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In the matter of
Venkatesh Nayak

Vs

Prime Ministers’ Office
&

Venkatesh Nayak
vs
Ministry of Home Affairs

Date of submission: 29/11/2015
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Complaint submitted under Section 18(1}(c), {e) and ()

of the Right to Information Act, 2005

1) Name and
address of the Complainant

2) Name and address of the Public
Information Officer to whom the
RTI application was submitted

3) Name and address of the officer
who replied to the RTI application

4) Particulars of the order
complained against ‘

- B) Brief facts leading to the complaint :

Date: 29/11/2015

Venkatesh Nayak
#55A, 3 Foor
Siddharth Chambers-1
Kalu Sarai

New Delhi-110016

The Central Public Information Officer
Prime Minister’s Office

Government of India

South Block

New Delhi- 110 001

1) Shri P K Sharma
CPIC & Under Secretary
Prime Minister’s Office

-South Block

New Delhi- 110 011

2) Shri S Samanta
Under Secretary
Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of India
North Block

New Delhi- 110 001

1) Communication No. RTI/10617/2015—
PMR dated 28/10/2015 '

2) Communication No. A-430020/01/2015-
RT dated 08/10/2015

5.1) On . 23/9/2015, this Complainant despatched by Speed Post a written  request for
information under 7he Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI Act), to the CPIO of the Prime
Minister’s Office (1% Respondent Public Authority) stating as follows (Annexe 1):

“Apropos of the news release dated 03/08/2015 caused to be published by your
public authority on the website of the Press Information Bureau (PIB) relating to the
signing of the “framework agreement”, between the Government of India and the
representatives of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), T would like to
obtain the following information under the RTI Act:
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any;

2) A list of all files including electronic files and emails indicating the subject
matter, -and date of opening of each file in relation to the said framework
agreement held by your office along with the total number of pages in each
file; S - o

3) A clear copy of all emails and records and documents included in the files
referred to at para #2 above; 1

4) A clear photocopy of all communication received from every source in hard
copy or electronic form till date, in relation to the said framework agreement;

5) Details of the compensation package along with the monthly remuneration paid : |
till date to the Government Interlocutor mentioned in the said PIB news release o
and all other persons providing him assistance;

6) Ttem-wise details of the expenditure incurred by the Government of India for
negotiating the framework agreement since 01/01/2015; and

7) Item-wise details of the funds spent on the travel and accommodation of the
. ‘representatives of NSCN in New Dethi for participation in the ceremony - of :
signing the framework agreement.,

I am a citizen of India. T have attached an IPO (bearing #32F 044910) for Rs. 10/- |
towards payment of the prescribed application fee. I would like to point out that the
information specified above is in the nature of information that is required to be i
proactively disclosed by your public authority under the terms of Section 4(1)(b) and

(C) of the RTI Act. As I am unable to find the said information on your website, T am |
constrained to submit this formal request. Kindly inform me of the additional fee
payable for obtaining the information described above.”

5.2) On 06/10/2015, this Complainant received a response from the CPIO specified at para #
3(1) above of the 1% Respondent Public Authority stating that the original RTI application
had been transferred to the Ministry of Home Affairs (2" Respondent Public Authority)
under Section 6(3) of the RTI Act (Annexe 2).

5.3) Subsequently on 08/10/2015 the officer specified at para #3(2) above of the 2
Respondent Public Authority confirmed receipt of the original RTI application transferred to
him by the 1% Respondent Public Authority and stated that the said RTI application had
been forwarded to the Director (NE-I} in the Ministry of Home Affairs (Annexe 3). This
Complainant has _nct received any further communication from the 2

Respondent Public Authority, namely, the MHA till date.

