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IN THE MATTEROF:

sou Moru WRITPETITION (CIVIL)
No.ll202A
In Re: Contagion of COVID 19 Virus In Prisons

.. PETITIONIER(S)

VERST]S

STATE OF GOA RESPONDE,NT

AFFIDAVIT ON OF STATE OF GOA

I, Venancio Furtado, Inspector General of Prisons,

Government of Goa, Major of age, having my office in the Old

Education Building, l't floor, 18* June Road, Panaji- Goa do

solemnly state on oath and affirm as under:

I am duly authoruzed to file the present Affidavit, &S I am

conversant with the facts of the present case.

2. I say that I am filing this affidavit to appraise this Hon'ble

Court of the decisions taken by the State Government in

pursuance of the directives given in the Order dated

23103nA20, 07 lA5l2}2l and 01/06 12021 by this Hon'ble

Court, which relates to the matters concerning release of
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z
prisoners on parole vis-a-vis number of deaths in Prison

due to COVID-19 pandemic.

3. I say that in pursuance to the directives of this Hon'ble

Court given vide Order dated 2310312020, the Government

of Goa constituted High Powered Committee vide Order

No. 9/ll20l9-HD(GyPF dated 2710312020 with the

members as stipulated in the said Order.

4. I say that the State of Goa has the only functional Central

Jail, at Colvale, Bardez-Goa and that there are no other

prisons in the State of Goa.

I say that Central Jail, Colvale is having capacity to

accommodate 625 inmates. As on the date of the Order

dated 2310312020 of this Hon'ble Court, the actual

occupancy strength of inmates of said Jail was 558 i.e.

139 malelfemale convicts and 419 malelfemale under-

trials.

5. I say that in total, 56 convict prisoners (male/female) were

granted parole in pursuance of the Order dated 23103/2020

of this Hon'ble Court by the High Powered Committee. I

say that they were directed to surrender to Jail in two

batches i.e. on 01/nDA20 and 16/1112020 respectively. I

say that out of these 56 convict prisoners who were

released on parole, 2 convicts jumped parole and 2

convicts were released in view of High Court Order in

Writ Petition No. 255 of 2019 dated 03/0312020 and Writ

Petition No. 26 of 2021 dated 24/0312021.
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6. I say that pursuant to the Order dated 07/A5D021 of this

Hon'ble Court, the High Powered Committee held two

meetings i.e. on 10/05/2021 and 24/05/2021 in order to

examine the situation arising out of 2'd wave of COVID-

19 virus in the State Prison.

7.I say that as on 0710512021, Central Jail, Colvale was

having 539 actual occupancy strength of inmates i.e. 97

male convicts and 5 female convicts. Similarly, 422 male

under-trial inmates and 15 female under-trial inmates.

I say that the High Powered Committee in its Meetirg

held on 10/05 DAX granted parole to 5 1 convict prisoners

who were granted parole during COVID-l9 pandemic last

year for a period of 90 days.

I say that 14 convict prisoners applied for grant of parole

in view of the Order dated A7fi5l2A2l of the Hon'ble

Supreme Court on 0610512021 , 1210512021, 13/05 12021 ,

rulAsDAZl , fin512021 and 18i05 nA27. The applications

were placed before the High Powered Committee in its
meetirg dated 2410512021 . The High Powered Committee

granted initial period of 30 days parole to all 14 convict

prisoners.

I say that the High Powered Committee has granted parole

to 65 convict prisoners till date.

I say that the l]nder Trial Review Commiffee of North

Goa and South Goa District have granted parole to 30
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under-trials and

Committee.

confirmed by the High powered

8. I say that the present occupancy of the said Jail i.e. as on

16/06/2A21 is 458 inmates.

9. I say that one under-trial prisoner namely, yellappa

Karbal died in custody on 16/05/2021 who was tested

positive for COVID-I9 on 14/0512021. As per the

established procedure under Section 176 I (1-A) of the

code of criminal Procedure, 7973, the case is reported to

the chief Judicial Magistrate, panaji. Magisterial Inquiry

into the custodial death of yellappa Karbal has been

initiated.

10. I say that in terms of the provisions of sub Rule (2) of
Rule 398 of the Goa prison Rules, 2006, the Meeting of
the State Sentence Review Board was fixed on

29/04/2021. Due to sudden spike in covlD-l9 cases in

the State of Goa meeting was postponed and held on

16/06/2021- I say that 16 cases of eligible convict

prisoners were placed before the State Sentence Review

Board for review of sentence. The State sentence Review

Board after detailed deliberation and examining each case

recommended 2 cases of eligible convict prisoners for
premature release.

1 1. I say that the vaccination drive was conducted in the

central Jail, colvale to administer first dose of covlD-l9
vaccine. Accordingly, 73 prisonere in the age group of 45
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and aborrc \\'ere \,'&L'cinated and 261 prisoners in the age

grollp of I I ttl ++. I-he rernerining prisoners are being

given counseling scssir)rls to accept COVID- I 9 vaccine.

12. I sa), that irr addition to the above said initiatives of-

Vaccinatiorr Pr"ogranlrne- the Central J ai I has beetr

provided r,r,ith tu:o units of'lvfini Therrnal Fogger Spraver

(HYT-2 ) and Electr"ic Spraver. each., along r+ ith its

accessories. to catl'\' r-rnt the sanitizaticln process on claily'

basis. so as to curb the spr ead of intections among th.

prison inmates.

13, I say' that in total . 32 innrates were infbcted rvith COVID-

19 cluring 2ntt rliave in 2021 ancl all ttese inmates have

recov*r*d" There are no fi:esh cases of COVID- 19

reported as on date"

14" I say that the lirctuzrl corrtents of the fbregoing paragraphs

are derived tiorn the o l-tLcial records to vvh ich t lrave

access and also q,ithin m\j' kno'trrledge and I believe ttre

same to he fi'ue

Solemnly affinned on this 2)"d day' of June, 2A21 at

Ilanai i-

DEPONtrNT
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VERIFICATION:

Verified in Goa on this 22"d day of June 2A21 rhatthe contents

of the above affidavit are true and correct to the best of my

knowledge and belief, no part of it is false and nothing material

has been concealed therefrom.

DEPONENT

\fil'g

Solemnly
Shri / Smt.
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