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937 East. 451h Streer, |dih Floar, Mew Yok, HY 10017
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Mo, PMENY Hiections HRCOE

HH?WJMMMHMM'IR@MHWW tho Unlied

Nations prasents i colnplisnents o i Pecamanent Mission of all Member Stmes i he
Uliited Mations sod with reforenss 10 e Genaral Aspembly resolotion AJSVLAR has
e hanous o fnforoy thin the Government of Bangladesh han declded th prescin e
candidsture for memberhip of the Human Righty Coonell (HRC) for the rerm 2002
1008, slserions fox which will bo beld en 09 May 2000 tusing the $0% semslug of the
Genarul Astezbly

The Permagent Misslon of Qrpplsdeash, while sccldng sapport for thue

eandidators, g the further hooowr to Righlight the following:

i nghﬂmil:uurmhfimhunlmfnmndﬂmdfﬁuﬁﬂ Rights lix the
peen 2006200,

b. Hangladess's deep commitinend W the promatian and protection of humam nghts

af all it citizeny emanstes fvi i conmlurional obligethen;

. Tuangiasiesh ¥as beea 3t the Torefrout of promurion and protection of il Futnus

nmnm.uﬁuﬂmﬂwmu-mmmmmm
Hmaw:h‘iuhum:am-ﬂwjmmmuh Hghts s,

. Bangladeh s actively and cafstruetively participated in the wirk wf the CHIL

Draritay bier membershiy of the Conrission [rum 1983 ) 20010, Bangiadesh: fully
with the Commistion in fulfillig ity mandate. She underscoped e
of genuine dinlogus and poopemtlon wmong patiops 23 well @ of

capacity building of the Megber Sypter ax eceeniial elermemts towards promeiiat

and prosection of himan rnghlt,

tmwmurmﬁmﬂmmmmmgm&mmmulm.

Bangladeh was atively imvojved b the review process simmg o enhanzing e
eMiciency of the working metheds of Cummission snd proianatize fi work:

I Banglidesh also hosted yeyeial special Rapportews i the recant years L forther

demanstretinn Mhﬂwﬂhﬂ:ﬂmmmpuﬂm“imlmmuﬂhﬁuuﬂﬁnﬂ:

g Al the naticaal l=wel, Bangladesh, = demeaceatic and pluratistio polity; & fully

:amimdmmpmipmﬂgnﬂwm+dmy,xm of lew wtl
promotiin and qeutsetion of Luman right md frndamental fmedom of all her
ttzaiit, With particeler aftention 4o the rights of women, children anet ranorities
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b 1f clocted to the Couml.

|, Basgladesh would fully coopzatz with the Counml i a3 wok of
pzunnﬁmmdmnmﬁmdﬂlmdahﬂmulhdulﬂmﬂ.mpmﬁm
apd papacity bullding

18 Bn@;dmmmumﬂnwdmbcmmHEmﬂummw
pmﬂl:nﬁwnmhmim

M. Banghdesh wonld spdeavomr io futher inteprats toa premotion and
protection of lumam dights e her national devaloguent policy with
speeial atiention to the g of women, childree, minorites and persucs

will disubyliries;

in view of te above uad gaven &2 axeellant Bilaieral (elations and coopertion

hatwass gur govemments and peoples, the Govermment of Bangisdesh would be

for the valuuble suppor: ol your Governments (o e capdideiure of
Dangladesh for alectiva to the W Rights Council for the term 20062008,

The Vermaneni Misiion of the Peoplss Hepanlic uf Bungladesh to the Lwted
Hations availe deedf of thi m:mﬁusmm&rmulﬁnm of all
Mmﬂumtﬂlhdﬂniwlﬂﬂim:hmlﬂinfhﬁglmnmﬂﬂlﬁm

Permunent Misios af all Member Fiates
b fhe Lnited Nationa
Naw York
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PERMANENT MISSION OF BANGLADESH
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

suvy Euit, sni8 Weest, 15th Floor Sew Yirk, N7 8807
ol Pyl e gk = FRE 10w wreamgie D kit visles-ird
anti e v um.inl banpl e

No. PMBNY/Elections/HRC/0G

The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of Banglidesh 1o the
United Mations presents its compliments to the Deparmment of Goneial
Assembly amd Confecence Management of the United Natians in New York and
has the honour to refer o our Note Verhake of even number dmed 21 Musch
2005 anpouncing candidature of Bangladesh to the Human Rights Commel for
the term 2006-2008, the elections (v which are schoduled for 09 May 2006
durins the 60* seasion of the Genernl Assembly

The Permaneat Mission has the fuither honour now 1o glaborate on
Rangladesh’s voluntary pledges owards heman rights i the form of an Ald-
Memoire.

The Permanent Mission would decply appreciate if the Aid-Memoire
is posted in the website as un additional element to the two pages posted
already.

The Permmanent Mission of People’s Republic uf Bangladesh 1o the Unked
Natlons avails iself of this opportunity 1o rensw Lo the Department of General
Assembly and Canfirance Management of tha United Nations in New York the
assurances of its highest consideration. of N LT

5]

Thie Depariment of General Asscmbly and Conference hﬁnnum;&:l'“ =
of the United Malions

General Assembly Affairs

Room #5-2523A

MNew Yark

(Anention: Mr. lon Botnand, Chiel of Bramch, Phone:212 963-2336
Fax: 212 903 4230)
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AIDE MEMOQIRE ON BANGIADESH'S VOLUNTARY I FDGES TOWARDS HUMAN RIGHT®
ITROILUTIN

Pangladesh b cunumitted o cosuring all human tights =crwil, political, econumias, soctal amd
cultural rights. including the righl L developmemt—and fundurmestal freedoms 1o all its citlzens
and withoul any discrimination.

sxh tn commiitted b buldding » ecirty free fmom waploitation i which the fumetameiitil
human rights and freedo, equality sl [mstice, political, e¢onomic and social tiights, ane scurd

Bangladesh believes m indivisitulity, universality, non-selectivity and interdependence of Tiazran
righta We lavour a bolitic approach in ﬂ'ﬁlirﬂpldwﬂhpnﬂﬂﬂﬂmphlhmumﬁ!_hlm
development,

Ir-hm.mn:tmmnmmummmmﬂmﬁlmﬂmhmdhﬂ&mﬂl
freedons of all s citizens fhar Bangiadesh acttvely and comstructively partictpated in U
negotiatons leading up o the creatinn of the Humun Rights Cowncl

Hangladesh served the Copandeston an Hvman Righis, with distinction, during 1973 — 200, and
was elreted 1o the Comumissidn for the term 2006 — 2008,

HILAN RICHTS 1N THE CONSTITUTION 0F BANGLADESH

The cotatitmtion of Bangladesh, which embedies e principles and provisioss of the Universnl
Deciamation wl Human Rights, is the supreme Inw of the fepublic 1L guarantess the following
rights, ampng others, toall i chlmero withoti any derrisialbon

+ Dempcracy and human rights. The Republic <hall be a dempcracy m which fundamental
hmmua.hnmtlﬁ:::lmqmdmpwlnrthdjgrﬁt}-mﬂwuﬂhnﬂlthmmpumﬂmuh
guaranteed and In which effective paticipanon by the people Uuwough their elecied
repressatatives i adminintrstion al all levels shall be mwared

« Provision of basic neeessitios: The provision of the banke swcussitios of Nk, ireluding food,
clothing, shelter, aducation avd medical care are responsililittes of the State.

« Froe and compulsary edocstioa. |he Sgute shill mlopl ellective meavurs for the prrpose ol
sxtablishing & uniform mass=orianted and wnivernsal system of educstian and exdvanding free and
compulsury edwcation to all children.

o« Mon-diserimination: {1} The Sate shall not discrinunate sgainst any citian on grounds only of
religlon. Tace, casle; sex or place of bartl. (2) Women shall have equal rights with men n all
sphwres of the State and of public We. (3) No citisen shall, o grounds only of TACE,
easte, wirx ot place of bisth be sibjected (o wny dizability, lahility; restrsction or con with
regard to scoess 4o any plare of public exilertainmemt ur resort, oF admission to any educstional

institution. (1) Nothing in ths article shall prevent thee State from making speclal provision
favonur of wamen of children or for the advencement of any buckow ard wectiom of chitzens,
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» Rguality of apportenity,

»  Eauality before law.

« Protection of right to life and pesunal lherty,
v Prohibitiun of forced laborn.

s [reedom of movement, of assembly. of snsociation, of theught and eanselence, of speech, of
profession or ncrupation. and of religion,

Rights to property.
ACHEVMENTS OF BARGLADESH {3 FULFILLIN G HER CONESTITUTIONAL OGS TIONS

Rangladech has edn endieayouring 1o meet e eomutsiuiional obligations as well o It mtermational
omuilments towagds prowoting and protectivg luman Aghts of it citizens through, amuong
others, engcting begislitions mid adopting sdininistrative measines 1o implemoent ey, a2 well us
through iplomentotion of several socia-pronommic development programunes. Some of the sepe
takaon by Banglautesh are

«  Hangladesh has, Buough legulathve and exectitive measurss, sawured ftsedsm ol speech mul
cxpression, [peedom of the pross, ared Ieedom of thought snd comscience. Every citiaen enjoys
the right o religion, educahon, ssociation, msscmbly, occupation, trade ¢ic withuul any
Jiscrirnination, Bangladesh has nna of te mokt mdependest print and electeonic muedia i the
werrrlal,

s  Bangladeal has establiabed ftenll us demccratic and plurslistic pality thmugh its anwavering

comunltment 1o the principles and practices of guod governance, democrony, pade of lave, and

and protection of all human rights and fundamenital (rredems of a1l her cltizens with

particular abvention to the rights of women, children, minoritics, disabled and other vulnerable
seetions of her popolativn

»  Banglidesh has made significunt progmss @ cromamis amatcipation af hier people in Lerma of
sustnined veonama growth, mmprovement ol Erx capity incomes indidasing frund goruTity,
enihanerd disaster management capability, and high achievements i social sector parteculasly
veamn gmpowerment amd health carc Including redneed mawenal and child mortality ratos.
Indigenans concupls such as sniero-credit and ponsformal education have plaved significant rolir
for these achieverwnts. A vilmant ¢ivil soclety Inchulling Une RGOS played a complementary
Tobe,

« Bangladesh bulicves that ensurmg the right m cducation 14 an essential step in providing her
people with the right to development. ~Education for All* is, thendore, the Taghest prionty of
vhe Covernment uf Dangladesh, particulaily of the girls. Education for girly up to 120 grade is
iree in Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh is committed o lis fight against cormuption, which she considim an plstacle to
murmg & etier lving standard of hor people. We have seinhlished an Independent Ant-
Cerrption Commusion hraded by a potiredd High Court judge. The Commission can cotnduct

fone e the offences unddf Anti Corruplion Act 2004 amal for th punishalie affrrues
under Preveirtion of Corruption Act 1947 Gaough its own nvestigatlon unit. 11 can also inthate
wun mtn fnvesiigation i any caew of malpractioe

fangladesh, in fullilliog ita nbligation to hurthenng the promution and protection of homan
rights hes decided tn establish an independent Mallonal Human Rights Commission Much
work in this regord has already been dong and the Commiteton is expected o tw functional
soOn

Bavyglndesh is convared That prdiprendenes of judiciary 48 orilical in ensueng oo poveTmanoe
andl rale of Law, and by extension protestion of uman rights and fundamental freedoms of s
citizens. The separation of e Judiciary from the Facutive is curniently wnder sclive process

Banglidisd, behieves that terronasn amithetical to-promobion and protecton of human ghts

s feilfilling her commitment fo fombat YarroTim. she has ratified twobve of the thireen UN
Craventions un teronsm, and is contemplanng constitutional proceduse for the rumaining one

Ghe in also o pary to SAARC {South Asian Associabion for Regonal Covperation) Reglonal
Conwvention for Terronst.

Banghadesh has put in place sppropriale legislitive mueastrey b promote the rights of childrm
and wiomen, focusing matnly on their protection from viclenoe, ahiise, snd diseriminabion. A
Mational Advisory Committer hisi boen sstahlishisd to combat traffickmg. Stringent laws have
bogn enncted 1o protect the wapnm and chidre, @ partieulur girks, trom being trafficked amd
sinssed Thene mclude the Suppression of Immorl Trafficking Act of 19493, the Supprasion of
Vioknoe Aganst Women and Childpen Act 2000, which was amended Lo 2004, Acid Crimes
Control Act 2002 mniEpﬂdrTrdehm-l At 2003

Rungladesh s anr of the few coumries that have a scparate Minkury solely devoted to the
welfnte of women and childsn,

Wﬂtlh-r!‘rhm*hlmmnﬂdlﬁnlmdﬂﬂﬂmﬂppﬂﬂunmuﬂﬂ-hanﬂhrﬁnmtﬂ
fongladesh are women In addition, we have 45 women members in tha 45 awmber
unicarmeral narinnal logisiabure

The nation ulse has n s orodil some {2000 venmen elected members in the local government
buodies

At th pegional level. Bangladish sdbores to the Mathmandu understanding on children
Bongiadesh bas mtificd the South Astan Association for Regional Conperation {SAARC)

Convention on Preventing and Comhating Trafiichiseg tn Womon and Children for 'restitution
n 2002
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PANCLADCN S CONTRIUTION TOTIE FROM PTG AND FEOTFOTION OF HUMAN RICHTS AT GLODAL LEVIL

i G B

i

In different international fors, partcularly at ihe UM, Rangludesh plays i constructive rale
through the promwticn of cooperanon wnd dintogue os well a5 8 comsensus-huilder

Banladesh b & Stale Uarty o more thun 18 major intematonn] human rights metrumente.
inelurcking

niernationid Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

tiermational Covenant oa Economic, Social and Cultusal Rights;

The Conventian on the Rights of thie Child (CHL); and jis two optional

Comvention on e Elmination of All Forms of Oiscrrmination Agnmst Women (CEDAWY and
15 optional prétecal:

nternational Comvention on the Elimtnation of All Forma of Raecial Dgcrmmiatisrn [CHED);
Convention for the Supprestion of the Tratficking & Persons and of the Hxpluitation o Hhe
Prosistutisn of Cithore

7 Canwention an the Preventon and Punishment of the Crime of Ganocide;

i

i

{ntermaticnl Comvention on the Suppoesston and Pundshment of Crime of Apaitheid;
Slaviry Comvention of 1926 and sihmequent protocols

10, Comvention on the Politics] Rights of Women)

11 Comvention on Consent W Marrage, Mmmhmwwﬂcmﬁm:dmrup;qrd
12 Conventiom Agmnst Torture and other Cruel Inhuman of Degrading Treatment of

Dangiadesh (s contmmplating romtitational procedires tn sdhere o the remating internaticnal
husmnan righls instrument.

Banplideah has always actively and conatructively participated i the winek af the Cramumission
an Haman Righr (CHE),

Triring, b nmmnhmmumMthwmuﬂmm,uwm

{ contribation ke the Commission’s woik in {ulfiling s wadate She attached
particulnr importance o the mececily of geouine dialague and CoOpeTation among nabrogs &%
well as capacity building of Member Craten an mecniial elements owards the promotion and
protection of all humn rigghts for all

deat has always extended full cooperation to the human rights ety bodies, and made
good e of thelr advices in iaprroving her humen sghts stfutin.

W's wignificant caniitation o the work of the Commilssion on Human Rights has
carned laurels Sha has hosted, and extrmded full conperation o, meveral special nepporbeuss in
pecent ynars b jurther demonstration of wver willingmess b cosperate with the UM homan rights
sy

Easier Said than Done
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- Bangledesh has fully coopernbnd seith the Commission’s specinl provedures and mechanisms
Game of the recent inberactioms were with:

I TheSpecial Rapporteut on the mdependence of pudges and lawyeni

i ﬂwmspmul Representative of U Gecortary-Goneral on the situstion of human righls
tim

ML The Special Rappartmr on freedims wl relipon or betied;

IV, The Special Rapportenr on the promotion and protection of the right to freedum vl bplion
mind ::q:prﬂlhm..

V., Waorking Group on Enjorced or Involuntary Thsappearmoes;

Vi 'ﬁ'l.l-EPldllﬂh]‘l[luﬂmmlln‘ d;hldwﬂjrmulhlhtn'qWHWHnlﬂﬂlmﬂmlmbh
standard ef phynical snd mental health;

VI Warking Group on Arbltrary Debenti,

VIIT. The Special Ragporteur ot U guiestion af worue;

DX The Special Rapporicur o the sale of ¢haldeca, child prostiotion snd child pornapTaphy

X MEpmndhprurmuwlimﬁmnfhmnﬂ;hhmd fundamental lrecdoms of
indigenoas people;

X]  The Special Rapportear on adequate housing 4% & componmt of te dght to an edequate
standard of hving and

NIl The Speclal Rapposleous on the right to jood

»  Bangiadesh is a leader in UN peacelkecping, Our sidices ae working In difficult ciscumstances
to protect the lines and hman rights of peoples in conllict situations, particularly women and
children. Thé UM Secretary-General has nghtly sald that Banglodesh in o model member of the
UM providing leadership amang, tha least Jduveboped countries and other fomims aml
contributing sulstantially w peacekerping and et s OpeTations.

VOLUNTARY PLEDGES

B i4 from this perspective that Hangladesh has proposed her candidature for election to thie miw by
cronted Human Rights Councll, Ste hopes that through cooperation and dinlogue as well o
through promokng capacity building of the States, Bangladesh will be able 1o tuild on the paar
wchibeverments and contribuie more aml oo B the mandated task of the Couretl, Rangladesh
woild ulilizs Uie sppoartanity o (usthe promte and pratect all human rights both at home anud
abroad.

1 ileched b the Human Rights Council, Bangladesh would:

I Fwtend il f.,mﬂrfnupmumhuucﬂmﬂmmwwkdﬂmpfmdmr.dpm.mnr-n
human rights and fmdamental freedams fr all without distinction of sny kind and in a iz
and equal et

i  Support the Council in it werk guided by the prindples of wniversality, tmpariiality.
aljectivity wnd nomeslectivity, sunsliuctive international dialogue and cooperation

I Emphatise on meaningful dialogue and coaperatiom with the Mumber States, a well a4 on
advisory services, technical wsistance and capacity building required 1o fullil ther human
rigghes ohligatiorm.
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V. Actively participate m the Council's work o review and pationalise and improve the
Commisshor’s mandate, mechanisma, lunctions and reponsiinlities.

v  femnm prepsred (0 be reviewed under the universal puredic review mechanism during s
e o e Connicd] wnder torma, condlitans and modalities to be developed by the Conncil.

vl Continue ite journey towands development of is enbise le with particular alicntion to
t oof wonsen and ther wilneratde gections of the populalion, primardly through
the application of indigenosit ermowpds.

VIL. Stangthen its fight agaunst corruption amd also against berropisn, Bhe would contmue b
ermure indepradence of the Anti-Cormuption Commiasio.

Vil Intenwify Uis efforts, while framing its natiooal policics anid strategies, bo uphuld the
findamental principles mchrined in the conatitution. those of the Universal Dechirbon of

Hisenan mghmuwﬂlnu:-mdlh:muhmlmdﬂpﬂ human righly instnimenis o
wiirh she ls a party.

¥ Stengthen s efiorts o owe its nhligntions under the teeaty bodiv to which she is a party.
Contemplate adhering to the remalning imternalbonal and regiomal human rights mstrumenks

x| Contme tocoopérate with the special proceduns al prechaniscas of the Councll with » view
i fugther tmprove lte huma ight mituations.

w11 Ceomtioue o promobe the constructive rete af e NGO in the vwark of the Coundll, and would

strive to pramote effective participation of the MCOs from doveloping couniries i the work of
the Council.

WIIL Endeavour o furthes integrone e promotion and protection of human rights. and
fundamentul freednm inte her nationsl policis, Bcluding that on development anid poverty
eraddication, with special focus on the rights of weomen, childrem, wikoorities and persans with
Adzalilithes

STV, Continme to work towards further strengthening and ponsalidating the tathtutional structuses
that promobe good governance, democracy, Hrman rights and nule of law.

AWV, Continue to endaavour, through i cutional development policies, ton e provimiua of the
bashe necessitics of her peaple cluding faod, clothing, sheher, education aind primary health
care.

XV1. Estabilish tha Nationnl Hyman Rights Comnlssion s soon as possible,

MVILSeparabe thi pcicnry and the wmecative se oo s feasible

R
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BANGLADESH 2009

United Nations A/63/842

=R\, General Assembly Distr.: General
\\(l ‘\} 5 May 2009
S

Original: English

Sixty-third session

Agenda item 104 (c)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs
and other elections: election of eighteen members
of the Human Rights Council

Letter dated 4 May 2009 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i.
of the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the General Assembly

I have the honour to state that Bangladesh has floated its candidature to the
Human Rights Council for the term 2009-2012. I enclose an aide-memoire on the
voluntary pledges made by Bangladesh towards the promotion and protection of
human rights in accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/251 (see annex).

The Permanent Mission of Bangladesh would be grateful if the present letter
and its annex could be circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under
agenda item 104 (c).

(Signed) Abdul Alim
Counsellor

09-32543 ﬁEr 070509 ﬂ
RV 00 e vy
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A/63/842

Annex to the letter dated 4 May 2009 from the Chargé
d’affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of Bangladesh to the
United Nations addressed to the President of the General Assembly

Aide-memoire on Bangladesh’s voluntary pledges towards human
rights: Human Rights Council elections, May 2009

Introduction

Bangladesh is strongly committed to the promotion and protection of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms. Its commitment to promoting and
protecting human rights flows from the realization that the well-being of the people
can only be ensured through effective enjoyment of all human rights by all.