5.4) Subsequently, on 30/10/2015, this Complainent received a further reply from the CPIO
specified at para #3(1) above of the 1% Respondent Public Authority stafing as follows
{(Annexe 4): _

“In continuation of this office’s OM of even no. dated 1.10.2015, transferring your
- application to the Ministry of Home Affairs and also referring the matter to the

S€ @w@ﬁl rﬂfﬂ/}/




inrormahon i

5.5% This Complainant is ‘aggrieved by the acticns and responses of the two Respondent Public
Authorities for reasons described at para #7 below, :

6) Prayers of relief sought :
This Complainant humbly prays that this Hon'bie Commission be pleased to:

1) to receive and inquire into this Complaint under Section 18(1){c),(e) and (f)
read with Section 18(3) of the RTI Act;

2) to invoke its powers under Section 18(3) of the RTI Act to make a
determination as to which of the two Respondent Public Authorities actually
holds or controls the information requested in the original RTI application;

3) upon making a determination as prayed for under para #6(2) above direct
the concerned Respondent Public Authority that holds or controls the
information to make a decision regarding the information sought in the
original RTI apgplicaticn; and

4) issue a direction to the two Respondent Public Authorities to require their
CPIO0s to undergo rigorous training to properly understand and implement the
provisions of the RTI Act at a reputable training institutions such as the
Institute of Secretariat Training and Management, New Delhi.

7) Grounds for the prayers or relief sought :

7.1) According to Section 18(1)(c) of the RTI Act, any person who has not been given a
response to a request for or access to information within the time limits specified under the
RTI Act, may submit a complaint to this Hon'ble Commission. The 2™ Respondent Public
Authority, namely the MHA has not bothered to respond to the original RTI application after
it was forwarded to the Director (NE-I). More than 30 days have lapsed since the forwarding
of the said RTI appiication to the said Director. This Complainant believes that the 2™
Respondent Public Authority has only two options while dealing with an RTIO application.
Under Section 7(1) the CPIO is required to either provide the information on payment of
such additional fee as may be determined by him or her in accordance with the RTI Rules,
2012 or reject the request for any of the reasons specified in Sections 8 or 9 of the RTT Act.
It is not open for the CPIO to maintain silence indefinitely in relation to an RTI application.
This Complainant believes that the 2" Respandent Public Autherity has neither supplied the
requested information not rejected it by invoking any of the permissible provisions of the
RTI Act. This Complainant is aggrieved by this inexplicable silence maintained by the 1%
Respondent Public Authority. Hence the submission of this Compliaint to this Hon’ble
Comimission.

7.2) Further, this Complainant believes that it is a fit case for submitiing this complaint to this
Hon'ble Commission as the 2™ Respondent Public Authority did acknowledge receipt of the
original RTI application transferred to it by the 1% Respondent Public Authority. So the terms
of Section 19(1) of the RTI Act will not apply to this case wherein a person may approach
-the first appellate authority after 30 days for reasons of non-receipt of a response. This
Complainant did receive an initial response from the 2™ Respondent Public Authority about
the receipt of the RTIO application. However subsequently, no substantive response has
been forthcoming from the said Public Authority. This Complainant is not aware as to
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not. Further, UThis Complainant has elected to invoke the compiaints ucedurﬂ urde1 the

c

RTI Act for redress as the identity of the nirst uppeilaLe authority befora whom a first appeal

may be filed is not clear. Hence the submission of this Complaint to this Homble

Cormmission.

? .3) According to Section 18(1)(e) of the RTI Act, any person may submit a complaint to this

Hon’ble Commission: if he/she believes that he/she has been given misleading or
false information under the RTI Act. This Complainant believes that the reply
sent by the CPIO specified at para #3(1) on behalf of the 1 Respondent Public
Authority, namely, the PMOC is false and misleading. A perusal of the website of the
PMO reveals the following news update re]atmg to the signing of the Framework Naga
Agreement {(Annexe 5):

“pM witnesses signing of historic peace accord between Govt of India and
NSCN

The Government of India and the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN})
successfully concluded the dialogue on Naga poiitical issue, which has existed for .
six decades, and signed an agreement today in the presence of the Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

Government’s Interlocutor for Naga Peace Talks, Shri R. N. Ravi, signed the
Agreement on behalf of the Government of India. Shri Isak Chishi Swu, Chairman
and Shri Th. Muivah, General Secretary were the signatories on behalf of the NSCN.
The entire top leadership of the NSCN (IM), including all members of the “collective
leadership”, has fully endorsed the agreement and was present during the
ceremony.

