi, Oct 20 (UNI) As part of steps to ensure safety of women in the national capital
following three incidents of rape of minor girls last week, Delhi government recommended to
reduce the juvenile age to 15 years in rape cases.
Addressing media persons here after a cabinet meeting, Mr Kejriwal said the cabinet has
recommended reducing the juvenile age limit to 15 years in rape cases.
http://www.uniindia.com/rti-activist-murdered/others/news/241352.html
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