Bangladesh has been endeavouring to build a society that is free from all forms
of exploitation and in which human rights, fundamental freedoms, equality and
justice are secured. Bangladesh holds that all human rights are universal, indivisible,
interdependent and mutually reinforcing. However, for a country like Bangladesh,
economic, social and cultural rights, and, most importantly, the right to
development, are of paramount importance. It believes that the realization of these
rights will help ensure enjoyment of a whole range of human rights, including civil
and political rights. With this conviction, Bangladesh participated actively and
constructively in the negotiations leading up to the creation of the Human Rights
Council and subsequently became one of its founding members.

Bangladesh is seeking re-election to the Human Rights Council for the term
2009-2012.

If elected, Bangladesh will continue its efforts, together with others, to make
the Council an effective, efficient and credible defender of human rights worldwide.

Constitutional framework

The Constitution of Bangladesh, which embodies the principles and provisions
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is the supreme law of the Republic.
It guarantees human rights to all its citizens without any discrimination.

The fundamental rights envisaged in the Constitution of Bangladesh reflect the
human rights prescribed by international human rights law. They include, among
others, the right to equality before the law and equal protection of the law;
prohibition of discrimination on grounds of race, religion, caste or sex; the right not
to be detrimentally affected in respect of life, liberty, body, reputation or property;
freedom of movement, of assembly, of association, of thought and conscience, of
speech, of profession or occupation, and of religion; prohibition of forced labour;
and equal opportunity in public employment.

The Constitution also sets out the fundamental principles of State policy. It
requires the State to be a democracy. It also requires the State to ensure, inter alia,
women’s participation in national life, free and compulsory education, public health,
equality of opportunity, work as a right and duty, rural development and the
promotion of local government institutions, and respect for international law. The
Supreme Court of Bangladesh has, on a number of occasions, upheld these
fundamental principles in protecting the rights of the citizens of Bangladesh.

Easier Said than Done
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In terms of affirmative action, the Constitution of Bangladesh states that the
State is allowed to make special provision in favour of women or children or for the
advancement of any backward section of citizens.

Achievements/progress made in the area of human rights

Bangladesh, despite its varied constraints, is determined to fulfil its
constitutional obligations and its international commitments through a variety of
legislative and administrative measures as well as socio-economic development
programmes. It has also made sincere efforts to fulfil the pledges it made during
Bangladesh’s election to the Human Rights Council in 2006, including in the areas
of poverty eradication; socio-economic development; women’s empowerment;
education, particularly of girl children; anti-corruption measures; separation of the
judiciary from the executive; and the establishment of the National Human Rights
Commission. Some of the accomplishments are enumerated below:

Fundamental rights: Bangladesh has, through legislative and executive
measures, ensured freedom of speech and expression, freedom of the press, and
freedom of thought and conscience. Every citizen enjoys the right to religion,
education, association, assembly, occupation and trade. It has one of the most
independent print and electronic media in the world, which has been playing a
critical role in promoting and protecting the human rights of the citizens of
Bangladesh as well as in ensuring good governance.

Good governance: Bangladesh has established itself as a democratic and
pluralistic polity through its deep commitment to good governance, democracy, the
rule of law, and the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all citizens, with particular attention to women, children, minority
communities, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable sections of the
population. The parliamentary elections of December 2008, local government
elections, the separation of the judiciary from the executive, the strengthening of the
Election Commission and of the Anti-Corruption Commission, the enactment of the
Right to Information Act and the establishment of the National Human Rights
Commission are some of the measures adopted by the Government in establishing a
culture of accountability and transparency in governance.

Socio-economic development: Bangladesh has made significant progress
towards the socio-economic emancipation of the people in terms of sustained
economic growth, per capita income, food security, disaster risk reduction
capability, and high achievements in the social sector, particularly women’s
empowerment, the education of girl children, infant and maternal mortality rates,
and access to safe drinking water as well as to primary health care. Home-grown
concepts such as micro-credit and non-formal education have played a significant
role in overcoming the resource constraints that Bangladesh regularly faces in the
implementation of its development programmes. A large community of
non-governmental organizations and a vibrant civil society have been playing a
significant complementary role by way of working in an ever-stronger partnership
with the Government.

Education: Bangladesh believes that access to education for all is an essential
step in the direction of the enjoyment of human rights by all. “Education for All”,
with particular emphasis on girl children’s education, has always been an important
tool in Bangladesh for ensuring the unhindered enjoyment of human rights by its
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people. The Government has made primary education free and compulsory for all
children. It provides free education for girls up to class 12, the stipend for girls in
rural secondary schools and free books for all children at the primary level. The
Government runs a Food-for-Education/Cash for Education Programme providing
food rations to poor primary-school children in rural areas.

The Government is now working to reduce school dropout rates, with a target
of reaching a 100 per cent net enrolment rate by 2010, and to rid the country of the
curse of illiteracy by 2013. The Government will also make education up to degree
level (tertiary) free.

Empowerment of women: Women in Bangladesh are increasingly assuming
leadership roles at both the national and the local levels. The new Government is
headed by a woman Prime Minister, and her cabinet includes women ministers with
important portfolios — foreign affairs, home affairs, agriculture and labour. The
leader of the opposition, who happens to be a former Prime Minister, is also a
woman. Nineteen women candidates were elected to the Parliament through a direct
vote in the December 2008 general elections. With the 45 reserved seats, women
representatives occupy more than one fifth of the Parliament.

Women occupy one third of the reserved seats for direct election in all local
bodies, including municipal corporations. They also have reserved but directly
elected representation in Upazilla (subdistrict) Councils. Women in Bangladesh
enjoy 10 per cent job quotas in Government services. The participation of women in
the formal labour market has significantly increased owing to changes in livelihood
patterns and economic expansion. The labour force in the ready-made-garment
industry is constituted almost exclusively of women workers.

Combating violence against women and children: Bangladesh has enacted
appropriate legislative measures to promote the rights of women and children and to
protect them from violence, abuse and discrimination. Bangladesh has a separate
Ministry devoted to the welfare of women and children. It is a party to the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Convention on Preventing
and Combating Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution.

The Government has undertaken policy measures to implement the Beijing
Platform for Action. The National Policy for the Advancement of Women and the
National Action Plan for the Advancement of Women are two significant initiatives.
The principal focus has been to eliminate gender disparities in the areas of law,
economics, politics and the family.

Bangladesh has taken resolute action to stop violence against women. One-
Stop Crisis Centres (OCCs) have been established in all six Divisions for victims of
violence. These centres provide victims with emergency medical treatment, police
assistance, legal aid and shelter facilities. Non-governmental organizations are
working closely with the Government in raising awareness on preventing violence
against women.

Bangladesh is one of the early signatories to the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child. Bangladesh has a National Plan of Action against the Sexual
Abuse and Exploitation of Children, including Trafficking. A draft has been
prepared on the National Social Policy on Alternative Models of Care and
Protection for Children, aimed at harmonizing national laws on juvenile justice with
the Convention.
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Pursuant to its commitment to eradicate child labour, the Government is
finalizing the National Child Labour Policy. Bangladesh has eliminated child labour
from the ready-made-garment sector, the country’s largest industrial sector. It has
now embarked on a Time-Bound Programme (TBP), which is primarily a plan of
action for eliminating the worst forms of child labour.

Social safety net: A wide range of social safety net programmes have been put
in place to address the multidimensional challenges faced by the poor and the
vulnerable. Special measures have been taken to address the feminization of
poverty. These include the Allowances Programme for Widowed, Deserted and
Destitute Women; a pilot programme on Allowances for Poor Lactating Mothers and
a Maternal Health Voucher Scheme; and a Community Nutrition Programme. The
Vulnerable Group Development (VGD) Programme, one the most successful
development initiatives, has a nationwide outreach, covering nearly 750,000 poor
rural women.

National Human Rights Commission: In fulfilment of the pledge it
announced during the 2006 Human Rights Council election, Bangladesh established
an independent National Human Rights Commission in 2008 following the
guidelines of the Paris Principles. The three-member body is presently headed by a
former Supreme Court judge and includes a woman from civil society as well as a
representative from the minority community. The Commission receives and
investigates allegations of human rights violations from individuals and groups. It
will also monitor the overall human rights situation in the country and make
appropriate recommendations.

Separation of judiciary from executive: Bangladesh is convinced that
independence of the judiciary is critical in ensuring good governance and the rule of
law, and by extension, the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.
The Supreme Court of Bangladesh has always enjoyed independence in its
functioning. However, the subordinate judiciary has been criticized for being under
executive influence.

In order to ensure the independent functioning of the judiciary, and in
fulfilment of the pledge made during the 2006 Human Rights Council election,
Bangladesh recently completed the process of the full separation of the judiciary
from the executive. It is expected that an independent judiciary will have far-
reaching implications in terms of improving the human rights situation in the
country.

Fight against corruption: Bangladesh is committed to its fight against
corruption, which it considers an obstacle to ensuring a better living standard for its
people. As pledged during Bangladesh’s 2006 election to the Human Rights
Council, the Rules of Procedure of the Anti-Corruption Commission have recently
been reformulated, providing the Commission with greater independence and
authority. The Commission is equipped to conduct investigations and take legal and
other measures for preventing corruption. Bangladesh is also a party to the United
Nations Convention against Corruption.

Right to information: Bangladesh believes that exercise of the right to
information by its citizens is an essential element in ensuring good governance by
way of making the Government accountable for its actions or inaction. It has
recently adopted the Right to Information Act empowering people to seek
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information from relevant Government agencies on matters of public interest. A
focal point has also been designated in each organization in this regard.

Fight against terrorism: Bangladesh believes that terrorism and extremism
are anathema to the enjoyment of human rights and that terrorism is the worst form
of human rights violation. It, therefore remains resolute in its relentless campaign
against international extremism and terrorism. Bangladesh is party to all
13 terrorism-related United Nations conventions, a testament to its commitment to
fighting terrorism in all its forms and manifestations. At the national level,
Bangladesh has undertaken several legislative and administrative measures to curb
this menace and has ensured their effective implementation. At the regional level,
Bangladesh is a party to the SAARC Regional Convention on Suppression of
Terrorism as well as to its Additional Protocol.

Contribution at the global level

Bangladesh plays a constructive role in the international arena through
promoting cooperation and dialogue, particularly at the United Nations.
Bangladesh’s constructive and cooperative role at the Human Rights Council has
earned laurels from all quarters. It strives to build consensus on important issues in
different international forums. Some of its undertakings are as follows:

Human rights instruments: Bangladesh is a State party to all major
international human rights instruments, including the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights; the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights; the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its two optional
protocols; the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women and its optional protocol; the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination; the Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others; the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment; the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide; the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid; the Slavery Convention of 1926 and subsequent protocols; the
Convention on the Political Rights of Women; and the Convention on Consent to
Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of Marriages.

Bangladesh has also become party to the United Nations Convention against
Corruption and to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its
optional protocol.

Human Rights Council: Bangladesh is a firm supporter of the United
Nations. In the area of human rights, it attaches high importance to the Human
Rights Council, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, the treaty bodies, the special procedures and other human rights
mechanisms.

Bangladesh, as a current member of the Human Rights Council, participates
actively in its work. It is cooperating with other United Nations Member States,
civil society representatives and special procedures in order to make the Human
Rights Council an effective, efficient and credible human rights body.

Bangladesh was actively engaged in the negotiations leading up to the
establishment of the Human Rights Council. Later, it made significant contributions
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to the institution-building process of the Council and in the reform of the United
Nations human rights machinery. It contributed to developing the terms of reference
and modalities for the wuniversal periodic review. Bangladesh also made
contributions to the review, rationalization and improvement of the system of
special procedures and other expert mechanisms of the Council.

Human Rights Council mechanisms: As pledged during its 2006 election to
the Human Rights Council, Bangladesh has undergone its first-ever universal
periodic review in the Council on 3 February 2009, during its tenure in the Council.

Bangladesh has been cooperating with the human rights treaty bodies and
made good use of their advice on improving the human rights situation in the
country. Bangladesh has so far hosted several special rapporteurs, demonstrating its
willingness to cooperate with the United Nations human rights machinery. Some of
them have included the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and
lawyers; the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of
human rights defenders; the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief; the
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances; the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of
the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention; the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment; the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography; the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people; the Special
Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard
of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context; and the Special
Rapporteur on the right to food.

Dialogue for promotion and protection of human rights: Bangladesh has
been advocating dialogue as the most effective means to promote harmony,
tolerance, mutual respect and solidarity among different faiths and cultures. It has
been submitting, for many years now, an annual resolution on “Culture of peace” in
the General Assembly, with huge support from the United Nations membership.

Bangladesh and United Nations peacekeeping: Bangladesh is a leader in
United Nations peacekeeping. Its commitment to United Nations peacekeeping
flows from Bangladesh’s commitment to contribute to the maintenance of
international peace and security as well as to uphold the values on which the United
Nations was founded. Its soldiers are working in difficult circumstances in many
post-conflict situations to protect the lives and human rights of peoples, particularly
of women and children.

Voluntary pledges towards human rights
Bangladesh makes the following pledges:

At the domestic level, Bangladesh will:

« Intensify its efforts, while framing its national policies and strategies, to
uphold the fundamental principles enshrined in the Constitution of Bangladesh
as well as those of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other
international and regional human rights instruments to which it is a party
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* Continue with its agenda for the overall development of its people, with
particular attention to the eradication of poverty, the provision of universal
primary education, the curbing of corruption and the empowerment of women,
children and other vulnerable sections of the population, primarily through the
application of home-grown concepts

Enhance efforts to ensure the provision of basic necessities to its people,
including food, clothing, shelter, education and primary health care as a means
of effectively enjoying all human rights

Intensify efforts for the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform of Action, the Copenhagen Declaration and Plan of Action, and the
outcomes of other major United Nations international conferences and their
follow-up meetings

Ensure that no extrajudicial or extra-constitutional methods are applied in
dealing with persons accused of any criminal activities, and follow a policy of
zero tolerance for any extrajudicial or extra-constitutional methods

Work towards further strengthening and consolidating the institutional
structures, including the National Human Rights Commission, the
Anti-Corruption Commission, the Election Commission and the local
government institutions, which promote good governance, democracy, human
rights and the rule of law

Preserve and further the independence of the judiciary and freedom of the
press

Strengthen further the capacity-building and training programmes in the field
of human rights for law enforcement officials, judges, public prosecutors,
lawyers, journalists, parliamentarians and the media

Enhance efforts to eradicate child labour and adopt a national policy on
eliminating child labour

Consider adhering to the remaining international and regional human rights
instruments through developing consensus within the society

Strengthen efforts to meet its obligations under the treaty bodies to which it is
a party through the effective implementation of relevant national programmes

Continue to cooperate with the special procedures and mechanisms of the
Council with a view to further improving its human rights situation

Invite some Special Rapporteurs to visit Bangladesh at mutually convenient
times

Remain prepared to undergo its second review under the universal periodic
review mechanism, as and when it becomes due

Strengthen further the partnership of the Government with non-governmental
organizations and civil society in the promotion and protection of human rights
for all.
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At the international level, Bangladesh will:

» Continue to extend its fullest support to the Human Rights Council in its work
for the promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms without distinction of any kind and in a fair and equal manner

» Continue to support the Council in its work, guided by the principles of
universality, impartiality, objectivity, non-selectivity and international dialogue
and cooperation

« Strengthen further its constructive engagement and cooperation with other
members of the Human Rights Council as well as with the observer member
States to make it an effective body for the promotion and protection of human
rights

* Continue to support the work of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights in fulfilling its mandate

 Continue to support United Nations agencies, programmes and funds that can
facilitate the promotion and protection of human rights

» Continue to promote the realization of the right to development as an
inalienable right of all peoples and support ongoing efforts to further develop
the concept and its operationalization.

09-32543 9
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cours de la &0 session de 1’ Assembliée Générale.
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& Drepuis son sccession & In Mapisroure suprime, le Président Paul Biva
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1a libertg de communication, Ia liberé d'oxpression, |a Hberd de presss,
de réunian, d'associabion, la liberie syndicale et e droft de préve,
|a protection ¢l I'encouragement de ia famille,
la protection dc la femme, dég jeuncs, dés personnes Opées e des
pertonmes handicapdes,
lc droir & V'insmructdon de 1'enfans,
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6.2%) Ceme Constirtion facilite aussi |"ntégralion des conventions
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6.3%) Enfin grice b ls réforme constitutionnelle du 18 [anvier 1996, In
Judtics emmerounaige a vic sceroire sa capactid 3 parantir les droits do 1"homme et
les lberés fondamentales ot & sanerionner les violationk.

B/ Aux plans pénal et nstitutionpel

nde iy

7 Le code pénal cameroundls prévodt ¢ réprime los infractions portant
afginte anx drodls fondamentaux de 1 homme.

% Toutl octe discriminatome 3 1'égard des personnes ou de roupss ou
d‘organisations ¢s: réprime.

9 Le cods pénal, le oode d'instruction eriminel, le code civil et [ code de
procidurs civil assurent 1"&galité d"acodi devant les tribunaux 4 tous les cilovens.

.2, Divers comlits mis cn_plucg

10 Deputs Jum 1998, il » &6 matitvé un Comité fichniyue Chagé de
suivee des inatruments misrmalionau relalits aud droits de 1'nomme st libertes,
Ce Coamité facilite &t peépare 1a signature desdits instruments et veille & In mise
en euvre des obligations conventionnelles gul =n déconlent 11 o*agit d'une
strucivee de premvier plan en vee de 1'occepration &t du regpeer du droir
international, Came insmanze vient compléter er appuyer le Comvté Nutioml des
Draits de |"Homme ef des Liberiéa,

11 U'n Comird watlonal des drodts de P'homme er dey iheredy p G1d crdé
par décret n*80/1459 du § povembre 1990 il & pour misslon In défense r I
promotion des droité de 'homme et des liberiés. A ce tire, || regolt toute
dénonciation des crs de violarions de ces drodts e libertis et procéde 8 cel effol &
das enguites et imvestigarions. 11 éde jonte question qui sz rappois 4 L délense
st A |a promaotion des drodix de | homme. et vulganse les mstroments relatils & ces
droiis.

€/ Mesures de eenforeement du respeet des drolia humaing

12 D'autres importasics mesuies domt prévues qul viennent, nu quotidien,
renforcer I reapect et la protection des drodrs de \"homme,
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Le multiparisne insilind oy Cameroun dépuls 1990 ezt {ntdemal. Mus
d'une centaine de partis politiques fonctionnent en foute liberié sur
I"enzemble du lermioire national.

La libert€ de prease est garantie et le pays comple & ¢& Jour plus d'une
centaing de nfres de jouman privés of plusicurd stahons privées de
radio ef tildvision,

L'Emyr camergunpis sasure In protecion des mimoritds oy préserve leg
droiiz des papulations aulnchtones,

Lex efforie déployis par le Camenoon & (2vear de la promotion el de e
protection des droils de I'homme sonl appréciés por les mombreus
gtrangers vivant su Cameroun ct domt le nombre ne cesse daugmenter,
Le Camecroun on wertu de cctte politique d'accueil of de reepect des
droits de ["homme constinee pour les nombreuses populations qui fulent
Iz pove africains en conilis yne torme de prédilaorion,

Far ailleurs, lo Cameroin purticipe sctivement aux traviux du Comitd
des droitd de 1"honene 4 que il adresse régulidrement led mapparts requis
Son engagement en faveur du respect des droits de | "hoame lul 2 valu &
mainiés repriges lex felicitationg du Comilé contre In torture, ¢! les
recammandations dudit comitd constituent des pringipes dirseteuts paur
les autoritds comeroumaises en In maribee,

Bicn que prévue dong lo Code pénal de 1955 (tout comme domg le
nouvesy Code de procédure péoale du 12 julllet 2005), la peine
capitale, dans les tails, 0’2 pas 68 mise & exécubion depuis 1984,

Depuls plusicurs années, le Cameroun développe une campagne de
vulparigation <o ingruments [nternationaux relatifi maux droite de
*harmne, & mavers dos séminaines, conférences et prellers, 1a formation
ies policien, gendarmes et militaires.

Dans Yes différents miveaua d'ensergnement, seni prévus des courp sur
les drotts de |'homme et gur le dooit humamitaire. L'objectifl visé ext
I"acquigition par toue les camerounais de egtie vintable culiure du droil
el surtoul des droitk de homme dont les (ondements omtl éx
patienyment <f obstinément mis en place par le Présidont Paul Biyi

POLITIQUE DE COOPERATION EN MATIERF, Brs Daoits
HUMAINS

12 Fon de cetie expérience, le Cameroun conjugue ses efforis aves leos
ltais de la région ot coux membros des Nations Unies pour hiter |'ovinemam
dune sociél respeciuguss de s persanne humaing et de 24 drolls.
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1 Sur le plan sous-réglonal; 18 Canergun est co-initatzur du Centre Soua-
régional pour les Droits de "Homme el la Démocrane on Afriqgue Contrale. Co
Cenire qui a &t créd en 2001 ot qui » son mdge & Yaoundé, a pour objectif de
coninbucr g renforcement ded capacilés pour 1a promotion ¢l la protection des
dromts de I'bomme ef d'appuyer la création d'mstitutions nahooales et leur
renfireentent | il ceuvre dgalement en faveur du développement d'une culture des
droits de 'homme ¢t de 1o démocrane en Afrique Centrale afin de prévenit les
cotiflity &t de promouvelr une peix & un dévelappement durnbles

15 Sur le plan contiventnl afrienln, lo Cameroun oxt pomie & In Charre
Africarne des droits de ["homme et des peuples gu'il o du resie intéprée dans:
Conatitusron. Par millewrs, il est partie & la Cour Africaine des droits de 1 homme;

16 Au nivenu mondial, e Cameroun, qui esl attaché 4 16 primauie du
dront dans les relatons enteg les Glats <t entre les peuples, est fier d'avorr ratifié 1a
guagi-tomlitd des ingrruments intemationanx de protection des deojts de 'hormme,

16.1%) &I ext partic aux conventions cl-aprex ;

= La Déclaratlon Uiniverselle des droita de ' hamme

- La Convention mternationele sur "&limination de toues les formes de
discriminafion racinle, adoptée 3 New York le 7 mars 1966 ¢
Le Pacte intemational relanif aux droits économigues, sociaux gt culurels
adoplé. @ Now York e 16 décombre 1966

= Le Pacle intermational relatif sux dvoits civils ot politlques, adoptd 4 New
Yark le 16 décembre 1966 |

« Le Protocole facultatif e capportent 2u pacte intemational relatif aux droits
civils el politiquey, adopté & New York lc 16 décombre 1966 ;

= Ls Convention sur |'impreseriptibiliré des crimes de guerre ef dos erimes
conre 1" humanité, ndaptée & New York le 26 novembre 1968 ;
La Convennon intermafionnie sur |"élimmatiom et In répression du cnme
d opariheid, sdoplée 4 New York le 30 novembre 1973 |

= La Convention sur T'élimination de toutes les formes de disenmination &
"épard des femmes, adoplée 3 New York le | B décembre 1979

» Le Protocole feultalif a la convenlion sur I"limiation de boutes e
formes de dlserimination & I'égard ded femmes, adoptée & New Yotk le ©
octobre 1999 .