This agreement will end the oldest insurgency in the country. It will restore peace
and pave the way for prosperity in the North East. It will advance a life of dignity,
opportunity and equity for the Naga people, based on their genius and consistent
with the uniqueness of the Naga people and their culture and traditions.

. Attempts were made from time to time fo resolve the issue through discussion with
representatives of the Naga people. A fresh attempt for a comprehensive resolution
was initiated with the NSCN in 1997. '

The new Government on assuming power in May 2014 accorded highest priority to
this lingering problem. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has on a number of
occasions, including during visits to the Northeast region, articulated his vision for
transforming the Northeast and has attached the highest priority to peace, security,
connectivity and economic development in the region. This has also been at the
heart of the Government’s. foreign policy, especially “Act East’ Policy.

-The sustained dialogue between the two sides, conducted in a spirit. of equality,
respect and trust, deepened their mutual understanding and confidence, and
enabled the two sides to reach an equitable agreement. The Government of India
recognized the unique history, culture and position of the Nagas and their
sentiments and aspirations. The NSCN understood and appreciated the Indian
pohtlcal system and governance. :

The Government interlocuior also held frequent consultatlons with broad spectrum'
of Naga leaders, including those from the traditional tribal bodies, civil society,
youth and students’ bodies, women'’s groups, elected representatives and other
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In his statement at the signing ceremony, the Hon'Ble Prime Minister lauded the
courage and wisdom of the Naga leaders and civil society and thanked them for
their co-operation in reaching the agreement. He also praised the Naga people for
their support and the NSCN for maintaining the ceasefire for nearly two decades

" that enabled the dialogue to succeed. Prime Minister spoke of his vision for the
transformation of the Northeast region. He also expressed confidence that the
agreement will open a glorious new chapter for the Naga peaple to build a bright
future for Nagaland and also contribute to the nation with a sense of pride and
confidence.

Shri Th. Muivah, General Secretary, NSCN, narrated the history of Nagas’ struggle
and thanked the Hon'ble Prime Minister for his vision and resolve, which made it
possible for the Government of India and the NSCN to reach an honourable
settlement.

Within this framework agreement, details and execution plan will be released
shortly.

Hon'ble Home Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh, National Security Adviser, Shri Ajit Doval
and other high dignitaries of the Government of India were present.

The NSCN was represented by its entire collective ]eadersh|p and senior Ieaders of
various Naga tribes.” ‘

The text of the news update cited above and the photographs recording the occasion of
signing the Framework Naga Agreement are publicly accessible at the following URL:
http://pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pm-withesses-the-signing-of-historic-peace-accord-
between-government-of-india-and-nationalist-socialist-council-of-nagaland-nscn/.  In his
tweets relating to this Naga Framework Agreement the Hon'ble Prime Minister has tweeted
that he personally supervised the negotiations leading to the signing of the agreement. A
copy of this and related tweets of the Hon'ble Prime Minister are in Annexe 5.

Given these incontrovertible facts, the reply of the CPIO specified at para #3(1
above stating that no records relating to any of the information sought in the RTI

application are available with the 1 Respondent Public Authority is patently

false and misleading. It is inconceivable that the 1% Respondent Public Authority will not
have any information relating to the signing of this historic agreement with the Naga leaders
in its records, when the entire ceremony was organised in the presence of the Hon'ble
Prime Minister, other Ministers of his Cabinet and senior officers of the Government of India.
An official news update with photographs have been uploaded on the website of the 1%
Respondent Public Authority. The said CPIO for reasons best known to him has etected to
deny the existence of any and all information about this historic event in the 1% Respondent

Public Authority’s records. This Complainant is aggrieved by this false and misleading reply -

provided by the said CPIO. Hence the submission of this Complaint to this Hon’'ble
Commission.

7.4) Further, according to Section 18(1)(f) of the RTI Act, any person may submit a complaint

Min respect of any other matter relating to-requesting or obtaining access. to records under
this Act.”. This Complainant is before this Hon'ble Commission in more than one case where
the CPIO of the 1%t Respondent Public Authority have wilfully contravened the provisions of
the RTI Act. Their actions stand in stark contrast to the promise of enhanced transparency
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“uesﬁ for Transparency

Prime Minister Narendra Modi firmly believes that transparency and-accountability

" are the two cornerstones of any ‘pro-people government.” Transparency and -
accountability not only connect the people closer to the government but also make
them equal and integral part of the decision making process.

