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Reliance Petrochemicals Ltd v Proprietors of Indian Express Newspapers Bombay Pvt Ltd, AIR (1989)
SC 190.

State of UP v Raj Narain, AIR 1975 SC 865.

Union of India v. Assn. for Democratic Reforms, (2002) 5 SCC 294, 313.
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Status of Ratifications of Principal Human Rights Treaties®

COUNTRY

ICESCR

ICCPR

ICCPR
-OP1

Antigua and Barbuda
Australia
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belize
Botswana
Brunei Darussalam
Cameroon
Canada
Cyprus
Dominica

Fiji Islands
The Gambia
Ghana
Grenada
Guyana
India
Jamaica
Kenya
Kiribati
Lesotho
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Malta
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Nauru

New Zealand

ICCPR CEDAW CEDAW CRC

-OP2 -OP

B v v B v B B v
v v v B4 v B4 v v
£ v v B v B B B
BJ v v v v v v v
£ v v B v B H B
b3 v v B v ¢ ¢ v
B v v B v B B v
B B B B v B B H
£d v v B v ¢ ) v
BS v v B4 v v ' v
v v v v v B4 ' v
B B v B v B B H
£ v v B v B B B
£ v v B v ¢ ¢ ¢
BS v v ' v BJ BJ v
B ¢ v B v B B H
B v v B v B B v
b3 v v B v B H ¢
BJ v v BJ v v ¢ X
BJ v v B4 v v ¢ v
B B B B v B B B
B v v ¢ v ¢ ) v
B v v ¢ v ¢ ) v
B B v B v B B B
B v v B v B v B
v v v B4 v v v B4
B v v ¢ v ¢ ) v
v v v B v B B v
v v v v v v v v
g ¢ B3 £d v ¢ ¢ ¢
v v v v v v ' v
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COUNTRY ICESCR ICCPR ICCPR ICCPR CEDAW CEDAW CRC CRC

-OP1 -OP2 -OP
Nigeria v v g g v v ¢ v ¢ ¢ v
Pakistan b H X X v v & v ¢ ¢ v
Papua New Guinea H < H H v v H v H < H
Samoa B B B B B v B v B B B
Seychelles v v v v v v % v N N v
Sierra Leone v v v H v v ¢ v v 4 v
Singapore H X H H H v H v 'y H H
Solomon Islands v kS £ £ v 4 v v X i b
South Africa ¢ 4 H H v v B v Iy B v
Sri Lanka v v v X v v X v v B4 v
St Kitts and St Nevis £ & & & & v X 4 & & &
St Lucia X K X K v v H v H H H
St Vincent and the Grenadines v/ v v £ v 4 H v H H v
Swaziland H H H H v H H v H H H
Tonga H H H H v £ H v H H H
Trinidad and Tobago v v £ £ v v H v H i b
Tuvalu H H H H H v H v H H H
Uganda v v v P2 v v % v v v v
United Kingdom v v X v v v H v ¢ ¢ v
United Republic of Tanzania v v £ £ v v H v H i b
Vanuatu X K X X X v H v H H H
Zambia v v v B4 v v B4 v BJ BJ v
Zimbabwe v v BJ BJ v v BJ v BJ BJ BJ
Key: *  Not a signatory é Signed v Ratified
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICCPR-OP1 First Optional Protocol to the ICCPR on the right of individual petition
ICCPR-OP2 Second Optional Protocal to the ICCPR on the abolition of death penalty
CERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
CEDAW International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racism Against Women
CEDAW-OP Optional Protocol to CEDAW on the right of individual petition
CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child
CRC-OP1 Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict
CRC-OP2 Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
CAT Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

* The information provided is from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights as on 7 July 2003.
See http://www.unhchr.ch/pdf/report/pdf for current status.
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CHRI’s Previous Reports to CHOGM

Human Rights and Poverty Eradication: A Talisman for the
Commonwealth (2001)

The Talisman report shows how poverty is an abuse of human rights. It advocates the
adoption of a rights-based approach to eradicating the large-scale poverty that continues
to exist in the Commonwealth. It points to the gap between the rhetoric the
Commonwealth espouses and the reality of people’s lives. The report urges member
governments to cooperate to fulfil the many solemn commitments made at successive
CHOGMs or risk the Commonwealth losing its relevance.

Over a Barrel - Light Weapons and Human Rights in the Commonwealth
(1999)

Over a Barrel exposed a tragic contradiction in the modern Commonwealth in that
although human rights are recognised as central to the Commonwealth, millions of
light weapons flow freely, jeopardising development and democracy. The report outlines
urgent recommendations for curbing the reach of light weapons across the
Commonwealth.

The Right to a Culture of Tolerance (1997)

The Right to a Culture of Tolerance Report focused on two themes. Firstly on ethnic and
religious intolerance as an urgent problem throughout the Commonwealth and secondly
it explored the freedom of expression/information as a crucial element of a democracy.
The report noted that the norms and political values of the Commonwealth compel the
organisation fo act to promote tolerance in member countries and the report made
recommendations for achieving this goal.

Rights Do Matter (1995)

Rights Do Matter, explored two themes: freedom of expression and the need for major
reform in prisons. The report placed this discussion in the context of the transition from
authoritarian to democratic political orders and second, the economic transition from
planned to market economies.

Act Right Now (1993)

Act Right Now was an assessment of the progress of human rights in Commonwealth
countries since the Harare Declaration and was made with reference to the United
Nations World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna in June 1993. It called for the
Commonwealth to play a lead role in supporting the long, complex process of moving
towards real democracy in transitional countries.

Put Our World to Rights (1991)

Put Our World to Rights was the first independent overview of the status of human rights
in the Commonwealth. It provides practical guidance on how to use international
machinery for redress.
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