- La Coavenrion enmire Ia tomure e sutres peines ou tmiements arusls,
Inhumaing ou dégradants, ndoptée & New York le 10 déeembre 1984

Easier Said than Done
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= Lo Convention relative sux drosts de enfant adopiée & New York 1¢ 20
novembee | 989

- Le Protocole de 1953 amendant ln convention reintive & (‘ezciavage de
1936

= La Convention relatlve au stmiur des réfupgids «

- La Convention supplémentaive relative & |'sbalition de I"esclavage, de 1o
traite ded esclaves et des institutions et protiques anologues & |'eselavage |
La Convention powr In répression de la tmiie des 8ires humaing, oc
|'explodlution el de la prostitution d*autru ,

» L'amendement au paragraphe Z de I'article 43 de [a conveniion relanive
aux droils de Venfant adopté 4 New York Ie 12 désembre | 995,

18.2°) EBn attemlanl leur ratification, le Comerown o délé sipnd les
IRYIFUITERTS Cl-pres §

= La Conventlom internaticnale contre 1"apartheld dans les sporis, adapide 4
New York Ie 10 décembre 1985 ;

= le Protocole feculmiid & In convention relative aux droits de 'enfant,
concernant 1'implication & enfants dans led confli armés, sdopté 3 New
York le 75 mal 2000 ;

- l& Prowcole facultatif 4 la convention relative aux droits de 1'enfant
cancemant la vente denfmis, In prositution des enfanss e iz pormagraphie
mitiant en scéne des enfants, adopté § New York le 25 mai 2000

16.3%) Le Carmeroun est {iec d'avoir trés 15t plaldé ef ccuveé en Giveur de la
ceéation de da Cour Pdnale (mernationsle dond o et "un ded promiers
SignainTes,

I~ LES ENGACEMENTS FUTURS DU CAMEROUN A L'EGARD LES DROITS
HUMAINS

17 En dicidamt de présenter aa condidomnure wux élections nu Consell des
Pmitz de I"Homme, 1¢ Cameroun entend confirmer sa détermmation & poursuivre
résolument a2 politique d'épanouizsernent de |2 personne humaine ainsi que de la
promation el Ju respect de ses droiis of Vibertés. Pour le Cameroun, &n effer,
centralitd de I"homme don dire consagre dans nos politiques et octiond. Clem
celte conviction qu'avee force l¢ Chel de 1'Elal du Cameroun S.E. Paul BIYA, o
défendue €t a vouly faire pamager 4 To Communauté internationale loes du
Sammet du millénaice.
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18 Le 07 geptembre 2000 en effar, 1o Chet deo 1"Emr déclarair @ In Tribune
&es Narans Unies ee qul suit @

v Dany le monele d ‘aujowrd Il gui @ tendance @ reléguor 'Nowme gu second
plan, nogre Organization, pour remplie sa mixion de fagon efficiente. se dodl de
relever fe défi dex valewrs éthigue. S0 lo mondislisation ne 8 sccompagne pus
d ‘wnn noved ordre marel, 31 elle mungue de oo suppldmen & 'dme gue consilive fa
solidaritd onire fox Nations ef les peuples. elle risgue de neffre on danger la paix
s ohere d nolre fesngrs

A la vériid, noire monde g besoin d 'diliigue. En tant gu'ensemble de valeurs
moroles, efle consiltne une arente cipentivlle de Venvembile de (a8 communaurd
hiwnraing. Grdce @ 'éthigue, la comralitd de |'Hamme dany nos paliigue o
gritons sera cangacnde © B effee. comment parfer des Drolis de V'Famme sans
Drait an divelappement 7 Ceelle démocratie ef guelle bonae pauvernaice sans
une Ehlgee de solidarité internatigmale n'ext-elle pay nécessmire dans ¢
traiiement da lg dette des paye pauvres.

News en appelons & 1o ordation aw sein du Secrétarint Géndral de | 'ONU d'un
comird ou d'un observatoire international d'déthigue chergé précisémant, dg
promouveir gntre leg aations ef & Uintérigur de celles-cl, les valenri humaines
Jondamgntalex universilles. » '

19 Le Cameroun, qui respectera les obligations prévues dans [a
résolution constitutive du Conseil des Divoits de 1" Tomme. ' cngage A

« @uvter pour P'effectivitd des. dmite de "homme, civile, politiques,
éconontbques, soclaux et culurels y compriz le drolt ou
développameant ;

~ coopérer & cot efiet avec les orpanisations régonales, los orgenismes
nationgux des droits de 1'hommes et ba société civils;

» muvrer par le dialogie & 14 coopération comtructive & 1'échelle
miemationsle en voe de |a jouissance et du myonnmement effeclifs des
droits de |"haoome

= poursutvre &4 cfforts en voe de rendre efféctf le respect indgral des
obligations dézoulant des insrumwetis juridiques intemationsux on
matitre des droits de "homme

= poophrer  pleinement avec les Emts membres de 1'ONU  a
particulibrerment ceux membres du Conseil des drolis de 1"homine pour
gue ce rouvel organs remplisss aves elfreacind Tes hches qui découlan:
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de sec missions, el celn dans le recpect dex principes d'universalité,
d'rmparfiall g, d"objectivilé et de non seiection,

= ([Fuwrer inlasanblement pood 1o crddibilitd du Consell des drolts de
"homme.
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CAMEROON 2009

United Nations Assysier
72X\, General Assembly Distr.: General
\\/i ‘\/’ 1 May 2009
w English

Original: French

Sixty-third session

Agenda item 104 (¢)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and
other elections: election of eighteen members of
the Human Rights Council

09-29925*

Note verbale dated 30 March 2009 from the Permanent Mission
of Cameroon to the United Nations addressed to the Secretariat
of the United Nations

The Permanent Mission of Cameroon to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the United Nations Secretariat and has the honour to inform it that
the Government of Cameroon has decided to present the candidature of Cameroon
for re-election to the Human Rights Council at the election to be held in May 2009.

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/251, the Secretariat will
find annexed hereto Cameroon’s declaration of pledges and commitments relating to
its re-election to the Human Rights Council.

The Permanent Mission of Cameroon would be grateful if the Secretariat could
circulate the said document.

The Permanent Mission of Cameroon to the United Nations takes this
opportunity to convey to the United Nations Secretariat the renewed assurances of
its highest consideration.

*

i

Reissued for technical reasons.

010509

I Pase recyets 65
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Annex to the note verbale dated 30 March 2009 from the
Permanent Mission of Cameroon to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretariat of the United Nations

[Original: English and French]

Candidature of Cameroon to the United Nations Human Rights Council
Statement of commitments

Cameroon, deeply committed to the promotion and protection of human rights at
the national, as well as the regional and international levels, has been a member of the
Commission on Human Rights and played an active role in the creation of the Human
Rights Council.

Cameroon’s commitment to human rights is reflected in the establishment of an
appropriate legal and institutional framework and the adoption of measures that
guarantee the respect of human rights. It is in this regard that fundamental rights are
incorporated into the constitutional instrument and that the Constitution facilitates the
integration of conventions into domestic laws by providing precedence over national
standards. Consequently, the main human rights conventions to which Cameroon is a
party at the international level (the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women etc. ...) and at the regional level (the African Charter on
Human and Peoples’ Rights, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child, the Protocol establishing the African Court of Human Rights etc. ...) have
precedence in national laws and regulations.

At the institutional level, Cameroon has an independent judiciary and a
Constitutional Council whose structures are being set up progressively. The National
Commission on Human Rights, established in 1990, was transformed into the National
Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms in July 2004 so as to ensure better
compliance with the Paris Principles. A Department of Human Rights and International
Cooperation was also created in the Ministry of Justice by a decree of 15 April 2005.
This Department is responsible for monitoring human rights issues in general,
monitoring the implementation of international conventions on human rights;
providing information and sensitizing staff of judicial services and the prison
administration on standards of human rights protection. Finally, it should be noted that
in 2005 the prison administration was attached to the Ministry of Justice and a Special
Division in charge of Police Control created.

Cameroon is co-initiator of the United Nations Subregional Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy in Central Africa, the headquarters of which is also in
Cameroon. Cameroon cooperates with this Centre in the promotion of human rights in
the subregion.

Since 2006, Cameroon has taken relevant measures to fulfil the commitments it
made during its election into the Human Rights Council.

09-29925
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1. Implementation of the 2006 Statement of Commitment

For its election to the Human Rights Council in 2006, Cameroon took the
commitment to carry out the obligations contained in the constitutive resolutions of
the Human Rights Council and to:

— Work to ensure the effectiveness of civil, political, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development;

— Cooperate to this end with regional organizations, national human rights bodies
and the civil society;

— Work through dialogue and cooperation for the effective enjoyment and
reinforcement of human rights;

— Pursue its efforts to ensure total compliance with international legal instruments
on human rights;

— Cooperate fully with the United Nations Member States, and especially with
those of the Human Rights Council, so that this new body effectively performs
the duties arising from its missions and in accordance with the principles of
universality, impartiality, objectivity and non-selectivity;

— Work tirelessly to ensure the credibility of the Human Rights Council.
To this end, Cameroon has:
(a) Worked towards reinforcing protection and promotion of:

— Civil and political rights: by organizing transparent and democratic
elections, implementing decentralization, arresting and prosecuting
elements of the forces of law and order guilty of violations of human rights
(administrative and judicial sanctions were taken against 47 elements of
the forces of law and order, from all the corps, just for the year 2006),
ensuring the effective entry into force in 2007 of the new Criminal
Procedure Code, which contains provisions that reinforce the protection of
human rights, notably the right to a fair trial, improvement of detention
conditions and the organization of education campaigns for human rights
whose primary purpose is to assist in instilling a culture of human rights in
Cameroon.

At the international level, Cameroon signed in 2007 the International Convention
against Forced Disappearances and in 2008 the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities. At the national level, an independent body responsible for organizing
and monitoring elections, Elections Cameroon (ELECAM) was created and in
December 2006, a law to organize the judiciary was passed.

— Economic, social and cultural rights including the right to development: the
recovery of the national economy, reflected in the adoption of budget
measures for streamlining public finances had as the main objective the
improvement of living conditions of Cameroonians. In this area, the
Government placed special emphasis on social sectors such as education,
health, youth employment, in terms of improving the quality of supply in
these areas.

In order to address the problem of unemployment and the precarious nature of
young people, the Government of Cameroon initiated a far reaching programme of

09-29925
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recruitment into the public service. Since the launch of this recruitment exercise,
18,800 part-time teachers of general education in 2007 and 5,825 in 2008 were
absorbed into the Cameroonian public service. Also falling within this framework, is
the authorized recruitment of 1,000 lecturers in State universities, the absorption of
10,000 temporary staff and the admission, by competitive entrance examination, of
about 4,500 youths in the fields of diplomacy, health, computer sciences, statistics,
civil engineering and the military.

In 2006, Cameroon adopted two important instruments aimed at improving
national governance and management of public affairs. These are: Law No. 2006/3 of
25 April 2006 on the Declaration of Assets and Decree No. 2006/88 of 11 March 2006
to establish the National Anti-corruption Commission.

(b) Cameroon has remained committed to the promotion and realization of the
right to development, which it considers, in accordance with the Vienna Declaration,
as a value equal to other rights.

(c) Cameroon has cooperated with the United Nations, other regional
organizations and civil society to ensure the promotion and respect of human rights: in
2006, Cameroon submitted its periodic report to the Committee on the Rights of the
Child and in 2008, it finalized and submitted its periodic reports to all other organs of
the human rights treaties to which it is party. It defended, in January 2009, its report
before the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. Following
correspondence G/SO 214 (53-21) of 4 September 2007 of the Special Rapporteur of
the Human Rights Council on torture, Mr. Manfred Nowak, correspondence which
contained a number of recommendations and observations, the Government of
Cameroon provided some answers on the level of implementation of the Convention
against Torture in its legal system. An invitation was also extended to Mr. Ambeyi
Ligabo, Special Rapporteur on the promotion of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression in May 2008, and to Amnesty International. Cameroon made efforts to
reply to communications, questionnaires and urgent appeals directed to it by various
special procedures.

(d) In the process of preparing its reports, the Government involved the civil
society and thus maintains a constant link with it in the promotion and protection of
human rights as concerns in particular specific rights.

(e) Cameroon provided support to the Human Rights Council for it to carry out
its mission. In this regard, it took part in all regular and special sessions of the Council
and in the deliberations of the Advisory Committee. It was a member of the troika of
four countries and was itself subjected to the periodic universal examination on
5 February 2009.

New commitments of Cameroon

During its second term of office in the Human Rights Council, Cameroon is
pledging to continue its efforts for the promotion and defence of human rights. It will
work towards attaining the following objectives:

(a) To be a party to major international instruments on human rights in which
it is not yet participating, notably:

09-29925
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—Endorse the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child: one on trafficking, trade and child pornography and the other on
children in armed conflicts;

—Endorse the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families;

—Ratify and implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, the Convention on the Protection of Persons against
Forced Disappearances and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention against Discrimination in
Education.

Promote the rights of women by:
— Fostering programmes aimed at improving the status of women;

— Adopting legislation against female genital mutilation and the organization
of awareness campaigns against this practice;

— Taking into account the observations of the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women in order to ensure that women actually
enjoy all their rights;

—Pursuing efforts already made towards combating all forms of
discrimination against women.

Take action to strengthen the protection of children’s rights by:

—Taking into account the rights of the child in programmes designed to
improve on the living conditions of the people;

—Implementing recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child on children without shelter;

— Preventing child trafficking and child labour and improving on measures of
protecting victims;

—Improving on the treatment of minors in places of detention.
Boost efforts already made in the area of prison administration by:
— Ensuring that places of detention meet international standards;

—Facilitating access to prisons to national and international humanitarian
organizations;

— Accelerating reforms of the penitentiary system, including the construction
of new prisons;

— Strengthen the independence and authority of the national judicial system;
—Respecting the rights of detainees.

Guarantee within available resources the economic, social and cultural

rights, mostly the:

—Right to health: intensifying HIV/AIDS control programmes and
reinforcing the health system as a whole;
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—Right to education: Cameroon will continue with its efforts aimed at
improving on the quality of education, providing free primary education
and improving on the implementation of the Plan of Action of the World
Programme for Education on Human Rights;

— Fight against corruption and improve on governance.

(f) Continue with actions aimed at promoting the respect for civil and political
rights, especially freedom of the press, transparency of elections, including the
provision of sufficient resources to ELECAM, the national election managing body.

(g) Reinforce measures to guarantee and protect the rights of minorities, the
disabled and other vulnerable groups.

(h) Intensify Cameroon’s action to promote peace, preserve ecosystems within
the subregion, through greater involvement in peacekeeping operations, on the one
hand, and subregional structures for the protection of the environment and promotion
of sustainable development (Central African Forests, the Lake Chad Basin
Commission etc. ...) on the other hand.

(i) Work with the National Commission on Human Rights and Freedoms and
civil society to improve the general situation of human rights in Cameroon and to
popularize human rights culture.

() Enhance Cameroon’s cooperation with treaty bodies and special procedures
and continue to work with other Member States for the credibility of the Human
Rights Council.

09-29925
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Note 0168

The Permanant Mission of Canada to the United Nations
presents iis compliments to the President of the 50" Session of the General
Assembly and, following its note no. 1050, dated 4 April 2008, announcing
Canada's candidacy to tha Human Rights Council, and in accordanca with
resclution A'RESG0251, has the honour to enclose herewith a document
detailing Canada's contribution to the proamation and protection of human
rights and its voluntary pledges and commitments made therelo

The Government of Canada s committed to making a positive
contribution fo ensuring that the Human Rights Councll bacomes an affective
body for tha promation and protection of human rights,

The Parmanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations avalls
itsalf of this opportunity to renew to the President of the B0™ Session of the
United Nations Genaral Assembly the assurances of ts highest
consideration.

MEW YOREK. 10 April. 2006
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Human Rights Council
Canada's Commitments and Pladges

The promotion and protection of human Aghls is an integral part of Canada's foreign and domesiic paiey
Canade is & srong suppenier of the LN human righbs sysiim,

Canada's engagament with the Human Rights Councll

The Human Rights Council will ba st the hearl the UM human nghts arcnitecture and thus, Canads

- ta waek with 8t stakenolders i pul in place an efficent ond affectve Himan Rights Councif that
budids on tha strengths and lsssons ieamed of tha Commission on Human Rights;

- o ghve effect to the Council's mandale fo promode End profact hurman rgils, mcluding by
rasponding appropristely 1o human rights violations, by contributing 1o Is work on oMM
deveiopmant, snd by encouraging cooparation and dialogus:

b angage with all UN member states to find new and creative ways 1o enaura thal the Council's
work has a direct, concrate. and positive impact on promation and prodection of the rights of
peaple around the world,

1o perticipate constructively it (i mandate rewew prooess and i daveioping modalilies of a
universsl peviodic raview mechanizm, and |10 submit sl 1o parodic teviaw,

- 1 ensura thal the Councd benelits fram the irvolvwemant and contribiutions of and socmfy,
including non-govemmantal organtzations and national instrutions;

b wiork with sl stakshokdars fof 8 Systarm of Spscisl procedures, which B essential lor the
Councits emphasis on the implementslion of human rights obigations,

- io pe-sactand i ooer Mrvitnian ko spacial procedures (o vislt Canada

In 1588, Canada was one of the first countries 1o give an open invitalion o special procedunes of e
Commyssion on Human Rights. Sinca thal tima, the Spacial Rapperteurs on Toxic Wasia, the Rights of
Migrants, Indigencus Pecples, Racism, the Right fo Haalth and, most recently in 2003, the Working Groun
on Arbirary Detention have made official visits.

Canada was re-alacted 1o the Commission on Human Rights for the 2005-2007 torm. Ouring B5 tenunes,
Carada played 8 leadership rola in the establishment and implementation of sorms and standands on key
human rights issses including the rights of indigencus peoples, vickence against womaen, freedom of
expression, mass axaduses, he work of treaty bodies, as well &s rights of the child.

Canrada has atso [aken a leading role in the fight against impendy, noluding by becoming & party t3 the
Rome Statule of the Internabional Criminal Court and stongly supporting vasrious intematonal and hytrid
erminal tritunals  1ts commément 1o insmational humaniaean @w and the protection of mefugess =
LTrwENEring

Support for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and International cooperation
Canada’s strong Suppan 1o e imponant work of the OHCHR was re-affirmed recently whan we
increasad our unearmarked funding for the Ofice, making Canada ono of the top Sonore. YWe have a0
supported efforts 1o double the funds myaliable 10 the Office from the UN regutar budget. Canada pledges

- b provide 1he OHCHR wilh agditons)l unesrmarked contribulions for Bs work,
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- 5 pursu infernabonsl cooparahon programs on human nghta, gendar equality, chid protaciion
nce, and e rule of i - this, in response 1o the interest expresses by

democTacy, ood governs
miany siatas for dislogus and cooperation
Canada and UN human rights instruments

Canade has ratifed key UN hurman rights metruments: International Coverant on Civil and Poltical Rights
{ICCPR): Infernational Covanant on Ecanomic, Social and Culturl Rights (ICERCR), Intermatonal
Convanton on the Elrmnation of all Fosrma of Ractal Discriminason (CERD); Conventian Agsnsl Tortuns
gnd Other Crued, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishmeant (GAT); Convention on the Elminaton
of &l Farms of Discimnation Against Women (CEDAW]. and Conventian ¢n the Rights of the Chiid
{CRC), and its Oplional Profocol on Chidren in Armed Conflict As well, Canada rocantly ralified the
Second Optional Protocol of tha ICCPR aifved at the sboition of the desth penalty and the Optional
Protocol 1o the GRC on the Saxual Exploiiation and Sale of Chidren  Cansds has agreed to the
Junsdiction of the individual complaint mechanisms established by the First Optional Protocal to the
ICCPR, CAT mnd the Optional Prolocol 1o the CEDAW.

Canadn & one of only se States 1hal is fully up-to-dete in fs to the treaty bodies and, By May
2006, Canada will have présantod iks reports befors all s of thase ifees in the past four years
Consullation mechamsms ars 0 place 10 ensurs thal federal, provinctsl and territonal govermmants &
aware of, and give senous conssderation to, the recommendations of ireaty bodies, and further, Bat such
recommendations dre svalkable o Canadians

A rogards LIN tzman rights instruments, Canada pledpes:

- 1o submit Its reports o the Irealy bodies m & tmaly fashon and 10 parbcipate in meaningful
digiogus with the ireaty body members,

1o work with Tho trealy bodies and ey slakehciders on the renewnl and mform of the LN ireaty
body sysiam;

to conaider signing or ratifyng other human rghts mslrumsn’s, such s the Cptional Proteca! to
The CAT.