During his record 4 terms as Chief Minister Narendra Modi demonstrated strong
commitment to an open and transparent government. Rules and policies were not
framed in AC Chambers but among the people. Draft policies were put online for
peaple to give their feedback and suggestions. At the same time, initiatives such as
Garib Kalyan Melas ensured that fruits of development directly reach the poor
without any red tape. Another example is model of ‘One Day Governance’ that
focuses on providing time bound services to the citizens by leveraging the e-
governance infrastructure. The main objective of this was to ensure provision of all
Government-to-citizen services covered under the Citizens’ Charter.

His strong resolve to transparency backed by the manner in which he put this
commitment to practice indicates an era of open, transparent and -people- centric |
government for the people of India.”

Despite this clear enunciation of the policy of transparency which.echoes the objectives of.
the RTI Act as spelt out in its Preamble, the actions of the CPIOs of the 1 Respondent
Public Authority are only damaging the reputation of the Hon'ble Prime Minister by showing
him as making promises which his own subordinate officers do not intend to abide by. This
is' conduct unbecoming of a civil servant and deserves to be inquired into by this Hon'ble
Commission using its statutory powers in the interest of preserving the regime of
transparency fostered by the RTI Act to which the Hon'ble Prime Minister has made
commitments time and again publicly. Hence the submission of this Complaint to this
Hon’ble Commission.

7. 5) Further, in his inaugural address at the Annual Convention of the Central Information

Commission titled- “RTI: Qutlook for the Future- Trust through Transparency”, held in
October, 2015, the Hon’ble Prime Minister said that every citizen has the right to question
the administration about its actions as that is the foundation of democracy. He expressed
his desire that the administration move in this direction of becoming more accountable in
order to enhance people’s confidence in the administration. A copy of the text of the said
speech as uploaded on the website of the Press Information Bureau is enclosed at Annexe
6. This being the avowed policy statement of the Hon’ble Prime Minister made at a public
forum, this Complainant believes that he is entitled to receive all the information sought at
in the orlgmal RTL. Hence the submission of this Complaint before thls Hon’ble
Commission.

7.6) Further, in the matter of Union of India vs. Vishwas Bhamburkar, [2013 (297) ELT 500

(Del.)] the Hon’ble Delhi High Court was pleased fo explain the scope and ambit of this
Hon'ble Commission’s powers under the RTI Act in relation to launching inquiries into

missing records/information as follows:
S-S bl mtthy 1
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Informiation taking the stendard plea thet the Informatior scught by the applicant
s not aveilable. Ordinaily, the information which at some roint of time or the
other was available in the records of the government, should continue to be ‘
available with the concerned department unless it has been destroyed in
accordance with the rules framed by that department for destruction of old record.
Therefore, whenever an information is sought and it is not readily available, a
thorough attempt neads to be made to search and locate the information wherever
It may be available. It is only in a case where despite a thorough search and
inguiry made by the responsibie officer, it is concluded that the information sought
by the applicant cannot be traced or was never available with the government ar
has been destroyed in accordance with the rules of the concerned department that
the CPIO/PIO would be justified in expressing his inability to provide the desired
information. Even in the case where it is found that the desired information though
available in the record of the government at some point of time, cannot be traced '
despite best efforts made in this regard, the department concermned must !
necessarily fix the responsibility for the loss of the record and take appropriate I
departmental action against the officers/ officials responsibie for loss of the record. i
Unless such a course of action is adopted, it would be possible for any |
department/ office, to deny the information which otherwise is not exempted from

disclosure, wherever the said department/ office finds it inconvenient to bring such

information.into public domain, and that in turn, would necessarily defeat the very

objective behind enactment of the Right to Information Act. :

