
FROM WHO CAN YOU ACCESS INFORMATION? 
 

Right to Information Act 2005 
 
 
What bodies are covered by the law? 
 
Chapter I - Section 2: 
 
(h) �public authority� means any authority or body or institution of self government 

established or constituted� 
(a) by or under the Constitution; 
(b) by any other law made by Parliament; 
(c) by any other law made by State Legislature; 
(d) by notification issued or order made by the appropriate Government, and 

includes any- 
(i) body owned, controlled or substantially financed; 
(ii) non-Government organisation substantially financed, directly or indirectly by 

funds provided by the appropriate Government; 
 
Chapter 6 � Section 24: Act not to apply to certain organisations 
 
(1) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the intelligence and security organisations 

specified in the Second Schedule, being organisations established by the Central 
Government or any information furnished by such organisations to that Government: 
Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption and human 
rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section: 
Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of allegations 
of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided after the approval 
of the Central Information Commission, and not withstanding anything contained in 
section 7, such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the date of 
the receipt of the request. 

(2) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, amend the 
Schedule by including therein any other intelligence or security organisation 
established by that Government or omitting therefrom any organisation specified 
therein and on the publication of such notification, such organisation shall be 
deemed to be included in or, as the case may be, omitted from the Schedule. 

(3) Every notification issued under sub-section (2) shall be laid before each House of 
Parliament 

(4) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to such intelligence and security 
organisation being organisations established by the State Government, as that 
Government may, from time to time, by notification in the Official Gazette, specify: 
Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption and human 
rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section: 



Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of allegations 
of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided after the approval 
of the State Information Commission and, notwithstanding anything contained in 
section 7, such information shall be provided within forty-five days from the date of 
the receipt of request. 

(5) Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall be laid before the State 
Legislature.    

     
 
Within the body, who should you approach? 
 
Section 6: 
 
(1) A person, who desires to obtain any information under this Act, shall make a 

request in writing or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the official 
language of the area in which the application is being made, accompanying such 
fee as may be prescribed, to - 
(a) the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the 

case may be, of the concerned public authority; 
(b) the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public 

Information Officer, as the case may be, specifying the particulars of the 
information sought by him or her:  

 Provided that where such request cannot be made in writing, the Central Public 
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, 
shall render all reasonable assistance to the person making the request orally 
to reduce the same in writing. 