Human Righta in Canada

Al the domestic level, human rights and gender equality are promoted and protectad hrough the
Cansdian Chaner of Fights and Freedoms, Al the federal, provincial, and temitorial levels, thers &re 250
himan nghts codes and human (ghts bodies, sucn s the Cenadian Human Rights Commission, which
play a key role in furthering equality rights in Canada.

Canadm has 8 vigorous civil socely, which plays an Important role in he promation of hurmaany vights, both
&t tha natianal and miemetonal level.  Tha govemment and chi society engaga on & range of issues
riting Lo human rights. in @ spirlt of cooperation and dislogue

Al govarnmends in Canada carmy oul public aducason programs. in the area of himan nghts. inciusing
through forma! education cumcula.

Based on this sold inatfiutional and legislstive background, Canada commis 1o aclively pursue the
implamentalicn of fuman rights domesticaly, including with respect fo meism; Indigunols people and he
protecton of children,

290 Easier Said than Done



of Gumond 0 B Bt B ﬂ el e~y R

Note o° 0168

La Mission permanents du Canada auprés des Nations Unles
présente ses compliments au Présidant da la soixantidma session de
FAssemblée générale ces Nations Unies ot suite 3 sa note no. 1050 du 4 avril
2006, annongan! la candidature du Canada aux élections au Conseil des
droits de 'homme. ¢t conformémant & |a résolution A/RES/BO251, a
Fhonneur de transmetire un document expicitant ke concours que le Canada
a appaorté & ia cause de la promotion et de la défense des drolts humains el
les contributions volontaires gu'll @ ennoncées et les engagemenis qull a pris
an la matidnm.

Le gouvemeamean! du Canada s'engage & contribuer d'une
maniere posiive pour s'assurer que & Consall des dralls de Mhomme
devianna un organa efficace pour la promotion & |a défense des droits
humains.

La Mission permananta du Canada auprés des Nations Unies
saigil cetle occasion pour rencuveler au Président de la sobcantiéme session
da lAssembiéde gandrale des Nations Unies les assurances de sa trés haute
consderabon

NEW YORK, la 10 avril 2006
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Conseil des droits de I'homma
Engagements du Canada

L pramation sl la profectan ges Sros 00 1 Barsonng 159 parts nhsjrame des ghands obgectis poumuivis par s
Canada tant au plan rasionnd gu'en modkdes de polilique drangdre. Le Canads wsl un endenl promobsur du syetisng
d&q drndts 34 |8 Hersonne des Hahans Linles

Action du Canada an faveur du Conuall des drodty &8 | homms

Lé Conhadl ded Sraili 08 Muaimms 2 it [riecs malneiss 08 Mapored onisen reiad? s drose de b pemonnn s, &
ca i, e Cenads 8 wngege & .

- preaiEne o pinos, Bvec B concourn o ious los inbtiessdn, Un Comsal dey droifs oa Fiomme sl sf
ificace, gis mel § profl e polnt fons s 4 afacignemants de s Coaniasion des droibs de Manmme,

rieiaar bn mundad du Conged oy malibe de omcton et de proteciion des drolia de (s personne, &f O, par
e Bt sddoyunbe: e mi wolnBons das drodts de ke personive, v Mélaboralion de normes, ainal que
e un aoeent g i coopdnaiion ot b dalogua;

- icollabores Eyvec ous bas Etete membres des Mabons Linkes & ks rechenchs e mébihodes nouvelies &
inddiites; pour que lés irevaus du Conssll slem une Peidence dinecl, fonerdie @f consbiuctive Ui e

jpromction & la protacson des drolts de i peresnns dans s monsis;

partisge! G0 fagon construcing @ Necamen dog mandats sl gul Nlaosonsion des mosaiiés oun
mdcaneT dinrarmen nodgue & carmoive wnvarsel, ol § §8 scumedire & un b8 axamien;

Raite &n sarte gue |p Conssll béndhcle de I8 participalion of da fa confrbafion de b aocslhd ciale, i cormpria
e CrgEr RN non Gaamamerisies o) e Rdlildions nationnes

= CRUYTET, W80 I8 Comoours G iou les inkdrogeds, & b mise a0 place O rigime g procddurns. apdciaing
SRS B 1l mmwﬂww Conail, & Ganar I8 mEns &0 GiunTe ded obEgatinng an
ratelve 08 rois &8 @ DiTeon;

. plnoLUElRT 500 inwEntinn perranentn § i e pEosuTES S de vinly B Ceradn

En‘lmﬂ.h Canada g #48 Tun des premesm pays 8 émetire ung rvitalion pesmanesie sus Srochaures Bdciales o8

la Cocraminalon dea drolts de Fhomeme. Doptes, I 8 reca & valie des mppotuirs spécisux chamis del (el
toodgume, dea dioty des migranty, des dralis des peuphss. auinshones, de i lulie conio o mdsma of du deoll § das
soEns e Bandi, ¥ cormpei, mn 2008 oelin du Groupe de Bavad Bur fes Gdlensions artsrairee.

Lie Cammda & dtd rddii & ln Commission des drofts de Momme pour | pericds de 2005 & 2007, Pendan lous s
msndats, e Cenada & ouh uh e Fimpulalon dana & chkation & i reee ah oouses di oo o sfendnots facs @
e ol Crisciee ks gur oroiy de by perecring, y compria les drolls des peuples sutochionas, e wolsncs conbis
tas femman, la fibarid d'expresnion, loe exodes massife. les organes ohbd par M il irtematona.i, G ool
i direiim Oa Macfart

Le Canads jous un rdle de premier plan dnv o Lilte contre limparitd. C'eal alnsl qufll est dévanu poarfie ou Stalut
dm Froma de i Sour pdnaly inbemmetonele st quil apiuie femement 68 iments irburaus pinmas ntsmaboneis sl
tyhrides. Paor pours, b Canmda damsrs résckiment allactd oo respec! du drod Rurmahflams NieTalonat of & &
prOLaCtion Qe refugkte.

Soutlen au Haut Commissalre des Mailons Unles sux droits de Mhommae ol b s coopération infermationais

L Canaca appisi b tavall important realisd par W Hisul Commissanial des Nations Linkes sux drolis da MMomme Le
Cannde & récemymant pugmenth o contifiulion financikne au profil du Hau Commissanat, e eone ol as!
Sésormats Tun o8 §&8 (rnciPaux conateus. Mobhs Rays B 8N G4itro appuyh e affocts visant i doubler les cridits
consentis au Mauwt Comrmissanist, Bu tire du budget anfingsne des Nations Uniss Le Canads 'anpgege &:

founnir des confibutions Sweickies addilinmaiies, ses condtion, & Had Comrmmianst

292 Easier Said than Done



AppUYEr 088 programmes 08 coopEion infermationsts a0 matkee de drolts da |a parsante, sgadbé antre
leeh sewnd, probecion Bes anlnnks, ddmochite, horsne goaafancs of pimaubd du diolt - be ol & ssts de
inidris manifsath par 08 nombneux CINtE savan le disiogus &) 8 coopdation.

L Canada ot #s inatruments de drotts des ia personne des Nations Uinies

L Canaca a ralifd o'imporants imstnments ges Natlons Uinéts dens e domaine des doods de la porsonne. ke Pacs
international relaf g Aol ol & palifgoss (PIDCP) e Pech niiematioon relill s dioits Economilques,
socimn el culfunals (PIROESEC); & Conventon infomabonale = [élminalion de foubes e focmes de discimingfion
reciale (CEDR) 8 Corrmnlion canin 1 lofurs: + authes peines oy tefements, croals, Infwemairs ou
{CCTY, In Comverntion puwr Difminalion de foubss e formes do Seciminalion i Migerd des femwmes (CEDET): in
Commnlion rebalive s deois da Nestant (CDE], & son Protocsts leoilleil concomant les snfars dana les confiis
mrmds. De mime, le Canada & récemnmen! ralifie le Dawddme Prosecols facullat] au PIDCP G vies & sbodr [a peine
e Fninet, minal gues ke Protocoln loultedil & kb Comvaniion relatve aud deots de Fentam, gortre Nexplofstion seasis
ol i venie des entanis. Le Canada scumat on cutne mpx compdimnoos dévalugs au timo das mdconiemes oe
inEifAnES an vena du Premes: Profocole facutail annecd au FIDCE o & 18 Corvention misiae Blix dross 94
onlmnl, of sux lermes du Protoools facuftatil i I CEDEF.

Le Caneeta 6l sh oulre pariis des she peys dont jos mpports & Nntsnson des orgones instifuls sn vermu des tellss
sont b jour, Enmal 2008, ls Canads surs sine comgidtd, aur Une pincds da qualre any, bs prédenialion de lus e
METSNN Erévus aux sty comiles mallubs on veriu des: iraités, Des macRnmmiss o8 comsutation onl &b min sur pod
pour §'BEsurer que los gouememonts fidinel, provinciaux el lertoriaus prennen] comnaissance das
fecommandainons lormulees par oS onpanis MElyss a0 van des inailds o e eramanent aftenvamend. Les
mecommandations des comibie sonl sgelement pccessibles au pubhc,

E'pgeiannt des nairumedits des deobs da s personne des Matdiens Linae, le Carsds s'sngags &

- présamer, dans 88 déisis approprids, Sed MpRTE M arganss chbks en vertu dinsinenenis
mulelmﬂrn'-m“mMummm

- BaUnTer, Bves b conCouws de ose inctances &l des principm FMkessss, SU eoouvekiimen] of & s bime
du syalirme orusien pu rejend des DFpUnGS coMTHONNE]

Errinaged k8 pigraiwe ou ls retification ulléssure Faules insfrumenis des dols de i pemeonng, el gue s
Protecot faculintif @ @ Coovantion confre |8 i,

Drodts de b poraonne au Canats

Au plan national, ke Caneda o' atteche & promouvalr 61 8 protéger les drolts de ia persanns = Négallié ent les sexes
por Mapplcadion de la Chare conadienne ded Saits of Mhemds. Les pouvors pubios Mdéracs!, provinsiau el
terriinincos ool @undl frie an placs des noomise de dredbe de le personne of des inktences chanpées de bea Talo
applicuss, toles gue s Commission sanadianna des drofs de b peraonmies qui jous un més cruciad dins s
promotion du dioit 4 Pégalite au Caneds.

L& Cannde compile sn oulm uns -ﬂmﬁthm wmm:ﬂu imyporiarl dans ls promotion dus
droity de la personne, tam au nheaay netionnl guintemaiional, Le Ganads colabar aved b socidld clie on o8 gl
COncEnE da Nomboaus aEpech ded droils o2 e personne, &t on. dans un Esp G coopéTation  de distogue

Tk ae goenndmemants m Crnbs memenl 16 osus des progremmes Jeduceiion publfiges el aux drols de 18
parsonng, y inches dans de sywbime d'doucafion formel

& mppuyanl sur cotle solide bass igisiaive o ingtiufionnelia. in Canads Sengige b iravailier Bcirvernent A Is mrise
&0 DaiVTE des crifs de s personns S0 niveay netunal, Bciusnt e mailiie de ipcine, peuslen autoCiomnes, ol
protecion de I'endant

—
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GHANA 2008

Umied Nations Asar
General Assembly Driste - Gemeral
28 hlaseh 200K

Cirigimal, Engglish

Siaty-sepumdl sevsbi

Apgenda wem 1LY db

Elections tis (il v seancien in subslifiary organs amd
oller olecthm ebeetian of fillecn members of the
Hyman Rights Coancil

Note verbale dated 14 March 2008 from the Permaneni Mission of
Cehanm to the United Nations addressed o the President of the
Generil Assembly

The Fermanenl Mission of e Republic of Glam o e Lnled Sationis
preseuts s comipliivents 1o the President of the Clenernl Assembly s i sbay -
ssemndd seassnn und has ihe hosear o mieom Toar thet the Coyvermmenl of Clung ha
decuded w presont i cundidainrg o e Mo Righdd Comneil foo the temm MR-
2001 dwilie elegimen Wy be el o Mg 2008 during Ve chory -aecand sasion of (b
Cizrerl Axsambly, in ew York

In accondance will Geozral Assembldy resclation 00251, m arde-memoars o0
Ghana's shicvements, volutary pledgés and commuments towards the universal
promalion mid protegtion of Buman riglis i anached (Les ammes)

-1 ERE (EY

{1224
NN NEED
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Annex la the note verbale dated |4 March 2008 froom jhe Permaneni
Mission of Ghana to the United Nations addressed 1o the President
af the General Assemibly

Al menioire

Veluniary pledgs anid commrilinenis of Chama in acenrilanee & B resolalion MH2S]
Gohana's Membership of the Human Rights Council

¢ Ghana has since e formation of the Human Bights Council participatisd actively in
lts debales and participated i other activites of the Council, thereby  contributed
effectively 1o the Councils collaborative effort to build the consensus necessary for the
promotion and protection of himan rights around the world.

* Lhana hias purmsued o consistent policy of non-politicisation of the work of the
Couneil, and worked lo ensure objectivity in the Councils debates and decisions.
Consequenily. she has consistently urged the Council to focus on the enhancement ol
interrnabonal cooperation for the promotion and protection of human nights.

& Asa member of the Council, she has articulated and pursued the interesis of victims
of human rights abuses around the wirld. Through active participation, she has also
followed a policy of cooperation and engagement even during periods of
dsagreement to ensure docisions in favour of human nghts promotion,

Intemational commiiments

*  Ghana was among the first members of the African Union 1o subscribe to the African
Feer Review Mechanism to be peer reviewed. In the same vein it weliomed the
system of Umiversil Periodic Review (LUPE) of the Human Rights Council and stands
reacly to be reviewed i May 2008 during the second session of the fist oyele of the
LR,

¢ Ghana fully cooperates with human nghis irealy bodies by duly submilting iis
perodic reports and endeavour o implement thedr conclisding abservations and
recommendations.

*  Incooperation with tho United Nations Special Procedurcs, the Special Rapportear on
Violence Against Women, its Causes and Conseguences, Ms. Yakin Erturk ondertook

a mission to Ghana from 7 to 14 July, 2007 and enjoved the invaluable support and
cooperation of the competent Ghanaian authorities and civil society organizations,

I R ! ]
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Ghana is party 1o key international buman rights instruments inclading.

* Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Convention an the Flimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
Intermational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families

Convention on the Rights of the Child

* Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

Ghana has also signed the following:

« Conwention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance

» Dptional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women

= Convention on the Rights of Persons wilh Disabilities

Ciptional Protocal lo the Convention an the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Crptional Protocol Lo the Convention an the Righis of the Child on children in

armed conflict

Optional Protocol Lo the Converttion an (he Rights of the Child on the sale of

children, child prostitution and child pomography

o In March 2007, Ghana was one of the st countries to sign the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities which is a clear demonstration of its solidarity and
belief in a life with dignity for all and ithat all human beings are equal, The competent
Gliandian duthorilies are working 1o Geilitale domestie procedures for ralifying 1he
Convention as early as possibde. Moreover, domestic liws related o the disaldied have
been revised to fall [n line with the rewly adopted Convention,

®  Ghana is also party o Bie Convention relating, bo the Stalus of Refugees and the 1967
Protocol, the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of
[ntermational Armed Contlicts (Protocel 1), the Protocol Additional o the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1'™M9, and relaling 0 the Protecton of Victims of
Non-International Ammed Conflicts (Protocal 11 and  the Convention o the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genoclde. the Convention on the

LB L] b |
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Nom-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes  Against
Humanity,

e Ghana s & party to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights amd 1o the
Protocol Establishing the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHIPR).

s Measures are being taken at the national level o ratify or accede to all international
human riglils instruments lo which Ghana is nol vet party.

¢ Chana's commitment to the lenels of democracy, human righls and the rule of law
and good governance have carved for her the image of a highly democratic African
country. [t has fulfilled its obligations in respect of international human nights and
humanitaran law and has over the last decade worked closely with the UNHCR (o
offer a home away from home for refugees in the West Afnca sulb-region,

Huoman rights at home

* The Government of Ghana is fully commilled 1o the pramotion and prolection ol
human rights. 1o comsomance wilh that commutment, Ghana has made an openended
provision in the 1992 Consiitulion of the Republic of Ghana in Article 33(5) ol
Chapter 5 on fundamental human rights and freedom as follows:

The rights. inties, dheclaribions awd guarreriecs velabing fo B Semdomerial i righls o froedom
apeeificilly seewifomend B s chepier ahall jeof b depeded @ srcliding oblers ol spectflonlly
arverndinanf felchy i comeasdernd S0 b dnlireal i w dvmsocracy il dnterdiel 1o s lie focdoan. and
dignity of num

*  The Constitution of Ghani also guarantees respect for the economic, ¢ullural and
social rights of her citizens. In this spidt. Chana has implemented  extensive
legislation provisions thal protesct human rights i an open and democrabic political
culture.

e A conducive environment that does not tolerate violations of the righls of all
Ghanaians has been created, The Commission for Human Rights and Adminstrative
Tostice, & constitubional body moniloring human dights and dealing with violations
and educating the public on human nights, is in place.

o As an ebgquent manifestation of our commitment oo amd e prodection of ¢hildoen
and  gender balance. the Ministry of Women and Childnen's Afairs with Cabinet

status continues to pursue vanous programmes and propcts for women's
empowerment and gender equality and child nghts.

i R ! ]
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Ghama 15 committesd and responding to the calls to implement the Declarations and
Plans of Action towards Adrica Fit for Children and the World Fit for Children. An
Early Childhood Development/ HIV/AIDS as well as Orphans and Vulnerable
Children ((VC) policies have been developed and community based organizations
(CHOs) working on HIV/AIDS have been trained and equipped with skills 1o
respond to the special necds of children infected and affecied by HIV and AIDS,

Annual mational campaigns on integrated child health comprising immunization,
distribution of free Insecticide treated bed nets and Vilamin “A' supplementalion
have been institutionalized and no child in Ghana has died from measles disease in
Vi bast Tour years aned weare on course bo be certified as a palio (ree counlry,

Having conducted a research into violence against children, Ghana has started the
process lowands developing a National Plan of Action on violence against children,
On this nole, Ghana (ully supporls the General Assemblv's decision in December
2007 appomntment of  a Special Representative on violence against childoen, for a
period of three vears, loact as 4 high-profile and Independent global advocate for the
prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against child ren.

Ghana enacted legislation against Human Trafficking in 2005 and has developed a
comprehensive National Man of Action to implement the legistation. A cross sectoral
Human Trafficking Managenent Board and & Human Trafficking Fund have been
established 1o facilitale execution.  In addition, Ghana has entered into muoltilateral
and  bilateal cooperation agreements with aeighbounng countries o offoclively
combt tratficking in persans especially children across our borders.

The Goavernment of Ghana rcogmees Hhe Hhreal that solence agamal women poses 1o
wothen's smpowermenl anid thus, lor many vears, has exhibited strong political will
and enacted laws that are needed to truly end such atrocities and ensure equal rights
for women in all aspects of lite.

Several pleces of legislation are in place to prohibil negative cultural practices which
impede the development of women such as ritual servitude and FOM, harmiul
widowhood rites, early marriages. violence and sexual exploitation and abuse,
diseriminatory food allocations and tabpos and practices relating 1o bealth and well
boing of women and children,

Domestic Violence and Victim Support Units (DOVVSL) of the Ghana Police Service
have bevn eslabdished throughoul the commtry 1o promols protection of women and
children from domestic violence, abuse and negloct, The Units sctivities have broughit
into scrutiny some pertinent issues in both the domestic setiing and the workplace.
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To provide the requisite legal framework for e activities ol DOVVSL, the
Farliament of Ghana in February, 2007, passed the Domestic Violence Act 2007, (Act
732 marking vet another milestone in our commitment 1o human rights and
specifically  the rights of women, The Governmenl now s developing a
comprebensive National Domestic Violenoe Action Plan to ensure its implementation.

Further legislative reforms to ensure equal rights belween women and men
culmimated in the enaciment of a law on (e property rghts of spouses thal give bolth
spouses el acoess 1o property acgquined doamng marriage in sifuations of divorce ar
separation.

Ghana losters an environment that allows space for and emcourages the work of
human rights defenders amd journalists for human rights.

Gliana has over the last devade worked clisely wilth UNTICR o wrve a5 an oasis of
peace, security and stability for refugees in the Wiest Africa sub-region and fulfilhod
its obligations in respect of international human rights and humanitanan law.