8. Since the Commission has the power to direct disclosure of information provided, it |
Is not exempted from such disclosure, it would also have the jurisdiction to direct ‘
an inquiry into the matter wherever it is claimed by the PIO/CPIO that the |
information sought by the applicant is not traceable/ readily traceable/ currently |
traceable. Even in a case where the PIO/CPIO takes a plea that the information
sought by the applicant was never available with the government but, the
Commission on the basis of the material available to it forms a prima facie opinion
that the said information was in fact available with the government, it would be
justified in directing an inquiry by a responsible officer of the department/ office
concerned, to again look into the matter rather deeply and verify whether such an
information was actually available in the records of the government at some point

- of-time or not. After all, it is quite possible that the required information ‘may be
located if a thorough search is made in which event, it could be possible to supply
it to the applicant. Fear of disciplinary action, against the person responsible for
loss of the information, will also work as a deterrence against the willfui
suppression of the information, by vested irterests. It would also be apen to the
Commission, to make an inquiry itself instead of directing an inquiry by the
department/ office concerned. Whether in a particular case, an inquiry cught to be
made by the Commission.or by the officer of the department/ office concerned is a
‘matter to be decided by the Commission in the facts and circumstances of each
such case.” S '

A

Although the Hon'ble Delhi High Court arrived at this finding while inquiring into its powers
under Section 19(8) of the RTI Act, this Compiainant believes that this Hon’ble Commission
can exercise similar powers under Section 18(3) of the RTI Act. This Complainant would like
to point out that this Complaint is not being submitted for the purpose of seeking this
Hon’ble Commission’s intervention to direct the Respondent ‘Public Authorities to disclose
the information sought in the original RTI application. This Complaint Is being submitted to
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on behalf of the 1% Respondent Public Authority. If on the other hand this Hon'ble =
Commission finds in the course of its inquiry that the 2™ Respondent Public Authority and
not the 1% Respondent Public Authority has the records that form the subject matter of the
original RTI appiication that Public Authority may please be directed to make a decision on

- the contents of the original RTI application by its designated CPIO. This Complaint is being
submitted with the limited objective of ascertaining the physical location of the records that
relate to the subject matter of the original RTI application. Therefore this Complainant firmly
believes that the subject matter and the prayers made in this Complaint do not fall within
the scope and ambit of the issues determined by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in the matter
of Chief Information Commissioner & Anr, Vs State of Manipur & Anr. [AIR 2012 SC 864]
with regard to the difference between the appeals proaedures under Section 19 and the
complaint procedure under Section 18 of the RTI Act.fAs the issue is one of making _
determination about the physical location of the records in question this Complainant has
deemed it fit to pray for invoking this Honble Commission’s powers and jurisdiction unde?'
Section 18(1) of the RTI Act. Hence the submission of this Complaint before this
Hom’ble Commission.

7.7) Further, .this Complainant has deemed it fit to submit & single complaint against both
Respondent Public Authorities in order to avoid multiplicity of proceedings hefore this
Hon'ble Commission and save its precious time. The subject matter of this Complaint is
accasioned by a single RTI application and the subsequent manner of its handling by the
two Respondent Public Authorities. For reasons described above, this Compilainant believes
that this is a fit case where this Hon'ble Commission is mandated by the RTI Act to launch
an inquiry and make a determination and issue such directions as prayed for at para #6
above. Hence the submission of this Complaint before this Hon’ble Commission.

7.8) Further, this Complainant wishes to point out that there is no time limit specified in Section
18(1) the RTI Act for the purpose of submitting a complaint against a Public Authority.
However this complaint is being submitted within 30 days of receipt of the most recent
communication from the 1% Respondent Public Authority. Hence this Complainant submits
that there is no undue delay in the submission of this complaint.

8) I hereby verify that the aforementioned facts are true to the best of my
knowledge. I also declare that 1 have authenticated the Annexures to this
complaint. I also affirm that I have transmitted a copy of this Complaint along
with the Annexures to the Respondent Public Authorities.

Slgnature of the Complalnant.

g8 ol /VW
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RTI MATTER/TIME BOUND

No. A- 43020/ 01 /2015-RTI
Government of India/Bharat Sarkar
Ministry of Home Affairs/Grih Mantralaya

gkl

New Delhi, Dated the 8" December, 2015.

