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ABOUT CHRI

The Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) is
an international, independent  non-profit organization
headquartered in India. Its objectives are to promote the
practical realisation of human rights in the
Commonwealth. CHRI advocates for greater adherence
to human rights standards.

Presently we work in the following areas:

& Police Reforms

& Prison Reforms

& Right to Information

& Strategic Initiatives Programme

& Reports to the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting (CHOGM)
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{ Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative

B-117, Second Floor, Sarvodaya Enclave,
New Delhi-110017, India
Tel: +91-11-43180200, 43180225-299
Fax: +91-11-2686-4688
E-mail: info@humanrightsinitiative.org

http://www.humanrightsinitiative.org
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: viding free and competent legal services to the
aker sections of society.

ervices offered by the Legal Services Authority:
-« Payment of court and other process fee;

@ Charges for preparing, drafting and filing of any
Iegal% eedings;

gal practitioner or legal advisor;

ning decrees, judgments, orders
cumentsinalegal proceeding;

paper work, including printing,

TO FREE LEGALAID?

sActevery person who has to file or defend
will be entitled to legal aid if he/she is:

‘A member of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes

Poor - this includes people who earn Rs
50,000/- or less for cases to be filed in the
Supreme Court and Rs 25,000/ or less for
casesinother courts

Avictim of human trafficking or beggars
Physically and mentally disabled persons
Women and children

A victim of mass disasters, ethnic violence,
caste atrocity, flood, drought or earthquake.
Anindustrial workman

n custody, including custody in a protective
venile home or psychiatric hospital.
of the Legal S:g;_‘“rvices Authority Act)

arliament passed the Legal Services
Act, which would enable people who |
use of their poverty, caste, creed, gender |
ulnerability do not have the meanstoeither |
> a case or defend a case to get lawyers and to

Ol o

s not enough to fall into one of the
es. In order to secure legal aid the
Services Authority must decide

whether a valid case to prosecute or defend
exists ornot.

Who to approach for free legal aid?

The person who needs free legal aid can approach
the Legal Services Authority at any level- national,
state, district or taluk. The request can be made to:

@ the Senior Civil judge nominated as the
chairperson of the Mandal/Taluk Legal
Services Authority;

@ the Secretary, District Legal Services
Authority at the district level;

@ the Secretary, High Court Legal Services
Committee at the state level;

@ the Secretary, Supreme Court Legal Services
Committee at the higher level;

@ the member secretary of the state legal
services authority;

@ themagistrate before whoms/he is produced; or
@ the custodial authorities, if under detention.

How to approach the Authority?

@ A written application can be made to the
concerned authority

@ Where the person cannot read or write, the
legal services authority will record his/her
statement along with thumb impression. Such
a statementis treated as an application.

@ The person who claims legal aid has to file an
affidavit of his income.

Steps involved in the process:

@ The eligibility criteria and the merits of the
case are examined.

@ |If the application for legal aid is rejected,
reasons shall be duly recorded and also