Ghana has also provided training on the prevention of vialence and mesponse 1o
sexual and gender based violence 1o the refluges communily, police personnel and
members of the neighbourhood watch Weams under the avspices of the UNHCR

programme,

Additionally, police and military  ipatitubions . and Women Conslituencles ane
engaging (o dievelop Ghana's Plan of Action on implementation of Securily Council
Hesolution 1325 on Women Peace and Securily,

Chana and human rights in the future

This Caivermmmnd il 1tha HrpuHu il Cohams moilerais i hn'lq.rpl.unl.,li,nﬂ remdlvg hal Buman HE."II!- should be
approschod ina dislogue-hased angd constroctive marmer and valungardy commats gl ot follmwing:

to continne lo participate actively in the work of the Tloman Righis Cooncil;

o conlinue o strengthen palicies for the advancement of women o eliminale laws
that continue Lo discriminate against women;

reiterates its commitments to the survival, development, protection, of children in
issues that affect their well being and above all in their best inlerest;

to maintain 4 standing invitation to all United Nations Special Procedures;

R ! ]
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& (o continue W cooperate Tully with UN huoman rights treaty bodies and promptly
submit its periodic reparts (o treaty bodies:

* o remain commitied 1o strengthening the Council to enable {t achieve iis alms and
ahjectives,

NEW YVORE, 1P MARCH, 2008

LB L] e |
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INDIA 2007

U'mied Nations A.ru'n #

General Assembly Diste - Gemeral

0 lamuary 20T

Cirigimal, Engglish

Siany-firsy session

Agenda vem (S (g

Elections tis (il v seancien in subslifiary organs amd
pilser electbnin: elecibon of Terteon membyes ol the
Human Righis Council

Note verbale dated 1 December 2006 from the Permanent Mission
of Tmiia fo the United Saiions addeessed io the Secreiarini

The Permamesi Misdoin of Imlie io ibe Unied Nabean  preseon (s
cotplimear to the Seorotaren of the Unned Mations and hos e hosoor 16 stobe (Tl
on (he expiry of i ooe-vear teom, Indw bas decided 1o prevent b candidwinre Tod
re¢lecibm fo ilie Muoman Righis Comiscll (or & lmee-vear tenn, 8l clecton fo b
held im Mew Work im DAVT Thin informatico wis conveved o e Secromreal on
e O tishier 2006, Dy thin copnectien. ihe Permansnt Mission of budia furder hay ihe
teemer i emd bose a <oy of the yolmesny pledgoy and commimmenis by India oo tie
mfomuatson of b Secrolaruzl (séc ANnEY]

rr'r-?.l'ﬂniﬁ L, L
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Anpnex (o ihe noie verbale dated | Decembier 2006 from ihe
Permanend Mission of Iadin o ihe United Naibons addressed
to the Secrelariai

Voluninry pledges and commitments by India

Indaa s seoking re=clecmon wome 1uman Rughies Conncil m e cheonons v be
held atibe LN General Assembly bn Bow York in May 2007,

India s o bomg irdition of promoting end protecting hunem mghts. 11 wis
privileped wy be G die Eoeelbonl of e sbingigle agaimy gpartheid swice gven bl
D' mdependency. Indin’s commimanl 10 promsing eod profecting husman nighs
Moows T e eealbnimm ihai o g owly grleriliathe socty, ilic grovwile amil well
boing of cibieem can onby be guaramesd brosgh @ cablars of proccion gl
premmolicin of oo @ ighis

The Indian Consiitution enshripes India s commidmen) (o lnsmean riglts by
puErmEbee tng Ak s cil lseu Qunidaapenial politisal and clvil righila. Special pros Bioms
fiar the progressive realmtion and eeforceman of coonamic. socnl wnal Solimrml
righia Fave also bogn provided Tor consiimpionslly, lodm lkas iaken an fovposiais
mitisiive far the cmposermen of noden by fescruing ooe-thisd of Al seuss for
winngn in wrtiin mod local sclif-govomment. thind bimghg over oo million womesn
2l the grassroots lovel imto poliicn) decizion making Wb the laaneh of ihe
Matigmal sl Emplovmeni Oyamanlee pragramme o Fobngary |, 300k glsg viglid w
wioeli bins bocn operationalized in lodia The Proicction of Women from Dofmeitig
Widlenco Act enactod by the Indian Parlpangnt o 2005 provides immediate il
emergeney Filiel o wiomnes i slinaiens of domeds violkess Rellective of Indla’s
comamismem W climmae child labour @ ban o8 cmploymsen of children wmdce- 14
venrs db domesic kg oF a0 coterics came (ke Torce i India with <Tlect from
1 Dhslaber 2004

Thee silepeiadenl aiml mipanial ladim jpudiceey lay delivercd Tef-resuliting
promwancenienis on g prosection wie promoieds of Towan fghis. Par-reacking
memures ke by (he Supreme Ceunt ol Todin ielnde Public lntczes Latigaeon, by
whifch ibe Sepreme Conn cm be moved by amy ndividunl or gronp of persans
taglelighting Ve qgueeten of poblic miporaocs lar dnvoking e jorediion. The
S Coard of bl fes rocopmueed b jusiehillly. of souse ecommmse mid
wocial wihts @ an cxtemvion of the Right o Life. The Notmnal Homan Righis
Camminzion, o powerful  aod  sodependent  body,  momiers  fomen  vights
ey plogimiginis i ludin sl slisres ds gy pesiinee gl eaperibae el b oo
i pdher comnimigs. Thie free and mdependeant mede im lalin phs 2 creoal iede m
prmscting vespeol T md somioning o usiae vighis Civil socicly in Inadia s
Ay sz most s imam ey wdeere e wold

India v & dommibiied spporier of ihe UN linsome ciphis dvsisni sid ibe
promoion sod protecnon of heman vighis iy imgraised i ne domestic and forcign
perlicy. It lans Becn active i deliberalbong on miin cight m iaicmotional o gid
in the deselepmem of widely sccopied imomutional wnnes bockia oA lerge,
demsporaie, maiti-coloric. mubti-religions. nubi-lmpuanl. and mali-culneral secizn,
whese eonibied presence on the Mamai Rights Coanncll would bring 3 peopective
of virnddiimg abl devides. of pluralism, wodeminen usd balance Trom & coumry fhs
i cansistonthy demonuinitod opeaclicc i comainenl o hunan cghts abd
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Pundameniad freedoms Againsi ihis bockdeop. lodia volimsmey mokes (he Following
edges mud conmittents

-

Buiclis will sbaide b s waibenal nscchimilsms ond proceduncs (o promise sl
provoct e B oughis poed Dembamentul Freatoms of 600 i ciprens

Iniiay sl wenuetm e mulependerce. puipnomy @s well ag gemng powery
of mvemigation of untional hondi dghts bodics, inclisding (he National
Humpn Rights Commiiston, Matlonal Commimon for Women, Mationil
Conrminaion for Minariees, Naiwonal Conmmission lor Scheduled Canres nd
Scheduled Tribes, aod Watiomsl Commission Por Bachwoand Clsssy m
mranddied by brdinn conabitanon md lows

fndtn will foeslley & Cinlimie of IFEEIENCy, WpUnBeEs andd acomiintiiley m
fee lumctiuaiig of (e Chvvemmenl, #e cnboted i e Bl G Dnfenisaiion
ALt

lnidis il gomflnue i enbourags effonit b cm il kodign weling ip profic
ond promaote Bemon rghis.

Tndas will commue w work wowmds the progress g realumnon of the nghi
b ok

Indin will expand the maplementagion of #s Raml Emplovment Guaraiiiee

Programme. which provides for 100 duvi of sssmed emplovosesl onmailly
ro every mural howsehiold im 1he comiir,

fndin . il comtmaes 46 proaole the @l ccomonas el poieicsl
wmpowerment. of women i lndin by alfimeine  sciwons, gesder
mraistresning 0 eatkmi] plmnmg gender budgeitng sl fonmadn of
winncn  self-balp proapm.  Iode will work fowosds  clmidnaijom  of
kst bt bt ol wioletiy pguabns wimen devough lepistalive aioases i
vl e ailesonve maplemmammalnon of dvisting polices

A Mamonal Comvmission for th Promecton of Clild s Righn woild be st wp
for e epeeds (rial of offemces sguninst children or OF violution of child's

riglrts.

Boiddiss wifl) sk b gk ihie Musizs Righils Council 4 sirong. efTective sl
elficsont body capauble of promoling aml proteciing buman rights and
Kundameiiul froedomg for sl

India will chgape combimuctivels in the evolution of modalities and
mand#es ol the Womean Reghis Councd, and in the sefomm of ik UN bamm
righty mochinesy

i will proriscspane asuvely i e work of (me Mmoo Righe Cosimchl m
it i-sastidiag i ibsa Pl of losinn pghis

Inidia will purticipaie consiruéiely in develppiog inodalities for weilyvessal
perladie review o ilie Dumnen Roggdus Council sild e revigwing sl
prengilicnmg  the system oof Specml Procedircs and  wiber expen
e laminun of the Council

Inhaa will conitnue s suppon e Offlce of the UN High Comusissiong of
Hismmn Righis, inchudiog throngh regular silumitars. comtrbarens
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Rnidia will strive for the Tull cealiation of civil. political. coonom ic. social
il colfmesd righins, ko lading e right 1o developmeii

Tidin wall Sontime Wi sipper UN boilles such = UNICEF UNIFEM,
UFPA, LN Dremocmcy Fiid. o . ihat haive = molle m comirimtmg i Uhe
proeectbon ied prosetion of e eighis

Boidan i b1 wperk wiih UN Meinber Stales mid fel=waiid UN bodiiss for réform
of the UN treary -body sy stem

i will werks Tor the world-widy promolen amd prosestion of hnmen
righti, Buscd o0 [l pringiplos of coopgormlion ond genaing dialogog.

Indin will cooperate with Saaies. upon regoesl i iheir inplememiion of
Mgt pighly sidligatwns iough capacity bulldisg by way of sechaical
cooporation. i rughn dinkogues and exdhangs of cxpena.

Hndan vl gommee o acyveh seppon domesie sl ineranamal proceses
Heil sock o mlvaice criptwennend ol woineh aml woineis's dighie sl
gumber egeliy

hiidin will commae o auiively suppent domestiz and migrmaneaal prooesses
thai mdvance the riglon of the child.

Budis will work Tor b mplemenuinon of e Begamg Declamtn aud
Mlanform of Actiom. e Copoilagen Deelaniion mnd Plaa of Action, and ihe
pirtisomes of oibiet mmor DN mematimid conlfoeness

Indis will coitbrue o suppord ellarts disccied af the sdopiien of a
Dieztaratenn on e Rights of Indigenms Peoples

Rriddin will sapport he abogiin of e Comoamion on (he Hights ol Porsioim
wchily Evesanty it bes dhimrtarg e 605l Sizssbon ool ihig LN Crimral Assiihiy
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MALAYSIA 2006

HA24/08

The Fermapent Mession of b | |0 Uie United Natious presants ile comnplimeuty (o
the sorrctaniat of the Uniied Natwoos & ﬂhmhlhm%lﬂm#ﬁwﬂﬁﬂ
aoh wivrming the Seeretirial of the cindideture of Malaysis o the Hamans Rights Counel,
thr honour 1o enclose hevewith an Alde Meomolee detafling Malayala's volunssry pledges and
commitments in secordenes with Reeolotion A/RES [Go/ 25t of in Mareh 2006,

The Pamasenl Misdon o Maleyela highly appreciates e Hod assbtioee of e
Sectetann? in posting the enclosed Alde Momobre on Malsyma's comdidatore to the Himan
Rightx Cntinedl om tha Gendral Asnhly wehaite

The Permmzent Mbmbni of Molersin w0 the United Hoteeni oveils bself of thia
eppottunity to pmew o e Secreborial of the Uniled Malicow the sssunamess of ite bebghes

comscdaratinn

New Yurks 28 Apnl 2ood

Yecretariat af the United MNatians
HWew York

Amm i Gumeral Assembly
wnd Conderence Managemienl

Roomm; S<rpaik

Fax: (223} 963 2155
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MALAYSIA'S CANDIDATURE TO
THE UNITED HATIONSE HUMAN RIGHTSE COUNCIL

AIDE-MEMOIRE

Malaysla, & mombar of tha Commission an Humnn Righta pror to it baing deasobved
in mesking ekeclion o e new Human Rigns Councll (HRC) ot the slections to De
beodd Ly Ihe Uniid Mations General Asgemibly on ¥ May 2008

Z Malaysia, since altmnmy independence in 1657, upholds that tha promotion
and protection of all human rights as an indispensable sspect in the process of
mation bulding  Consbutent with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights {UDHR),
suceessiva Malaysian Govemnmants have made e guarsnbes of e odividuals
fundamantsl nghts and (iherties, as snshrined in o Conaliiution, the comersione of
its policles and programmes, whils noling that sl individusls heve duties and
responaiblities bo lhe communily lo ensure the confinuad enjoymant of peacd.
tobility and prosparine

3. The respest thal the Maloysian Governmont hoe for exch individusl's ngnis b=
caarly manifested In the fact that free, fair and peaceful Genaral Elections have
bamn hald consltantly without fall since independence for the people To shect their
ropmsontatives o o vardoss enchis of Government within tha aabion’s
cmmocrslic system. Unfvaral suffroge has been a principul faadiom in esch sinclon

il Anolher anliestalion of the importancd fhal the Govarnmean! siiachas o the
anjoymont of ol human rghts and hndamaental freadonrs (& Te promotion of & es
medla, Inchiding In cytbempaos, @ woll 0s the encouragement of vibrant and asctive
chvil sociatics

5 Au W nollon with a multkathnic snd muli-msligious sodioty, Malaysia f=
coriidarnl thal s sxpeiience in managing @ plural sociaty would bring an importent
dimanalon to the work of the new Human Rights Councll, Malaysla recognizes that
tho stabilly of any mullinthnlc soclely depends on 2 gpirt of mutuel lokersnce s
reEpect for diversity which is based on an inclushes and nespansive paliticl s logul
ayatem, which balances civil and polilical Aghts such as the freadom of sxprassion
and opinion and the wider noeds of sudh & socioety.

. Laws, meguiations and inafitufions rofatod to human nghts i Malaysia
conlimm to wvalve I stap with the incraasing aspirations of a domocmlic soclaty.
Cna of tha massures wiss the establghmant of the Nafional Commiamian on Humen
Rights (SUHAKAM) In 1885, SUMHAKAM monitors human rights developments in

and 8 antnisied inter-aia with powers o investigele compluints rega ding
abaged human rights violstions, Over and cbhove s invesbgative funclion,
SURAKAM Is also mclive in promating a sufture of human rights, parioulany eough
aducalion not only in schools bul slso within povernment inatifutions, such an tha
polies fores SUHAKAM Iz aleo Involved in achies l (e regronal and infematons
Hahds,
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7 The Incressing hreal posed by ferordsm worldwide has highlighted he
importance of balancing security concems with the pressrvation of individual
Nbodies. Malaysis belleves thal il has achieved this balance, drawing on s
axpafancs in combofing The amed ineurgency by fonces amming fo dismaniie the
demotralic govemmant in the asdy yesm of s indopandunce. Tha svenis of
Suptember 11 fave also givan rise 1o the misparception that demodcracy and human
righis ave Incompatible with lslam and countries in which lslam s he dominani
religion. Malnyelae mmened in this regord  disprovies [his mibspeicuplion. Thie
actisvamants would not hiava bann poasibia if indivigual nights and fracdams are nol

respected.

& Royond civil and polifical dghts, the Malsysian Govamimont has akso sought
io fulll its rasponsibiities with regard to acanomio, soctal and cuftural dghis. As an
axampls of iMes commamant, tha Malaysian Gonrerrmmaent has conalstenty aliocated
e largest proportion of the annual budge! 15 education, Having achigved manhy of
tha goals sat out in lerme of primary sducation, the Govermment (s now andeavaring
to axpard the fortory odunation syslom, nol oniy sz meane of strengihening the
right 1o education bur also in order to batter ecquip Malaysiana (o mesl the challangen
posad by gobalization,

8 Malaysin i awars thal good govemance. nfegrity in the pubik sector
and ranspamncy In Govornmanl's sclivilies Sno essontial if thi goals of Rl
anjoymant of bumnn Aghts and fundamontn! froodoms are o bo achioved.  Towands
this &nd, the MNatonal imegnty Plan (PIN) was launchad on 23 Apdl 2004, which is
afrrwed al, wmong others, oo

8.1 Goninuously and cffectively combal and reduce the incdence of
cOTUption, and abusa of powar;

8% Enhsnca slfasncy i the dalvery systom of o civil sarvics and b
POOUGE LNNeCesaary inaificiend i,

8.2 lmprove compunile governancs and business ethics; and

G4  Eirengthon the family natitulion

10, To ensurg that these aims ace achiewed, the Gowamemant foomod He
Malaysian inlagrity Institute, whose funcons Inciuds 1o

101 Undarakes resparch and condue! baining and educalion paitaining (o
community and inattutional integrity:

10.2 Dovelop a databage on athics and mingrity;

103 Fonmulate policies to snhance sthics and inlegrly &5 well ws sdvising
tha Gansmmmant on programmes W enbancd Integrily; amd

104 Contiruously monitor and srsure e anplernenkation of U Plan,

11, Malaysia will continge (o take prosctive and innovathe moasuks 1o furthor
profmods and protect huwnan dghts and Aundamental freadama in the souniry,

ki
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12, Al tha intarnatonal leval, Malaysin has been a member of the Commission on
Human Rights (CHH) for four tarms, and was @ member of that body for the term
2005-2007 when the Commizsslon on Human Rights was dissolved. o be replaced
By the Humsn Rights Councl, Ag an oolhve ard commitied member of the
Cammission, Mataysia has contribuied conatrucinrgly in it2 deliberatons. Molaysia i
datermined fo continue o do so in e work ard acthibies of Hhe dewly establshid
Human Fignts Councll I eiected o fhe membership.

13, Malaysls befeves that the now Muman Rights Coungll han an imponiant rola
to play in the unhvereal promobon and prolecion af Buman rights and in dndarig ihe
effoclive enjoymant by &l of all human nghts. In ordar 10 echisve thata (ofty goals,
the Homan Rights Gouncll sosds le be made sbong, T, effectve snd efficiend, and

froe of acrimony and unduo politicization.

14, Toowarrs B weed, Madayshi plodges 1o

141 Engage sonstrusthaly in ovolving modaitios of work of tha Human

Rights Councll with tha aim of making B & sirong, falr, effectve,
ilMicien! and creaibbe vahicls for the promotion and prodection of human

fights worldweda;

14.2  Suppor tho work of he Offics of Tha High Commissionas for Human
Rights:

143 Continue to paricipate actively in e norm-setling work of the Human
Rights Coumcll;

144 Work towards fostedng 3 spiil of coopaetion in e Human Righis
Councll, fres from serimany and pollticization, basad an the principles
of mutual respect and dislogus;

4.5 Momobs greater cohsrenos bebwoen s work of e Human Righls
Councll with ather Unded Metions agenclos and actnm in achioving

infemolionslly #uresd targets and goals, such as the Milleanium
Daveinpmont Gonla and those containod n he Vienna DeClasebon knd

Plan of Action. tha Dalling Dedaration and Platform of AcBon, the
Copenhagen Declaration and Plan of Action ns well an lw Cabo

Deciaration and Programing of Action;

145 Astvely support infamational sction o edvance M rights of vuinerable
groups such as woman, childmn and the diaablod.

Lot o
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MAURITIUS 2006

Rl 2i 200k T30 TAR Eir #Ad AEEe BATARN
bW S1hiem PN TR AETEICE T THE -8 i ===t T=4ed P oeaLhsi

4588

Pratantz Wiesos Os Tie Rreumse O Plmummign T T Lt lancess
S Pemassascd D La Rymsumr D Malacs Aurei Doew Sonremes Unas

Bond
L

Nore No, TI0408 (Reft NYUNSSTE) i Apal 2006

The Permapess Mirpon of (8 Repubhc of Maurinie o the l]'ﬂ.ll::ﬁ“i‘n!;nn.l
pummﬂ:mrﬁhmtEh:?midmlﬂfﬂtﬂ*SﬂimuIMUNttﬂ Natiems
Cieneral Asseaibly =od hes the bomoor @ infurm thas the Govemmont of the Republic of
mmmmwmmhmﬂhmmwwmh Unired Mmione
Human Righta Counsll at the clect:ons 10 be held dicing e Geoeral Azsembly of the
United Myfinpr seasion m New York on 8 May 2006,

Maunfios ansches the ummust Gnpoasce to the peemouan azl protectinn of
humrinhnwdqpumm{mmﬂmdmjmummumzmmw
of baunan nglumdrmdumﬂﬁmdmtmmmmmmmumd:uhuf
Lawe.

Mlhuummﬂnﬁwmﬁmﬂmrkﬂmmnd
shurays uphalds the primasy soke of the Unitad Nanora im the promashen snd protweetion o
mras dghts. The mbnmmurm:mmcqmﬂwnmm
humm:i:huﬂ'ﬂmvﬂmllhvnnuiﬂmsnﬂlnn&u:nmtbmﬂpuuxwlj
gt Counc), Maoritizs undemicanes its furm comminmen o congibute offcotively o
the wark znd sedvities of the Council

The Uavernment of the Kepuhbc of Mnarmms slio dempiy comminied 1o uphokd
the hughest standards in the prosmetioe end pratection af bumas rights and will ghastly
subesit its veolugtary pledges mnd commmimments if secuidance with resojusion ASRES
5.

mmm“ﬂmwhdﬂndﬁmmﬂ::mﬂdmm
?rﬁﬂfﬂl'lhl.l.t}mmwlnlmhﬂ!ﬂmﬂ'ﬁ:iﬂlmﬂmnfﬂzum
siations Geocral Asscmbly the asvor==ees of i highest considemallgplis 30 T

Fredideat of e 60 Sasxion of b
== Unisd Mations Creneral Avsembly
e Yook

211 Gt 4300 Set = Daww Yol FUY. 10007 « Teb (1) FA0190 « fe (V) 657-3R09
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Prinestast Mesce: O Tre Rerueos O Magsens To The Lisso Nahosa
M Pessanzsnr O La Remmazs Dy Maames Aamemn Dirs Masosd Uress

Nedbe Mo, TX26 /00 (Kell NYAUNSSIL) 21 Apell 2006

The Permpent Muston of e Republie of Mefiiee b he United Matioas
presents its camplimente b0 the Prescdend of the 60% Semim of the Unied Marions
Geneen] Assemitily andd with referenee 1o thie Now Ko 7394400 of & April 3006, regarding
the esndideme of the Hepublic of Mmnitnie W the Uited Nanons Lumon Righes
Counial, bus the hopour - forward hemwith i volhumeary pledpes nd comimilticts m
pcoandanes with Resolunon ARESTHRST,

The Fermanend Mission of te Repabilic of Mawnfoan fo fhe Unioed Moo weaili
itnell ol this opportmity o resow to the President ol the 60 fewiin of 4

Wationa Ceneral Asicnsbly ihe aurmnees of i helest conyidemaiinm P '

Thie President uf e 60™ Scaiun
nf ke United Manors General Assembly
Mew York

211 Eosl a3l Stroot + Mow Yose WY, 10017 » Tel (719) 4040160 + Fase (213 40720
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Voluntary Pledges and Comumitments
in accordanee with Resoludon A/RES/60/251

The Republic of Mauritius has always been commitied w the promotion
and proteetion of Human Righta at natlonal. regional and intenatioasl
levels, The Oovmunent of Mawribus strongly believes that citicens
should be at the core of all foarms of human cights inclading the right to
etonomic, cultural and social developaent and tht the people should
enjoy all their potitical ond civil rights indineriminately and irrespoetive of
their status.  Mauritius (8 party to most of the code intermationul human
rights inatrumeonts and has enacied comprehensive leglslatlon for the
protection and promotion of human righta and fondamental feeedoms
and ensures thor implemantation.