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Complaint filed under Section 18 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005 by Shri
Venkatesh Nayak before CIC.

wRk %

This Ministry has received a copy of the complaint dated 29/11/2015
(received on 02/12/2015) filed under Section 18 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005 by Shri
Venkatesh Nayak before the Central Information Commission with reference to his
RTT application dated 23/09/2015.

‘3 Since the application of Shﬁ Venkatesh Nayak was forwarded to the NE
Division vide RTI Section’s O.M. dated 08/10/2015 (copy enclosed), copy of the
complaint is being forwarded to that Division for information/necessary action.

1
(V.K Ragdn )
Deputy Secr (E) & CPIO

Encl: As above

To

Director (NE-I),

Ministry of Home Affairs,
North Block

New Delhi

Copy for information to:

Shri Venkatesh Nayak,
No. 55 A, 3" Floor
Siddharth Chambers-1
Kalu Sarai

New Delhi-110 016.




No. RTI/GoI/PMO/2015/3 . | Date: 23/09/2015

From,

- Venkatesh Nayak : POSTAL ORDER

Kalu Sarai

#55A, 3" Floor
Siddharth Chambers-1 ;

New Delhi-.- 110 016 | Fm 0

To,

FEM@{

The Central Public Information Officer

Government of India

Prime Minister’s Office a2~3/ff /6

South Block 32F 044910
New Delhi- 110 001

Dear sir,

Sub: Request for information under 7he Right to Information Act, 2006

Apropos of the news release dated 03/08/2015 caused to be published by your public
authority on the website of the Press Information Bureau (PIB) relating to the signing of the
“framework agreement”, between the Government of India and the representatives of the
Naticnal Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN), I would like to obtain the following
information under the RTI Act:

1

2)

3)

4)

),

6)

7)

A clear photocopy of the said framework agreement along with Annexures, if any;

A list of all files including electronic files and emails indicating the subject matter,
and date of opening of each file in relation to the said framework agreement held by
your office along with the total number of pages in each file;

A clear copy of all emails and records and documents included in the files referred to
at para #2 above;

A clear photocopy of all communication received from every source in hard copy or
electronic form till date, in relation to the said framework agreement;

Details of the compensation package along with the monthly remuneration paid till
date to the Government Interlocutor mentioned in the said PIB news release and all
other persons providing him assistance;

Item-wise details of the expenditure incurred by the Government of India for
negotiating the framework agreement since 01/01/2015; and

Item-wise details of the funds spent on the travel and accommodation of the

representatives of NSCN in New Delhi for participation in the ceremony of signing the
framework agreement.

I'am a citizen of India. I have attached an IPO (bearing #32F 044910) for Rs. 10/- towards
payment of the prescribed application fee. I would like to point out that the information
specified above is in the nature of information that is required to be proactively disclosed by

1




your public authority under the terms of Section 4(1)(b) and (c) of the RTI Act. As I am
unable to find the said information on your website, I am constrained to submit this formal
request. Kindly inform me of the additional fee payable for obtaunmg the information
described above. -

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

04 udbaldd Mo
| Venkatesh Nayak) | l{,?;/q/




Right to Information

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE '
: South Block

New Delhi-110 011
No. RT1/10617/2015-PMR. o Dated: o /10/2015 L//
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject : Application under Right to Information Act, 2005.

An application dated 23/09/2015 received on 28/09/2015 from Shri Venkatesh
Nayak on the above noted subject is transferred under section 6(3) (ii) of the Right to
Information Act, 2005, for action as appropriate.

Application fee has been received.

(P. K. Sharma)
Under Secretary and
CPIO
Phone: 2338 2590

Home Secretary
Ministry of Home Affairs
North Block, New Delhi — 110 001

Copy by Registered AD to:

Shri Venkatesh Navak You are advised to approach the above public
4 55A. 3" Floor Y authority for further information regarding the
Siddh’arth Chambers-1, Kalu Sarai matter and for any grievance regarding
New Delhi - 110 016 ’ non-receipt of information from above cited

- transferee public authority.
1 4 :
4
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By Speed Post A.D.
Right to Information

PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE

South Block
New Delht - 110 011
No. RTI/10617/2015-PMR Dated: 98 October-2015

To
Shri Venkatesh Nayak,
# 55A, 3 Floor,
Siddharth Chambers-1, Kalu Sarai,
New Delhi - 110 016.

