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WHAT IS AFIRST INFORMATION REPORT?

A First Information Report (FIR) is a written
document prepared by the police when they
receive information about the alleged
commission of a cognizable offence. It is a
report of the information that first reaches
the police about the occurrence of a crime or
crimes, and this is why it is called the First
Information Report.

The police file an FIR only in cases of
cognizable offences. Cognizable offences are
serious crimes for which the police have the
authority to arrest without a warrant, and
start an investigation without the permission
of a judicial Magistrate. Always remember
that if the first information alleges cognizable
offences, the police must register an FIR.

WHY IS AN FIR IMPORTANT?

An FIR sets the process of criminal justice in
motion. As per procedural law, it is only after
the FIR is registered in the police station that
the police can start the investigation of the
case. Also, if the case goes to court, the FIR
will be looked at during trial, soitis important
that the relevant first facts, as much known
by the complainant or informant, are
properly representedin the FIR.

Itis settled law that the registration of an
FIR is mandatory when the first
information received discloses the
commission of a cognizable offence. The
police cannot say that they have to do a





