Ratianal Level

. The respect and protection of human rights i enshrined in the
Constitution of Mauritius and since its independence, the Repubilic
af Maurithus remains deeply committed to bulding s civil socicty

based on demecracy, good govermance, rule of law and protection
of burman aghts and inclammentanl freedom,

. The National Humnn Righto Commission was set up in April 2001
under the Protection of Human Hights Act 1998 in line with the
Urinided Natione guidelines governing such institutlons.

L The Commiszion snesures thot {here §s compliines with thie
fundamental rights and freedoms of the Individual enshicined in
Chapter I of the Constitution. 1t alse has the power W0 enguine
inte any written complaints from any person alleging that any of
hig human rights has been, is baing or is likely to be violated by
the nct nf omisnion of any ocher pereon aenng in the performance
of any public funciion conferred by any law or otherwise in the
performance of the funotions of any public offlce or uny public
body. The Commission can equially enguibie 1ite aiy other wrillen
comphaint from any perect agamnsl an act or cmisston of the polioe
farce in relntion to Visits onn be affected 1o any police statlon,
proson gr other place of detention under the control of the Siate Lo
aturdy the living conditionn of tha detainesn and the treatment
affordsd ta them.  In 2001, & Sex hacoommatuon Thasion was
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crealed within the National Human Rights Commission ander ithe
Sex Discrimination Act 2002 to denl with cases of sex
discrimmation and sexun! harsssment. The Sex Discrimination
Diwision aled has the pewer o deal wilh vnplaints within the
private secoor as well.

The Office of the Gmbodapersan for children was established
under the Ombudsperson e Childeen Act o 2003 The
Ombudsperson for Children has the duty of promoting compliance
with rhe Convention on the Rights of the Child [CECI and
investigating porsible vielations of the rgghits of o child,

li Decepber 2005, Uhe Child Protection A was amenided In order
i provide for the offences af ‘shild taffickeng’, ‘abandonment of
child’ and ‘abducting chihl’.

Regarding. the issue of child abuse and child proatitution,
Mauritius signed in 2001 the Optionsl Protocol 1o the Convention
on the Rightz of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution wad Child Pomography, Muuritius alas neceded o the
United Nationa *Protocsl to Prevent, Suppress and  Punish
Trallicking 1 Persoos, especially Womm and  Childoen,

i the United Natlons Convention  against
Tranenationdl Organissd Crime® in Séprembar200l.

Mauntiia ™ curmntly  conmidermg  the foliowing  legislative

ot taree ko promcle Humen Righis :
il The Equal Oppartunivies Bill:
il A Dradt Dill for the Family Couart;

fiiif An wmendoeni o the law on custodial senrenees for sl
dehinrs;

fivk A Disabality Discnmmation Iill which wall include inclusive
pduestion for dieabiled ehildeen:

{ivi  An HIV/AIDS Bill:

[+ Reform of the law dealing with administiation of juvenile
Jjustice;

(vl A Chilidren's Act which will review all legislations pertaining
to childiren.
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. With the help of UNDP, Mauritius has developed a national hnuman
righiz strategy on 10 Docember 2005, There la provisien for
settitg up a HUMAN RIGHTS CENTHE with régional sub-centre all
ovier The mband wod one m Rodrgues. The Cenwe will be
Resvurce Centee (o sensilize people about Hluman Rights and
Internutionel Tinwirumments,

Regional Level

W Mouritius hov signed e Alvivan Charter of Human and Paosple’s
Rights and ratified the said Charter on 19 June 1992 Mauriliue
has equally =i the Protecol to the Africuan Churter an Human
and Pesple's o on the Righra af Women In Africe at the Abuis
AU Mecting in Jdenuscy 2005, Mauritios has, however, mode
ronervalione on Aricles 6(b), 6ie), 10(2)d), 11 and 14025 (e).
Muurltius has harther tificd the African Chartor on - the Rights
ared Wellure of (he Child and the Proteeol to the African Charter on
Human and Peaple’s Righta on the esmbilahinent of the African
Cowrt on Human and People’s Righta.

. Muuritius has hosted » series of conferences/meetings en human
rights fsaues. In relation (o the Ao Courst of Justies, Matsitiug
hosted bothi the mecting of Expertsf/Judges and Peormanent
Representves from 4 - & June 2003 and the Fiesl Miristerial
Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the Africen Union fromn 7 = &
June 2003 ol the Grand Bay Internatioow] Conforenee Contre. A
seminar wos organized on « Senstbilization sur Lo satifcation &t b
mise an ovuvre o siatut de Rome de la Cour Pénale inlernationale »
feam 27 = 29 May 2002 jointly by rthe Arnarasv-Oeneral™s Cifies and
the « Agence Intergouvernementale de s Framcophonie =,

Froos 1= |2 September 2003, the Office of the Undred Nations
High Commissioner for Huinan Rights m collaborulion with the
Attarney  Generals Office, organised 8 Regional Workshop on
Human Rights and Good Governance.

Mavritiua hos also hosted the “Rencontre Conjointe du Burcau du
Comité. de Bulvi ode li ConlErence des  Struciures
Governementiles Chargies dew droits de ITHomme dans 'Espace
Prancophonie et des Réseaux lnstitutiomnels de la Franmophonie «
from 19 - 21 July 2005,
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® Mouritius is one omong the st Afdean countries ©  have
voluntesied W be reviewed wiwler the NEPAD Peer Heview

H, Mechomsm.

International Level

. Muvritun pursties o palley af sotive eooperation eith inlernetional
organizations and thewr respective bodics and iesfitutions in the
ligld of bumany rights od [ondomentwl freedome. 10 3 desply
enmmitted o uphald the highes: standards in the promaton aod
protection of human nghts.

. Mauritiun upholds the prmory mole of the United Nations in the
prewnntion and peotection of humaen sights.

. Mauritius wnz n member of the Commission on Human Rights in
L7 1= 1973, 193 1995 und 19992001,

Maikintiis 1 ]i""'? bo mx of ile weven vore dotermatione] human

rights trentisn an follows

[ The Intermational Convention on the Elbunaton of All
Forms ol Raeind Direriminntion;

(i Intcrmational Covenant on Chrl and Politcal Rights,

(1] Inl;lmuﬂunul Covonant on Economie; Socinl and Cultural
Rights;

(v  Convention sgaudst Tortwe aod Othor Cruel, Inbuman: or
Degrading Treamment or Punishment; nnd

vl Convention on the Righta of the Child (CRC),

fwiy Conwention on the Ellmination of All Forme of Diserimitnation
againgt Wansen

. BMauritive has matified the Optopal Protocol of e Convention
uguinal Torture und Gther Cruel, Inhumun or Degrmding Treatmeny
&F Puniahment.

» Mauritius s &lso party o the Reme Statute of the Intornational
Craninal Court.

# Deppite fa Umited resourees, Maurtius has consistently fulfiiled
its reporting obligations by submitted rejulaily peoodic reports Lo
the variows uman righits teatles, Mo itiues Yoes e soalimiited
repants o the varosus Commirtess momitoring the mternulional
treatios.
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elected to the Hum s Coundi

P Oovarrmil of Meawerliias anidorlokes -

continye w uphold the primacy of democracy, good povernance
and development as key tenets in the promotion of human righta of
iy citizeny and strongthen oabonal nstitubions that guarnntee
hest these riphia:

cantinue mpiay A eonstructive mie in the advancement of human
rghis and fundumental freedoms and further contribute o the
enhancement af Unlted Natlons human rdghts actlvlties

parrtinipate setively i e work of Councll far the promotion and
protection of all human rights in & spiril of impartiality, objectivity
and non-selectivity, consuuotive diclogue and cooperntion

be roviowed under the universal perodic review mechaniam; and

ruppart inernutinnal efforie o enhanee intoe eulturn] dislagues and
understanding among civilizations, cultures and roligions with &
vinw 1o Dailitiie the oniversul rewpect for all humea vights given
that Metritiua is & multl-racial and multlethnie country.
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United Nations A 637794
‘/V/ \QQ General ASSCmbly Distr.: General
\\l{\ /}y 30 March 2009
=<

Original: English

Sixty-third session

Agenda item 104 (c)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other
elections: election of eighteen members of the Human
Rights Council

Letter dated S March 2009 from the Permanent Representative of
Mauritius to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
General Assembly

I have the honour to forward herewith the voluntary pledges and commitments
of the Government of the Republic of Mauritius to the promotion and protection of
human rights in accordance with resolution 60/251 in respect of the candidature of
the Republic of Mauritius for re-election to the United Nations Human Rights
Council.

(Signed) Somduth Soborun
Ambassador
Permanent Representative

09-28526 iEf 060409 @
0 A0 RO T -
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Annex to the letter dated 5 March 2009 from the Permanent
Representative of Mauritius to the United Nations addressed
to the President of the General Assembly

Updated voluntary pledges and commitments

This document has been prepared in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 60/251 in the context of the candidature of Mauritius for re-election to
the Human Rights Council for the period 2009-2012.

1.  The Republic of Mauritius has always been committed to the promotion and
protection of human rights at the national, regional and international levels. The
Government of Mauritius strongly believes that citizens should be at the core of all
forms of human rights, including the right to economic, cultural and social
development and that the people should enjoy all their political and civil rights
indiscriminately and irrespective of their status.

2. Mauritius is party to the major international human rights instruments. It has
enacted comprehensive legislation for the protection and promotion of human rights
and fundamental freedoms and ensures their implementation.

National level

3. The respect for and protection of human rights is enshrined in the Constitution
of Mauritius. Since its independence, the Republic of Mauritius has been deeply
committed to building a society based on democracy, good governance, rule of law,
and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

National Human Rights Commission

4.  The National Human Rights Commission was set up in April 2001 under the
Protection of Human Rights Act in line with the United Nations guidelines
governing such institutions. It mainly enquires into any written complaints from any
person alleging that any of his human rights has been, is being or is likely to be
violated by the act or omission of any other person acting in the performance of the
functions of any public office or any public body. It can equally enquire into any
other written complaint from any person against an act or omission of a member of
the police force. The National Human Rights Commission may, of its own motion,
enquire where it has reason to believe that the act or omission is occurring or likely
to occur.

5. In 2003, a Sex Discrimination Division was created within the National
Human Rights Commission under the Sex Discrimination Act to deal with cases of
sex discrimination and sexual harassment, including those cases in the private
sector.

6. Amendments to the Protection of Human Rights Act are being contemplated
with regard to the structure and composition of the National Human Rights
Commission.

09-28526
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(d)

The Judiciary

7. The Government of Mauritius is committed to making or supporting far-
reaching reforms to the judicial sector with a view to improving the delivery of
justice, as per the recommendations made by the Presidential Commission chaired
by Lord Mackay of Clashfern. Amendments are to be made to the Constitution
shortly to provide for a separate Court of Appeal and a first instance Court within
the Supreme Court of Mauritius. Since January 2008, two Judges have been hearing
criminal cases and two others have been hearing family law cases on a full-time
basis with a view to clearing the backlog. As from January 2009, two Judges are
hearing commercial cases on a full-time basis.

8.  The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council sat for the first time in Mauritius
in September 2008, in line with the ongoing reforms to the judicial system aimed at
providing better access to justice to citizens of Mauritius.

Office of the Ombudsperson for Children

9. The Office of the Ombudsperson for Children was established under the
Ombudsperson for Children Act 2003. The Ombudsperson for Children has the duty
of promoting compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
investigating possible violations of the rights of the child.

The Human Rights Centre

10. The Human Rights Centre which was inaugurated in August 2007 aims to be
the main platform for the promotion of human rights in Mauritius. The Centre also
acts as a channel for information and aims at making the public aware of existing
institutions and laws so that they may better avail themselves of such.

11. In addition to its numerous tasks in matters of education and sensitization, the
Centre also serves as one of the main human rights forum where:

(i) non-religious groups and associations, clubs and even political parties
from all spheres are welcome to organize debates and meetings on human
rights related issues;

(i1) foreign visitors in the field of human rights can hold conferences and
talks on a regular basis. The members of the United Nations Subcommittee on
Prevention of Torture met Mauritian stakeholders for discussions on the
premises of the Human Rights Centre;

(iii) proper training can be given to various people from NGOs and trade
unions who will in turn assist in empowering citizens at grass-roots level; and

(iv) all year round sessions can be held by local guest speakers, on a
voluntary basis, from different spheres of society on different topics in the
human rights area.

12. The Human Rights Centre initiates human rights campaigns and the
publication of brochures and pamphlets on human rights issues.

13. The main Human Rights Conventions ratified by Mauritius and especially the
rights contained therein will be widely disseminated to the general public.
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National Action Plan on Human Rights

14. Mauritius is at present finalizing a National Action Plan on Human Rights.
This National Action Plan seeks to develop a strong culture of human rights in
Mauritius by providing better protection for individuals, creating more effective
programmes that enhance the quality of life for all, particularly vulnerable groups,
and by improving national harmony. It also aspires to achieve promotion of greater
awareness of human rights, both in the general public and in specific sectors. The
overarching objective of the National Action Plan is to bring about tangible
improvements in the observance of all categories of human rights.

15. The National Action Plan has been developed on the basis of realistic
objectives and clear targets and covers a broad range of areas. It includes an
overview of the international and national legal framework, a description of the
different categories of human rights enjoyed by Mauritians, the role of national
institutions and civil society and lays emphasis on the need for human rights
education. It describes the actions taken so far in each field and the shortcomings
which need to be overcome, and proposes measures to address these shortcomings.
The National Action Plan also proposes specific time frames for the achievement of
its objectives, with short, medium and long-term implementation of the measures.
The provision of a time frame will ensure that those involved in realizing the targets
of the Action Plan have a deadline to structure their activities and should ultimately
facilitate monitoring and final evaluation.

Legal aid

16. The legal aid system is being reviewed. In this context, proposals have been
made by a working committee in a Green paper on legal aid in Mauritius. The Green
paper addresses among other issues the new concept of legal aid, the application of
legal aid, the eligibility test, the expansion and extension of legal aid services, the
establishment of a Legal Aid Board and corporate social responsibility.

Media law

17. The Government of Mauritius intends to review the media landscape and to
bring about reform in media law. In this context, Geoffrey Robertson, Q.C., a well-
known authority on media law in Commonwealth States, was invited by the
Government in May 2008 to advise on the appropriate media framework for the
benefit of both the public and the Government. During his visit, he interacted with
media organizations and other stakeholders.

Gender

18. Mauritius has developed a National Gender Policy Framework (2008) to
provide broad guidelines for the implementation of gender mainstreaming strategies.
The Gender Unit within the Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child Development and
Family Welfare monitors the implementation of gender mainstreaming strategies for
the empowerment of women and the promotion of gender equality and equity. It
conducts outreach activities at grass-roots level through 15 Women Centres, the
National Women’s Council, the National Women Entrepreneur Council, the National
Women Development Centre and some 1,200 Women’s Associations with respect to
capacity-building, service delivery and sensitization campaigns for the
empowerment of women, as well as gender mainstreaming at policy, programming
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and output level with Ministries, Departments and other stakeholders in line with
the National Gender Policy Framework and the recent reforms geared towards
effective public financial management and performance management.

19. As from July 2008, the Gender Unit has been offering technical assistance to
three pilot Ministries, namely the Ministry of Education, Culture and Human
Resources, the Ministry of Youth & Sports and the Ministry of Labour, Industrial
Relations & Employment to help them formulate their sectoral gender policies, so
that programmes and performance indicators are gender-responsive and adequately
reflected in the budget.

20. Concurrently, the different units of the Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child
Development and Family Welfare have also been involved in this exercise. The
Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child Development and Family Welfare and the
above-mentioned three pilot Ministries have already finalized their sectoral policies.

21. The Ministry of Women’s Rights, Child Development and Family Welfare is
now in the process of replicating this exercise in four other Ministries, namely the
Ministry of Agro-Industry, Food Production and Security, the Ministry of Finance
and Economic Empowerment, the Ministry of Civil Service and Administrative
Reforms and the Ministry of Social Security, National Solidarity and Senior Citizens
Welfare & Reform Institutions.

Legislative measures

22. The Protection from Domestic Violence Act which was enacted in 1997 and
amended in 2004 and 2007 affords protection to the spouse of, as well as other
persons living under the same roof as, a violent person. The Act provides for the
issue of protection orders, occupation orders and tenancy orders by a Magistrate and
affords protection against physical, emotional, sexual violence and even threatened
violence. A person who has wilfully failed to comply with an order made under the
Act may, in appropriate cases, be ordered to attend counselling sessions.

23. The Protection of Elderly Persons Act 2006 provides for the protection of
the elderly against abuse; persons who wilfully subject elderly persons to ill-
treatment or wilfully fail to provide elderly persons under their care with adequate
food, medical attention, shelter and clothing are liable to be prosecuted. The Welfare
and FElderly Persons’ Protection Unit of the Ministry of Social Security, National
Solidarity and Senior Citizens Welfare & Reform Institutions organizes public
awareness and sensitization campaigns on elderly persons’ rights, receives
complaints from elderly persons in need of protection and may apply to the Court
for a protection order on their behalf.

24. The HIV and AIDS Act which was passed in 2006 provides for a rights-based
approach to HIV and AIDS-related issues, and aims in particular at protecting
persons living with HIV and AIDS from discrimination. One of the objects of the
Act is to respond to the escalating HIV/AIDS epidemic being witnessed in Mauritius
through enhanced HIV prevention programmes and scaled up national mechanisms
for voluntary counselling and testing. Provision is made for the introduction of risk
minimization interventions, namely the Needle Exchange Programme. The Civil
Status Act was amended in order to allow marriages between a Mauritian citizen and
a non-citizen who is HIV positive or has AIDS.
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25. The Truth and Justice Commission Act which was passed in August 2008
provides for the setting up of the Truth and Justice Commission. The mandate of the
Commission is to conduct inquiries into slavery and indentured labour during the
colonial period in Mauritius, determine appropriate measures to be extended to
descendants of slaves and indentured labourers, enquire into complaints made by
persons aggrieved by dispossession or prescription of any land in which they claim
to have an interest and prepare a comprehensive report of its activities and findings
based on factual and objective information and evidence. The Commission is
expected to complete its assignment and submit its report within 24 months from the
start of its operations.

26. In order to reform the industrial relations framework, promote effective
tripartism and strengthen dialogue with social partners, a new Employment
Relations Act was passed in August 2008. The Act focuses on, inter alia, the
protection and enhancement of the democratic rights of workers and trade unions,
the simplification of the procedures for registration and recognition of trade unions,
the promotion of collective bargaining, the promotion of voluntary settlement and
peaceful resolution of disputes, the strengthening of the disputes and conflict
resolution procedures and institutions to ensure speedy and effective settlement, the
right to strike as a last resort after conciliation and mediation have failed and the
building of a productive employment relationship.

27. The Employment Rights Act which was passed at the same time aims at
achieving the flexibility needed for creating demand for labour, together with
security needed to protect the worker as he or she switches between jobs. The object
of the Act is to revise and consolidate the law relating to employment, contracts of
employment or service, the minimum age for employment, hours of work, payment
of remuneration and other basic terms and conditions of employment with a view to
ensuring appropriate protection of workers. Both the Employment Relations Bill and
the Employment Rights Bill were widely discussed with national stakeholders and
experts from the International Labour Organization before they were introduced in
the National Assembly.

28. The Equal Opportunities Act was passed in December 2008. It prohibits
discrimination on grounds of age, caste, colour, creed, ethnic origin, impairment,
marital status, place of origin, political opinion, race, sex and sexual orientation in
various spheres of activities, namely employment; education; the provision of
accommodation, goods, services and other facilities; sports; the disposal of
immovable property; companies, partnerships, “sociétés” or registered associations;
admission to private clubs and premises open to members of the public. The Act
also provides for the establishment of an Equal Opportunities Division within the
National Human Rights Commission and an Equal Opportunities Tribunal.

29. The Judicial Provisions Act was passed in November 2008. One of the
objects of the Act is to abolish fixed sentences and other mandatory sentences and to
restore to the Courts their sentencing discretion in respect of all offences.

30. Itis also intended to introduce a Police Complaints Bill in Parliament shortly.
The Bill will provide for the setting up of an independent body which will deal with
complaints made against police officers in respect of acts done in the execution of
their functions. Consultations were held with the National Human Rights
Commission and other stakeholders as well as with experts from the Independent
Police Complaints Commission of the United Kingdom, the Office of the United
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Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime.

31. A DNA Identification Bill is currently being fine-tuned in consultation with
all stakeholders. With the enactment of this legislation, criminal investigation will
be operationally driven with intelligence generated by a DNA Database. The
impending DNA Bill will allow the instant search for a match to the DNA
fingerprint of each and every known criminal in the land. Appropriate safeguard
measures will be taken in the drafting of the legislation to ensure an appropriate
balance between the enhancement of security and the need to protect individual
liberties.

32. A Sexual Offences Bill was referred to a Select Committee in 2007 for further
study and consultation. The object of the Bill is to make further and better provision
for sexual offences. In that context, a new definition of the offence of rape is
provided, new categories of offences of sexual assaults are created in order to cover
various acts of sexual perversions committed by offenders and provision is made for
decriminalizing of sexual activities among consenting adults.

33. [Itis proposed to review the Data Protection Act 2004 to harmonize it with the
EU Directives on data protection. The Government held consultative meetings with
stakeholders to consider proposed amendments to the Act.

34. Further to the latest recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child, action has been initiated for the drafting of a Children’s Bill to consolidate
the various pieces of legislation covering all aspects of children’s rights.
Opportunity will be taken to, inter alia, review the law on juvenile justice and
prosecution and detention of juveniles.