Subject: Application under the Right to Information Act, 2005

Sir,

In continuation of this office’s OM of even no. dated 1.10.2015,
transferring your application to the Ministry of Home Affairs and also
referring the matter to the office for providing inputs, it is informed in
respect of this office that no such information is available Sw Sweo-dn .

2. For the purpose of Section 19 of the Right to Information

Act, 2005, Shri Syed Ekram Rizwi, Director, Prime Minister’s Office, South
Block, New Delhi is the appellate authority in respect of this office.

Yours faithfully,

(P.K. Sharma)

Under Secretary and

Central Public Information Officer
: 2338 2590
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[he Government of India and the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (NSCN) successfully concluded
the.dialogue on Naga political issue, which has
existed for six decades, and signed an agreement
today in the presence of the Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi.

Government’s Interlocutor for Naga Peace Talks,
Shri R. N. Ravi, signed the Agreement on behalf of
the Government of India. Shri Isak Chishi Swu,
Chairman and Shri Th. Muivah, General Secretary
were the signatories on behalf of the NSCN. The
entire top leadership of the NSCN (IM}, including all
members of the “collective leadership”, has fully
endorsed the agreement and was present during
the ceremony.

This agreement will end the oldest insurgency in the
country. It will restore peace and pave the way for
prosperity in the North East. It will advance a life of
dignity, opportunity and equity for the Naga people,
based on their genius and consistent with the
uniqueness of the Naga people and their cutture and .
traditions. ' '

Attempts were made from time to time to resolve
the issue through discussion with representatives of
the Naga people. A fresh attempt for a
comprehensive resolution was initiated with the
NSCN.in 1997.

The new Government on assuming power in May
2014 accorded highest priority to this lingering _
problem. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has on
a number of occasions, including during visits to the
Northeast region, articulated his vision for
transforming the Northeast and has attached the
highest priority to peace, security, connectivity and
economic development in the region. This has also
been at the heart of the Government’s foreign
policy, especially ‘Act East’ Policy.

The sustained dialogue between the two sides,

hltp:!lpmlndia.gov_infervnews_updaleslpm-witnesses-the—signing-of-hisloric-peace—acqord—between—govemment—of—india—and-nationalist—socialist—counci... 312
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conducted in a spirit of equality, respect and trust,
deepened their mutual understanding and
confidence, and enabled the two sides to reach an
equitable agreement. The Government of India
recognized the unique history, culture and position
of the Nagas and their sentiments and aspirations.
The NSCN understood and appreciated the Indian
political system and governance.

The Government interlocutor also held frequent
consultations with broad spectrurn of Naga leaders,
including those from the traditional tribal bodies, |
civil society, youth and students’ bodies, women's I
groups, elected representatives and other

stakeholders. These consultations helped in

distilling the popular aspirations of the Naga peopie 9
and in enhancing a healthy atmosphere of trust and

understanding.

In his statement at the signing ceremony, the
Hon'ble Prime Minister lauded the courage and
wisdom of the Naga leaders and civil society and ‘
thanlked them for their co-operation in reaching the

agreement. He also praised the Naga people for |
their support and the NSCN for maintaining the
ceasefire for nearly two decades that enabled the
dialogue to succeed. Prime Minister spoke of his
vision for the transformation of the Northeast

region. He also expressed confidence that the

agreement will open a glorious new chapter for the

Naga people to build a bright future for Nagaland

and aiso contribute to the nation with a sense of

pride and confidence.

Shri Th. Muivah, General Secretary, NSCN, narrated
the history of Nagas' struggle and thanked the
Hon’ble Prime Minister for his vision and resolve,
which made it possible for the Government of India
and the NSCN to reach an honourable settlement.

Within this framework agreement, details and |
execution plan will be released shortly. }

http:#/pmindia.gov.irnfernews_updates/pm-witnesses-the-signing-of-historic-peace-accord-between-government-of-india-and-nationalisl-socialisl-counci... 412
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Hon'ble Home Minister, Shri Rajnath Singh,
National Security Adviser, Shri Ajit Doval and other
high dignitaries of the Government of India were
present.