35. With a view to adopting a holistic approach to the problem of trafficking in
persons and clustering the different provisions pertaining to trafficking under a
comprehensive legislation, the Combating of Trafficking in Persons Bill is being
finalized with the assistance of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.

Regional level

36. Mauritius is party to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, the
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Establishment
of an African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child.

37. Mauritius has also signed the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and
Governance and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights
on the Rights of Women in Africa.

38. Mauritius has acceded to the African Peer Review Mechanism in July 2003
and was among the first countries to start the review process which covers four
substantive thematic areas, namely Democracy and Political Governance, Economic
Governance and Management, Corporate Governance and Socio-Economic
Development. The National Economic and Social Council, an independent body, has
been designated as the national focal point to oversee the process in Mauritius.
Mauritius is currently finalizing its self-assessment report and is expected to be peer
reviewed in the course of 2010.
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39. Mauritius recognizes that the fight against poverty, development and human
rights are interlinked and mutually reinforcing. It is in this spirit that Mauritius
hosted the SADC International Conference on Poverty and Development in April
2008. The Conference agreed, inter alia, to work towards the establishment of a
Regional Poverty Observatory to monitor progress made in the implementation of
actions in the main priority areas of poverty eradication.

International level

40. Mauritius pursues a policy of active cooperation with international
organizations and their respective bodies and institutions in the field of human
rights and fundamental freedoms. It is deeply committed to upholding the highest
standards in the promotion and protection of human rights.

International commitments
41. Mauritius is party to the major international human rights treaties, namely:

(i) International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination,;

(i) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
(iii) International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

(iv) Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment;

(v) Convention on the Rights of the Child; and

(vi) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women.

42. Mauritius has withdrawn its reservation to article 22 of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child following the concluding observations of the Committee on the
Rights of the Child.

43. Mauritius ratified on 31 October 2008 the Optional Protocol to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and on
12 February 2009 the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the
Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

44. Mauritius, which became a party to the Optional Protocol to the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in
2005, was chosen, by a drawing of lots, as the first country to be reviewed under the
Optional Protocol. It received the visit of the Subcommittee on Prevention of
Torture from 10 to 18 October 2007.

45. During the course of their visit, members of the Subcommittee visited the
Police facilities, Police Detention Centres, prisons and other institutions such as the
Rehabilitation Youth Centre at Beau Bassin and the Shelter for Children and Women
in Need. A National Preventive Mechanism, as provided for under the Optional
Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment, has been set up administratively pending amendments to
be brought to existing legislation to establish the legal framework under which the
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National Preventive Mechanism is to operate. The Subcommittee submitted its
report on its visit in Mauritius in July 2008. A High-Level Committee is looking into
the implementation of the findings, observations and recommendations in the report.
The National Preventive Mechanism Bill is in the process of being finalized.

46. Mauritius signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on
25 September 2007 and is committed to upholding and applying its provisions. The
Government has come up with a Policy Paper and Plan of Action on Disability
which contains a series of measures relating to health, education, training,
employment, human rights, sports, leisure, transport, communication and
accessibility. In this context, an Implementation and Monitoring Committee has
been set up to work on the implementation of the recommendations of the Action
Plan and early ratification of the Convention.

47. Mauritius is determined to continue to cooperate with the various treaty bodies
and to follow up closely on their concluding observations/recommendations.

Membership of the Human Rights Council

48. As a founding member of the Human Rights Council, elected in 2006 for a
three-year term, Mauritius has worked with the international community in a spirit
of dialogue, cooperation, and objectivity to build the institutional architecture of the
Council and also to promote and protect the universal enjoyment of all human
rights.

49. It has engaged constructively in the deliberations of the Council, its subsidiary
bodies and mechanisms and has supported important initiatives aimed at
strengthening the human rights normative framework and addressing human rights
challenges. A Mauritian national is also currently serving on the Human Rights
Council Advisory Committee.

50. During its membership of the Council, Mauritius has consistently pursued a
policy of non-politicization and non-confrontation to help ensure that each human
rights issue or situation is addressed in the most effective and efficient manner and
in the interest of the victims.

51. At the same time, Mauritius has made every effort to honour the pledges it
made in 2006 while seeking membership of the Human Rights Council. It believes
that it has lived up to and continues to honour these pledges through the action it has
undertaken at domestic and international levels.

52. As a supporter of the United Nations human rights system and in view of its
firm commitment to upholding the highest standards of human rights, Mauritius is
seeking re-election to the Council to contribute further to the promotion and
protection of human rights worldwide.

53. Ifre-elected to the Human Rights Council, Mauritius pledges to:

(i) maintain an active and constructive engagement in the work of the
Human Rights Council and its mechanisms as well as continue to play its role
as a consensus-builder in norm-setting in the field of human rights;

(i1) remain committed to strengthening the Council to enable it to achieve its
aims and objectives;
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(iii) fully cooperate with the Universal Periodic Review mechanism as well as
United Nations human rights treaty bodies;

(iv) support international efforts to enhance intercultural dialogue and
understanding among civilizations, cultures and religions with a view to
facilitating the universal respect of all human rights;

(v) continue to uphold the highest standards of human rights and to
strengthen the national human rights framework;

(vi) continue to support the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights in its mandate to promote and protect human rights; and

(vii) continue to work with United Nations Member States and relevant bodies
for worldwide promotion and protection of human rights based on the
principles of cooperation and dialogue.
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The Parmanen! Msaion of the Federal Ropublic of Nigerna fo the United Nations
prazants i complimants to tha Prasidant of the Ganaml Assembly and further to
ity Mote NoBSOG of 11 Apnl 2000 by which the Govemmenl ol Nigss
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Btved 10 regUest that the ber be publicioed

The Pormancnt Misskon of the Fodom] Republie of Migera o the Unlod Nations
avalls salf of this oppomniy 1o ranaw o the Prasidant of the General Assembly
the assurances of its highest consideration.

Meaw York, 24 Apdl 2008

Cffice of the President of the Ganera! Assembly
Linfted Nabons
M ok
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Agenda item 104 (c)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections:
election of eighteen members of the Human Rights Council

Letter dated 7 May 2009 from the Permanent Representative of
Nigeria to the United Nations addressed to the President of the

General Assembly

I have the honour to forward herewith the voluntary pledges and commitments
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to the protection and promotion of human rights
in accordance with resolution 60/251 in respect of the candidature of Nigeria for
re-election to the United Nations Human Rights Council (see annex).

It will be highly appreciated if you could assist in forwarding it to the
appropriate quarters for maximum dissemination, as a document of the General

Assembly.
(Signed) U. Joy Ogwu

Ambassador
Permanent Representative

09-33281 iE) 110509 @
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Annex to the letter dated 7 May 2009 from the Permanent
Representative of Nigeria to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the General Assembly

Aide-memoire on the candidature of Nigeria for re-election to the
Human Rights Council

Candidature

1.  The Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, after consultations with
its regional and international allies, and upon the endorsement by the African Union,
has decided to put forward its candidature for re-election to the United Nations
Human Rights Council for 2010-2012.

2. Nigeria has been playing a major role in Council since joining it in 2006, using
its influence and commitment to advance the work of the Council, especially during
the institution-building process. It is a mark of the recognition of Nigeria’s key role
that it was elected President of the Human Rights Council last June and member of
the Advisory Council.

3. Nigeria’s re-election would not only advance the work of the Council, but
would also afford the country the opportunity to continue to share best practices
with other members in a way that promotes the enjoyment of human rights in the
country and around the world.

Background

4.  Nigeria’s large population of about 140 million, coupled with its wide cultural,
religious and legal diversity, presents the country with enormous human rights
challenges. Furthermore, long years of military rule had undermined the
development of a viable human rights tradition. However, since the return to
democratic rule in 1999, great strides have been made to enhance the enjoyment of
human rights in the country. The Yar’Adua administration’s “rule-of-law” policy,
with emphasis on the due application of the law and respect for the rights of all
citizens, is at the heart of the country’s new human rights strategy.

Commitment to human rights

5. Nigeria has signed and ratified all the majority regional and international
human rights and humanitarian law instruments. In fulfilment of its pledges and
commitments upon admission to the Council in 2006, Nigeria signed the instruments
of accession to the following human rights instruments:

* International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of Their Families.

e International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance.

« Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

* Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Easier Said than Done

09-33281



A/63/851

09-33281

It has also ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities.

Advancing human rights at the national level

6.  In accordance with its determination to enhance the enjoyment of fundamental
and human rights as stipulated in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, the Government has embarked on various institutional and structural
initiatives, including:

* Bill submitted to the National Assembly to, among others, review the status
and role of the National Human Rights Commission in accordance with the
Paris Principles.

* Various bills with the intent to reform the administration of justice system, the
police and prison services are before the National Assembly. In addition, the
Government has set up a national committee to review the activities of the
Nigeria Police with a view enhancing their efficiency.

* The preparation and endorsement by the Federal Government of a National
Action Plan on Human Rights, as a road map for the effective fulfilment of
human rights obligations and the overall improvement in the enjoyment of
human rights in the country.

* The convening of a National Consultative Forum in fulfilment of the
recommendation of the Human Rights Council in the preparation for the
Universal Periodic Review. The Government has decided to make the National
Consultative Forum an annual event for improving dialogue on human rights
among all stakeholders.

* The establishment of a National Committee on the Death Penalty.

* The intensified fight against corruption and economic crimes through the
strengthening of the various bodies set up in this regard.

* The considerable success (recognized by many international bodies) of the
National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffic in Persons in curbing the traffic
in persons, especially women and children.

Advancing human rights at the international level

7.  In accordance with the pledges and commitments made to the Council prior to
its admission in 2006, Nigeria continues to play a very active role in the activities of
the Human Rights Council, as well as subjecting itself to the various special
procedures of the Council and the treaty bodies — many of which have commended
the country for its cooperation, assistance and efforts during visits.

8. Nigeria’s preparation, compilation and presentation of its national report under
the Universal Periodic Review is another example of Nigeria’s commitment, not
only to international efforts on human rights, but also to a genuine determination to
enhance the promotion and protection of human rights in the country. The format
and outcome of Nigeria’s National Consultative Forum is a best practice which
Nigeria has shared with the international community.
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Voluntary pledges and commitments

9. Nigeria stands by, and rehashes, all of the commitments it made in 2006, and
reiterates, in particular, its commitment to:

* Engage actively with the Human Rights Council to promote human rights in
and outside Nigeria.

* Contribute to efforts to improve the effectiveness of the Human Rights
Council.

» Cooperate with all treaty bodies, especially in the timely submission of
periodic reports.

* Cooperate with all special procedures of the United Nations aimed at
improving the promotion and protection of human rights.

* Intensify efforts to ensure the ratification and/or domestication of all
outstanding human rights instruments.

* Implement all the recommendations accepted by the country contained in the
Universal Periodic Review report, as well as give active consideration to those
noted for further examination by virtue of constitutional, cultural or other
implications.

» Continue to make its best effort to enhance the protection and promotion of
human rights in Nigeria.
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Sixty-second session

Agenda item 113 (d)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections:
election of fifteen members of the Human Rights Council

Letter dated 15 April 2008 from the Permanent Representative of
Pakistan to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
General Assembly

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that Pakistan has announced its
candidature for the Human Rights Council for the term 2008-2011 in the elections to
be held in May 2008.

The candidature of Pakistan for the Human Rights Council is a reflection of its
deep commitment to the cause of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

In the context of Pakistan’s candidature to the Human Rights Council, and in
accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 60/251, I am
enclosing a record of the voluntary pledges and commitments made by Pakistan for
the promotion and protection of human rights (see annex).

(Signed) Munir Akram

08-31088 WEE 230408
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Easier Said than Done

333



334

A/62/808

Annex to the letter dated 15 April 2008 from the Permanent
Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the General Assembly

Contribution, commitments and voluntary pledges of Pakistan to

promote human rights

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/251

Pakistan has decided to present its candidature for re-election to the

Human Rights Council (HRC) for one of the four (4) Asian seats for the term
2008-20011, elections for which will be held in May 2008.

In accordance with the provisions of General Assembly Resolution

60/251, following is a brief of Pakistan’s contribution, voluntary pledges and
commitments to promote human rights:

Contribution to the promotion of human rights

Pakistan played a leading role in the establishment of the Human
Rights Council as a body that should promote dialogue, cooperation,
capacity building and technical assistance for the promotion of human
rights with due regard to historic, cultural and religious values of
Member States and their specific socio-economic conditions.

As a founding member of the Human Rights Council, Pakistan has
worked hard, in collaboration with other members, to provide a firm
and consensual basis in creating the new architecture of the Human
Rights Council. Through effective coalition building, Pakistan played a
constructive role in the first year of the Council and helped craft critical
agreements on Modalities of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR);
Review of the System of Special Procedures and Review of Confidential
Complaint Procedure (1503);

The Pakistan delegation actively contributes to the work of the Council
through its knowledge of human rights issues, norms, standards, as
well as of the intricate history of the agreements that now form the
foundation of the work within the Council.

Pakistan continues to serve as the chair of the OIC Working Group on
Human Rights in Geneva (Pakistan is also the current chair of the
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers). In this respect, Pakistan has
endeavoured to overcome the divergences and misunderstandings that
have appeared in approach of the Islamic World and the West. To this
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end, Pakistan has been a part of all major initiatives to promote inter-
cultural dialogue and harmony among diverse societies and cultures
and has run resolutions in the General Assembly and the Human Rights
Council to promote inter-religious and inter cultural cooperation for
peace.

Progress on past pledges and future commitments

Pakistan has fulfilled most of its pledges made at the time of its election
to the Human Rights Council in 2006. The Federal Cabinet has decided
to (a) ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, (b) sign the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and (c) sign the Convention against Torture. The
ratification and signature formalities are being finalized.

The establishment of Pakistan’s National Human Rights Commission is
on the anvil.

Pakistan is already a party to the International Convention on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), International
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW), Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and to
the core ILO Conventions 100, 138, 182 and 111. Pakistan is also a
signatory to Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and to
the two optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Special attention is being given to the social and economic
emancipation of women and protection of the rights of other vulnerable
groups including children and minorities. Human rights mass
awareness campaigns through media & education programme have
been launched to promote respect and observance of human rights in
the society.

Pakistan has remained a consistent supporter of the Human Rights
Council and firmly believes in its importance as a major body of the
United Nations Human Rights system. Pakistan was amongst the first
countries to support the Universal Periodic Review mechanism as an
innovation for the Council to examine human rights globally and
effectively and to eliminate concerns about selectivity. Pakistan will be
among the first countries to be reviewed in the UPR process.
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e Pakistan has repeatedly underscored the critical role played by the
human rights special procedure system.

e Pakistan also supports the active role of civil society and the Non-
Governmental Organizations in the work of the Council.

e Pakistan is committed to ensuring that the Council is empowered to
make full use of its potential.

e If re-elected to the Human Rights Council for the term 2008-2011,
Pakistan would continue to make its active contribution to the
normative and operational work of the Human Rights Council and
would support activities aimed at promoting the highest standards of
human rights in other fora.

4 08-31088
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Agenda item 105 (e)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and
other elections: election of fourteen members of the
Human Rights Council

Note verbale dated 26 April 2007 from the Permanent Mission
of South Africa to the United Nations addressed to the President
of the General Assembly

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa presents its
compliments to the Permanent Missions of the States Members of the United
Nations and with reference to the forthcoming elections of the members of the
United Nations Human Rights Council scheduled for 17 May 2007 in New York, has
the honour to inform the latter that the Government of the Republic of South Africa
has decided to present its candidature for re-election to the Human Rights Council
for the period 2007-2010.

South Africa is currently serving as a member of the Human Rights Council
and has played a leading role in all the ongoing institution-building processes of the
Council, which mark a critical transition from the Commission on Human Rights to
the new Council.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations
herewith encloses an aide-memoire outlining South Africa’s voluntary commitments
with respect to the promotion and protection of human rights in accordance with
General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006 (see annex).

The Government of the Republic of South Africa would appreciate the
valuable support of the States Members of the United Nations for its candidature to
the Human Rights Council.

07-32713 hEﬁ 020507
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Annex to the note verbale dated 26 April 2007 from the
Permanent Mission of South Africa to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the General Assembly

Aide-memoire in support of South Africa’s candidature to
the Human Rights Council

Following the first democratic elections in 1994, South Africa returned to the international community in 1995
to assume its rightful place among the community of nations. The experience in this relatively short period has
been richly rewarding and South Africa has played a key role in the shaping of the international human rights
agenda including the constant development of international human rights and humanitarian law. A central
consideration in South Africa’s foreign policy is the commitment to the promotion, protection and fulfilment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and the advancement of democracy.

South Africa’s Constitution and Bill of Rights

The first democratic elections of 1994 placed South Africa firmly on the path of constitutional democracy. The
Republic of South Africa Constitution Act 108 of 1996 is the supreme law of the land. In keeping with the
international Bill of Human Rights, the South African Constitution entrenches and constitutionally guarantees
all the universally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Whereas the South African democracy is relatively young, the heroic struggle by South Africans for
democracy, social justice and human rights and fundamental freedoms is very old and extends over a period of
350 years. During this period South Africans were subjected to successive repressive regimes ranging from
conquests, colonialism and the worst form of institutionalized racism and racial discrimination, namely,
apartheid.

The 1994 democratic elections in South Africa created a political space for all the rights enumerated in the
Constitution to be practically enjoyed. In this regard, the political vision of the democratic government in South
Africa is predicted on a fundamental principle which affirms the inextricability between economic, social and
cultural rights on the one hand, and the civil and political rights on the other. Also consistent with the
fundamentals of the international human rights law, South Africa strongly upholds the notion of i) promotion,
i1) protection and iii) fulfilment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms. South Africa’s human rights
value system is founded on this notion. South Africa has lodged its National Action Plan for the Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights at the United Nations on 10 December 1998.

The South African Constitutional Court decisions have produced significant judgements and adjudications
which underline the justiciability of the economic, social and cultural rights. The South African case law is
currently being used at the international level to give impetus and momentum to the strengthening of the
international human rights instruments dealing with economic, social and cultural rights.

Between 1995 and 2006 South Africa has been a member of the Commission on Human Rights on three
occasions. In this regard, South Africa chaired the 54th Session of the Commission on Human Rights in 1998,

became a Vice-Chair to the 58th Session in 2002 and acted as Co-ordinator on Human Rights issues on behalf
of the African Group during the 59th Session in 2003.

2 07-32713
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Institutions supporting South Africa’s democracy

National institutions, established in terms of the constitutional provisions to support constitutional democracy
in the country, are actively involved in the monitoring of South Africa’s compliance with respect to the
implementation of international human rights instruments of which South Africa is a party.

The South African Constitution of 1996 makes provision, through its Chapter 9, for the establishment of the
following state institutions to strengthen constitutional democracy in the Republic of South Africa. These
institutions are independent and subject only to the Constitution and Parliament:

the Public Protector,

the South African Human Rights Commission,

the Commission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic
Communities,

the Commission for Gender Equality,

the Auditor-General, and

the Electoral Commission.

UNDERTAKINGS/PLEDGES

It should be underlined that South Africa by its very nature and for historical reasons is among the countries
within the United Nations that takes the international human rights agenda very seriously. As a member of the
new Human Rights Council, the South African Government undertakes to abide by the following principles:

continue to receive the HRC’s Special Procedures and Mechanisms (consistent with its decision of 22 October
2002) wishing to visit the country in keeping with their various mandates. Since the issuance of this open
invitation, the following mechanisms have visited South Africa without any restrictions or impediments;

Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights and Fundamental of Indigenous Peoples,

Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions, and

Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Pornography and Child Prostitution, and

Special Rapporteur of the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR) on the Conditions of
Prisons and Detention in Africa,

respect for the integrity and dignity of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. The South
African Government will work to ensure that the High Commissioner for Human Rights (HCHR) and her

personnel are above the manipulation and influences of States,

continue contributing financially to the OHCHR. Such contributions shall not be in any way earmarked, as the
earmarking of funding to the OHCHR has a limiting effect on the operations of the OHCHR,

continue to support important funds and programmes within the OHCHR aimed at advancing the cause of
human rights globally, such as the Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, the Voluntary Fund for Victims of
Contemporary Forms of Slavery and the recently established United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF),

continue with its unwavering position to advocate for a balanced Sustainable Development Programme within
the human rights framework as underlined in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (VDPA) as well

07-32713 3
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as the United Nations General Assembly resolution 48/141. In this regard South Africa will be one of the chief
proponents of a balanced agenda of the HRC which reflects, among others, the primacy of achieving the
realisation of the right to development as well as moral human rights issues such as the eradication of poverty
and underdevelopment. As it will be recalled, South Africa hosted the World Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg in November 2002 whose Programme of Action is globally regarded as an
instructive document for achieving sustainable development,

work to ensure that one of the first preoccupations of the substantive sessions of the HRC will be to update the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), through an amendment protocol, placing the right to development on par
with all other rights enumerated in these instruments,

work to promote, within the Human Rights Council, a common understanding that human rights can only be
practically enjoyed through an effective partnership with all the relevant stakeholders at all levels,

continue to submit country reports to human rights Treaty Monitoring Bodies. To this end, South Africa will
present its country reports to the CERD and the CAT during 2006. South Africa has also presented, during
2005, its country report to the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and

undertake to submit in the near future a National Action Plan (NAP) exclusively covering the area of racism
and racial discrimination as required by the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA). As it will
be recalled, South Africa hosted the World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia
and Related (WCAR) on 31 August to 08 September 2001.

INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS TO WHICH SOUTH AFRICA IS A STATE PARTY

The South African Government signed most of the international human rights instruments on 10 December
1995, and have since ratified/acceded to the following instruments:

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC)

the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)
the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT)
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

Optional Protocol to the ICCPR

Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR

Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Sale of Children, Child Pornography and Child Prostitution
Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Use of Children in Armed Conflict, and

Optional Protocol to the CEDAW.