The NSCN was represented by its entire collective
leadership and senior leaders of various Naga | |
tribes. . .

PMO India L Fo,,;ﬁ;’”“] ) -
@PMOlndia = e - i N |

My warm greetings to all those present here
today on this historic occasion: PM
" @narendramodi youtube.com/watch?

\
|
v=yStvZI...
6:51 PM - 3 Aug 2015 : ‘ |
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& PMO India . Foliow
#7& @PMOIndia R U
| wish that Shri Isak Swu, who played a
teading role in reaching this agreement, was

present today: PM @narendramodi
6:52 PM - 3 Aug 2015

222 327

%, PMO India " Follow |

F7 i @PMOIndia S

The Naga political issue had lingered for six

decades, taking a huge toll on generations of ‘
our people: PM @narendramodi _ ~ .
6:52 PM - 3 Aug 2015

286 363
i
% PMO India " Follow
#& v @PMOindia e

I sincerely thank Shri Isak Swu, Shri Muivah
and other Naga leaders for their wisdom and
courage: PM @narendramodi

6:53 PM - 3 Aug 2015

261 375 ) |
& PMO India T Follow | -
##°\ @PMOlndia St -

| have the deepest admiration for the great
Naga people for their extraordinary support to
the peaCe efforts: PM @narendramodi '
6:53 PM - 3 Aug 2015

250 385
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& PMOIndia { Follow ]
# y @PMCIndia 0 e

My relationship with the North East has been
deep. | have travelled to Nagaland on many
occasions: PM youtube.com/watch?
v=yStvZl. .

6:54 PM - 3 Aug 2015

12»%1 YouTube @YouTube

FM at signing cerernony of .

r/, .
[T

234 341

4 PMOIndia | Follow |
-y @PMOIndia S

| have been deeply impressed by the rich and
diverse culture and the unique way of life of
. the Naga people: PM @narendramodi
© 6:54 PM - 3 Aug 2015

270 408
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%. PMO India 1 Follow |
#& \ @PMOIndia
The Naga courage and commitment are
legendary. Equally, they represent the highest
levels of humanism: PM @narendramodi

8:55 PM - 3 Aug 2015

247 382
£#\ @PMOIndia

Unfortunately, the Naga problem has taken so
long to resolve because we did not
understand each other: PM @narendramadi
6:55 PM - 3 Aug 2015

308 479

i PMO India  Follow
£7\ @PNOIndia B —

Since becoming Prime Minister last year,
peace, security & economic transformation of
North East has been amongst my highest
priorities: PM

6:57 PM - 3 Aug 2015

498 K90
% PMO India " Follow
) @PMOIndia b

| asked my office to supervise these talks and
| personally kept in touch with the progress:
PM @narendramodi

6:58 PM - 3 Aug 2015

247 428
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|
| want to especially thank my senior colleague I

Home Minister Shri @BJPRajnathSingh

. whose support and advice was invaluable: PM

6:58 PM - 3 Aug 2015

308 520
PMO India " Follow
‘ ) @PM O I nd |a [

| join the nation in saluting you and conveying
our good wishes to the Naga people: PM

@narendramodi
7:00 PM - 3 Aug 2015
407 628
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Violence has never solved any problem : PM
@narendramodi

7:08 PM - 3 Aug 2015
589 087

htip:#prn india.gov.inen/news_updates/pm-witnesses-the-signing- of- historic- peace-accord-between-government- of-india-and-naticnalist-

. , | Follow
"3y @PMOIndia e

PM witnesses signing of historic peace accerd between Govt of India and NSCN | Prime Minister of India

socialist~coun...  10/12




15 PM witnesses signing of hislorie peace accord between Govt of India and NSCN | Prime Minister of India

Narendra Modi ("MHWH‘MFo,lOW }
m @narendramodi . S N

Today, we mark not merely the end of a
problem but the beginning of a new future.
#Nagaland nm4.in/1g0sUvP

8:17 PM ~ 3 Aug 2015
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