REGIONAL INSTRUMENTS TO WHICH SOUTH AFRICA IS A STATE PARTY
South Africa is also a State Party to the following regional (African) human rights instruments:

the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights

4 07-32713
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the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, and
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa.

South Africa has volunteered and is next in line to be peer reviewed under the African Peer Review Mechanism
on the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD).

Commitment to international human rights instruments
South Africans are serving or have served on the following Treaty Monitoring Bodies:

the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD),

the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and

the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and
the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR).

South Africa plays a key role in advocating the agenda for development through intergovernmental structures
of the Non- Aligned Movement (NAM) and the Group of 77 and China (G77).

INSTRUMENTS IN THE PROCESS OF RATIFICATION
The South African Government is in the process of ratifying the following important human rights instruments:

the International Covenant on Economic, Social an Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

the International Covenant on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families, and

the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment (OPCAT)
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Sixty-second session

Agenda item 113 (d)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections:
election of fifteen members of the Human Rights Council

Letter dated 29 February 2008 from the Permanent Representative
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

to the United Nations addressed to the President of the

General Assembly

I would like to inform you that the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland has presented its candidature for re-election to
the Human Rights Council for the term 2008-2011 at the elections to be held on
16 May 2008 during the sixty-second session of the General Assembly.

I have attached a copy of the United Kingdom’s voluntary pledges and
commitments (see annex).

(Signed) John Sawers

08-26668 iEi 120308
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Annex to the letter dated 29 February 2008 from the
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the United Nations
addressed to the President of the General Assembly

United Kingdom campaign for re-election as a member of
the Human Rights Council

Pledges and commitments in human rights

1) Commitment to work in partnership to reinforce human rights at the heart of

the UN

The UK will continue to work to strengthen the UN Human Rights Council, promoting universality,
transparency, objectivity in all its work.

The UK will continue to support the unique contribution of the UN General Assembly’s Third Committee.
The UK reaffirms the commitment from the World Summit in 2005 to human rights mainstreaming.

The UK is committed to the continued effective contribution of regional organisations, national human
rights institutions and civil society.

The UK will continue to work in a spirit of openness, consultation and respect for all, on a foundation of
genuine dialogue and cooperation.

2) Commitment to continue support to UN bodies

The UK will continue to support the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). In
addition to our regular budget contribution, the UK contributes multi-annual, un-earmarked funding. We
are currently providing £2.5 million annually as a voluntary contribution through a 3 year institutional
agreement.

The UK will continue to cooperate fully with the UN’s human rights mechanisms, including by maintaining
a standing invitation to all Special Procedures. The UK will continue to endeavour to meet its obligations
to the UN Treaty Monitoring Bodies fully.

The UK will continue its voluntary institutional support to UN bodies, including those whose work
contributes to the better promotion and protection of human rights. In 2007-2008, the Department for
International Development is providing over £150 million core funding to UN agencies. In addition, it is
providing funding in 2007-8 for specific programmes that promote fulfiiment of human rights, including:
the Action 2 Global Programme (£300,000); OHCHR’s programme on rights and HIV/AIDS (£60,000);
UNIFEM’s women, peace and security programme (approx £1.5 million); and UNDP’s Millennium
Development Campaign (£750,000)

3) Commitment to work for progress on human rights internationally

The UK will continue to encourage ratification of UN human rights instruments to which it is a party and,
through development and other assistance programmes, their successful implementation by
governments.

Recognising that development and human rights are interlinked and mutually reinforcing, the UK will
continue to support country-led development strategies that integrate human rights. The UK Government
is committed to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and is working hard to promote sustainable
development and reduce poverty. We aim to develop effective partnerships with governments based on a
shared commitment to: poverty reduction and reaching the MDGs; respecting human rights and other
international obligations; and strengthening financial management and accountability.

08-26668
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iii. The UK will continue to seek to advance human rights themes, developing international thinking and
consensus. For example:

08-26668

The UK Government is committed to tackling all forms of gender-based violence. Domestic work is
guided by Action Plans on Domestic Violence, Sexual Violence and Abuse, Trafficking, and Forced
Marriage; and by a national strategy on prostitution. The Association of Chief Police Officers has
recently issued a draft Honour-Based Violence Strategy and 2-year Action Plan that sets out proposals
for improving police response to honour-based violence including honour killings and female genital
mutilation. Internationally, we remain committed to the full implementation of UN Security Council
Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security, and are one of the few UN member states to have
drawn up a National Action Plan for its implementation.

Torture. The UK is committed to combating torture wherever and whenever it occurs. Domestically,
establishment of the UK’s National Preventive Mechanism under Optional Protocol to the Convention
Against Torture (OPCAT) is expected during 2008. Internationally, we will continue to encourage
ratification of the Convention and its Optional Protocol, and provide assistance for their successful
implementation by governments. The UK fully supports the recently-established OPCAT Subcommittee
and will continue to provide support and assistance to it where appropriate.

Contemporary forms of slavery: The UK is committed to learning the lessons of its own past, and to
tackling modern-day slavery. We have pledged £20,000 to a UN memorial for the victims of the slave
trade, and led the creation of a new UN Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery at the
Human Rights Council in 2007. The UK became a signatory to the Council of Europe Convention on
Action Against Trafficking in Human Beings, and launched a national Action Plan on Human Trafficking,
in March 2007. We are committed to their full implementation and intend to ratify the Convention by the
end of 2008. We are playing a leading role against trafficking within the European Union including
leading an initiative on Human Trafficking. This is linked to a national police-led anti-trafficking
operation that was launched in October 2007 and is on-going. So far the operation has led to more
than 300 arrests and over 600 premises have been visited. In excess of £400,000 has been seized in
cash with a number of money laundering investigations taking place. The UK Human Trafficking
Centre, established in 2006, is playing a key role in the operation. The UK fully supports the UN Office
on Drugs and Crime’s Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery, and played
an active role in the Vienna Forum in February 2008.

Right to education. The UK Government announced in 2006 that we will spend £8.5 billion in support of
education over the next 10 years, mostly in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia. This long-term
commitment will provide governments with predictable funding against which they can prepare
ambitious 10-year investment plans to achieve their education goals. Promoting gender equality in
education is a key focus for the UK.

Health. The UK is committed to the containment and progressive elimination of the spread of
HIV/AIDS, and prioritises the needs of those groups most at risk of HIV/AIDS. The UK is the second
largest bilateral donor to combating AIDS and committed £1.5 billion over the period 2005-2008, of
which around 10% will be spent on programmes for children.

The UK will continue to engage business as a positive force for the promotion of human rights through
its leading work on Corporate Social Responsibility. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s
Corporate Social Responsibility Strategy, published in February 2007, reaffirms UK support for
voluntary multi-stakeholder initiatives including the UN Global Compact, and for the Voluntary
Principles on Security and Human Rights.

The UK works to promote human rights in our international relations. We are committed to the
fundamental values of the Commonwealth, including tolerance, respect, democracy, good governance,
human rights, gender equality and the rule of law. We will continue to work with Commonwealth
partners to share best practice and learn from the experience and heritage of our fellow members. We
also engage with other international and regional organisations, such as the World Bank and the
European Union, to promote better integration of human rights in their work.
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4) Commitment to uphold highest standards of human rights at home

The UK Government will endeavour to maintain full implementation of all its obligations under the
international Covenants, Conventions and Optional Protocols to which it is party.

The UK Government is committed to tackling inequality and discrimination, to ensure that every individual
is able to fulfil their potential through the enjoyment of equal opportunities, rights and responsibilities. For
example:

We are committed to modernising British equality legislation into an Equality Bill, combining legislation
against discrimination on the grounds of sex, race, disability, religion or belief and sexual orientation.
The Government has also consulted on potential measures to expand protection against discrimination
on the grounds of age to the provision of goods and services. The new Commission for Equality and
Human Rights began work on 1 October 2007, as an independent and influential champion for the
reduction of inequality, elimination of discrimination, protection of human rights and strengthening of
good relations between individuals.

The UK was one of the first to sign the new UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
on 30 March 2007. We are committed to ratification without undue delay.

Through its dedicated 3 year strategy to increase race equality and community cohesion (“Improving
Opportunity, Strengthening Society”) the Government has brought together practical measures to
improve opportunities for all, helping to ensure that a person’s racial or ethnic origin is not a barrier to
success. Looking forward, the Government has embedded commitments to reduce inequalities for
people from minority ethnic backgrounds into its key public service targets for the next 3 years in areas
like employment, education, health and the criminal justice system. These targets, and the funding that
will follow them, demonstrate the Government’s continuing commitment to tackling inequalities.

Where the responsibility for these matters is transferred to, or where matters are specific to Northern
Ireland, we will also review equality legislation and in addition support the Equality and Human Rights
Commissions and the Commissioners for Children and Young People and Victims and Survivors.

Protection of children’s rights remains a key priority for the UK government and its devolved
administrations. We have put in place a substantial body of legislation, which serves further to enshrine in
law the well-being of children. Encompassing the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, this creates an effective national framework to support positive outcomes for children. We continue
to strengthen our focus on the needs of children and their families in a holistic and integrated way,
ensuring that every child gets the best possible start in life, and receives the ongoing support and
protection they need to allow them to fulfil their potential. We have established Commissioners for
Children and Young People across the UK.

The UK Government will continue to pursue human rights goals in a spirit of consultation, openness and
accountability. To this end, we will continue actively to seek out the expertise and experience of civil
society, and will maintain a dialogue on our human rights work with NGOs and Parliament.
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General Assembly Distr.: General
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Original: English

Sixty-second session

Agenda item 113 (d)

Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and
other elections: election of fifteen members of the
Human Rights Council

Note verbale dated 5 May 2008 from the Permanent Mission of
Zambia to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
General Assembly

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Zambia to the United Nations
presents its compliments to the President of the General Assembly at its sixty-
second session and has the honour to inform him that the Government of the
Republic of Zambia has decided to present its candidature to the United Nations
Human Rights Council for the term 2008-2011 in the elections to be held on 21 May
2008 in New York.

In accordance with General Assembly resolution 60/251, an aide-memoire on
Zambia’s achievements, voluntary pledges and commitments towards the universal
promotion and protection of human rights is attached herewith (see annex).
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Annex to the note verbale dated 5 May 2008 from the Permanent
Mission of Zambia to the United Nations addressed to the
President of the General Assembly

Aide-memoire: voluntary pledges and commitments of the
Republic of Zambia on human rights in accordance with
resolution 60/251

1. The Republic of Zambia remains committed to promoting universal respect for the
advancement of all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. Zambia is also
committed to the promotion of the effective coordination and the mainstreaming of human
rights within the United Nations system.

2. Zambia’'s Constitution recognizes and declares that every person in Zambia has been
and shall continue to be entitled to the fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual
regardless of race, place of origin, political opinion, colour, creed, sex, or marital status. The
main guiding principle of Zambia's Foreign policy which relates to human rights also clearly
states that there can be no meaningful development without the full protection of
fundamental human rights and freedoms. Furthermore true peace can only be achieved
when these rights and freedoms are fully protected and promoted and enjoyed by all.
These fundamental principles have shaped Zambia's development in the socio-economic,
political and cultural spheres and indeed Zambia's engagement in international affairs.

Zambia’s International Human Rights Record

3. As a member of the Human Rights Council, Zambia remains committed to the
promotion and Protection of human rights and this can be seen from the measures taken in
ensuring that Government meets its international human rights obligations. It should be
stated that Zambia is up to date with its international and regional state party reporting
obligations.

4. Zambia has played an active role in key human rights organizations at the United
Nations. As a member of the Human Rights Commission, which has since been abolished, in
1980-1982, 1991-1993, 2000-2002 respectively; and a founding member of the Human Rights
Council in 2006, Zambia participated and confinues to participate in major deliberations on
various aspects of human rights and took important decisions which contributed to
advancing human rights globally.

5. Zambia is party to the following United Nations human rights freaties namely:
» International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

» International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

= Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination

» Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment
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= Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
= Convention on the Rights of the Child

6. Other related Human Rights Instruments to which Zambia is Party

= African Charter on Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR)

= United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees

» United Nations Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees

=  Four Geneva Conventions of 1949

= Protocols to the Geneva Conventions

= Seven International Labour Organization Fundamental Human Rights Conventions
= Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC)

7. Zambiais also a party to regional initiatives aimed at promoting gender equality and
empowerment of women such as the Southern African Development Community (SADC)
Declaration on Gender and Development and its addendum on the Prevention of Violence
against Women and Children.

Zambia’s Domestic Human Rights Record

Legislative and Administrative Measures

8. The Government of Zambia is pleased to report some of the Legislative and
Administrative Measures that have been undertaken in enhancing human rights as follows:

9. At the national level, the National Plan of action for Human Rights for the period 2002
to 2009 was adopted in 1999. This plan of action shall continue to provide guidance and a
framework for the effective promotion and protection of human rights in Zambia.

10. A number of Institutions have been instrumental in promoting human rights in Zambia:

l. Human Rights Commission

The human Rights Commission was established in 1996 specifically to focus on protection
and promotion of human rights. The Commission whose mandate includes the investigation
of human rights violations; mal-administration of justice and proposes effective measures to
prevent human rights abuses, has since its inception enhanced its accessibility through a
decentralization programme which has seen the establishment of provincial offices;
thematic Committees on gender equality rights, children's rights, civil and political rights,
economic, social and cultural rights and the committee against torture; partnership and
collaboration with various stakeholders; establishment of a prohibited immigrant’s fund and
a complaints data base. The Commission, whose services are free, publishes its report
annually. The report is a public document which is also tabled before Parlioment and gives
the state of human rights in the country.
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Il. Police Public Complaints Authority

The Police Public Complaints Authority (PPCA) which commenced its operations in 2002,
addresses public complaints against police misconduct in order to secure individual
fundamental human rights and freedoms and achieve professionalism in the Zambia Police
Service.

. Other Institutions such as the Law Association of Zambia and the Civil Society and
Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) have partnered with Government in advocating
and ensuring that human rights are promoted and respected.

Other Legislative and Administrative Measures

l. In the area of Discrimination against women, Zambia has finalized the 5" and 6t
periodic report on the CEDAW and will soon present the report to the CEDAW Committee
for its consideration.

Il. In the area of gender based violence, especially against women and children, the
penal code has been amended to introduce stiffer penalties for perpetrators of gender
violence including sexual offences. Zambia has also domesticated in part the provisions of
CEDAW as they relate to violence against women.

lll. Government has ratified the Optional Protocol of the African Charter on Human and
Peoples Rights on the Rights of Women.

IV. The Government has also constituted the Victim Support Unit (VSU) and the Sex
Crimes Unit within the police service to address reports on gender violence and particularly
violence against women and children.

V. Zambia also wishes to facilitate debate on the Gender Based Violence Bill through
the Law Development Commission.

VI. The Citizenship Empowerment Act of 2006, prohibits discrimination on grounds of
gender. The Act has also facilitated the establishment of the Economic Empowerment
Commission which provides for gender equality in accessing, owning, controlling, managing
and exploiting economic resources.

VIl. Zambia Development Agency Act of 2006 mandates the Agency to recommend, to
the Minister responsible for Trade, coherent trade and industry development strategies
which promote gender equality in accessing, owning, managing, controlling and exploiting
economic resources. It also encourages, supports and facilitates the creation of micro and
small scale business enterprises and promotes women's parficipation in frade and industry.
Through this Act, it is recognised that, women who form a large part of the informal sector
and predominantly reside in rural areas shall benefit from the initiatives contained therein.
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VIIl. The establishment of the Parliamentary Committee on Legal Affairs, Governance,
Human Rights and Gender Matters is an effective tool in monitoring the actions of central
Government with regard to the rights of women and children. The recommendations of the
Parliamentary Committee are given full board and attentfion because of the impetus that
they add in assisting central Government in the implementation of women and children’s
rights. The Committee in 2006, recommended that there was need to strengthen the
legislation on human trafficking.

IX. Zambia ratified the protocol to prevent and Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons
especially women and Children (Palermo Protocol) Supplementing the United Nations
Convention Against Trans-national Organized Crime.

X. In the Area of Disabilities, the government intends to formulate and implement
inclusive policies programmes and legislation in order to promote the full participation,
equality and empowerment of persons with disabilities.

Xl. Zambia has ratified the ILO conventions granting the right to just and favourable
conditions of work and the right to form and join a tfrade union. The said conventions were
domesticated through a 1997 legislative amendment to the Industrial and Labour Relations
Act.

Xll. Zambia recognizes the right of everyone to social security including social insurance
and has ratified ILO convention NO. 103 and has in existence the National Pensions Scheme
Act and the Workers Compensation Fund Control Board Act which are the national
legislation on social security and protection against occupational hazards meant to secure
the right to social security for all concerned.

Xlll. The Employment of Young Persons Act, prohibits the employment of a child under the
age of 14 years in any public or private industrial undertaking and makes it an offence for
any one to do so.

XIV. The National Food & Nutrition Commission Act, establishes the Nutrition Commission to
address the issues of disseminating knowledge of the principles of nutrition in furtherance of
affording the right to food and adequate standard of living.

XV. The Education Act and other provisions relating to corporal punishment were
amended in 2003 abolishing corporal punishment in schools and other places.

XVI. The Commission for Investigation (Commission for Investigation No. 2 of 1991) was
established with the function to receive and investigate complaints from the public against
acts of injustice or mal-administration perpetrated by senior Government officials, heads of
parastatal institutions and local authorities. The Commission ensures fairness by promoting
social justice in the administration of public institutions.
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XVIl. Through the Societies Act NGOs have been registered to among other things sensitize
and educate members of the public on issues of human rights and also offer legal
assistance to the vulnerable.

XVIIl. The Constitution recognizes the right of persons to legal representation of their choice
and in this regard the Government has established the Legal Aid Department which
provides free legal services to people facing serious criminal offences who can not afford to
pay for a private lawyer.

PLEDGES AND COMMITMENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS

11. International Commitments

l. Zambia as a member of the Human Rights Council will continue to support the
Council and work closely with other members of the Council and Observers to safe guard
and promote the universal respect for the protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all and promote the effective coordination and mainstreaming of human rights
within the United Nations system.

Il. Zambia is committed to the institutions that have been created by the Council
including the Universal Periodic Review Mechanism.

Il Zambia will continue to work in the Council towards strengthening these structures
to ensure that the Council develops into a strong body that is fransparent, non selective and
promotes dialogue and cooperation with Member States. It should be noted that Zambia
will be reviewed in May 2008 and therefore pledges to fully cooperate with the Universal
Periodic Review Mechanism during and after the review process.

V. Zambia will continue to support the Office of the High Commissioner on Human
Rights (OHCHR), which represents the world's commitment to universal ideals of human
rights. We welcome in that regard the increased funding to the office to enable it carry out
its mandate of promoting and protecting human rights.

V. Zambia will continue to respect the provisions of protocols relating to human rights
both regionally and globally.

VI. Zambia undertakes to ratify the Conventfion on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities and shall endeavour to also sign and ratify the Optional Protocol thereto that was
adopted by the General Assembly on 13 December 2006 and was open for signature on
30 March, 2007.

VII. Zambia will accelerate the process of signing the Optional Protocols to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict and

the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography.
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VIIl.  Zambia will also speed up the process of signing the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women.

Zambia having been host to refugees for four decades shall continue to work closely
with  the UNHCR in supporting refugees and performing its international protection
responsibilities, thereby ensuring that its obligations are met with regard to international
human rights and humanitarian law.

Zambia having supported the United Nations in the maintenance of International
Peace and Security will continue to contribute to United Nations Peace-keeping Operations
by providing military, police and civilian personnel to Peace-keeping Operations around the
world, including in Darfur (UNAMID), Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC),
Ethiopia/Eritrea (UNMEE), Kosovo (UNMIK), Liberia (UNMIL), Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL), Southern
Sudan (UNMIS) and Timor- Leste (UNMIT).

12. Domestic Commitments

I.  Zambia has developed a Fifth National Development Plan for the period 2006-
2010 which has prioritized the promotion and protection of human rights. One of the
activities that will be undertaken in order to achieve this objective is the domestication of
international human rights treaty provisions which are not already part of Zambian
legislation.

ll. Zambia will continue to cooperate with United Nations human rights treaty
bodies by meeting deadlines for submission of periodic reports and acting on their
concluding observations and recommendations. As earlier indicated Zambia is up to date
with its international and regional State party reporting obligations. Zambia will also continue
to participate in the discussions on the reform of treaty bodies in ensuring a more effective
monitoring system.

lll. Zambia has endeavoured to undertake human rights programmes that
balance the different dimensions of human rights. For instance Government programmes
are targeted towards the promotion of civil and political rights, economic social and cultural
rights, and also specific rights of vulnerable groups including women children and the
disabled.

IV. At the national level, the Government embarked on Constitutional and
Electoral reforms by constituting the Constitutional Review Commission (CRC) and the
Electoral Reform Technical Committee (ERTC) which have since submitted their reports to
the Government. With regard to the CRC, Government has established a National
Constitutional Conference to consider and deliberate the provisions of the draft
Constitution. As far as the Electoral Act is concerned, the Government has moved further to
amend the electoral act which regulates the conduct of elections in Zambia. The principal
measure in this Act was that the Electoral Commission was explicitly empowered by law to
ensure that parties participating in elections desist from corrupt practices. It is envisaged
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that this measure will encourage citizens including women to participate freely in elections
as voters and candidates.

V. Zambia will continue to work with civil society and NGOs in the promotion and
implementation of human rights programmes.

VI. Zombia as a developing country faces numerous challenges in meeting
various human rights obligations and development challenges particularly in the areas of
poverty reduction, eradication of diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS; and
meeting national and internationally agreed development goals. Zambia is however
committed to addressing these challenges and with the assistance and cooperation of the
international community particularly in the areas of building capacities of its national
institutions and legal systems and developing human resources in the field of human rights,
will strive to ensure that it provides for its citizens.
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