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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OP LAW

New Delhi, the 18th September, 1947

ORDINANCE No. XVII OF 1947

AN

ORDINANCE

to confer certain special powers upon officers of the armed forces in certain disturbed
areas in the Provinces of East Punjab and Delhi.

WHEREAS an emergency has ARISEN which makes it necessary to confer certain
special powers upon officers of the armed forced in certain disturbed areas of the
Provinces of East Punjab and Delhi ;

Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 42 of the GOV-
erimient of India Art, 1935 (26 Geo. 5, c. 2), as adapted by the India (Provisional
Constitution) Order, 1947, the Governor General in pleased to make and promulgate
the following Ordinance :—

3. Short title, extent and commencement.— (1) This Ordinance may be
culled the East Punjab and Delhi Disturbed Areas (Special Powers of Armed forces)
Ordinance, 1947.

(2) It extends to the whole of the Provinces of East Punjab and Delhi.
(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Special powers of officers of military or air forces.—Any commis-
nioned officer, warrant officer or non-commissioned officer of His Majesty's military
or air forces may, in any area in respect of which a proclamation under sub-section (I)
of section 15 of the Police Act, 1861 (V of 1861) is for the time being in force or which
is for the time, being declared by the Provincial Government under any other law to
be a disturbed or dangerous area,—

(a) if in his opinion it in necessary so to do for the maintenance of public
order, after giving such warning, if any, as he may consider necessary, fire upon
or otherwise use force, oven to the causing of drath, against any person who is
acting in contravention of any law or order for the time being in force in the said
area prohibiting the assembly of five or more persons or the carrying of weapons
or of things capable of being used as weapons ;
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(b) arrest without warrant any person who has committee] a cognizable
offenoe, or against whom a reasonable suspicion existn that lie- IUIH (omniiitid
or is about to commit a cognizablo offence ;

(c) enter and search, without warrant, any premises to make any such an eat
as aforesaid, or to recovor any person believed to be wtonKfuUy retrained or con
fined, or any property reasonably suspected to bo stolen property, or any arms
believed to be unlawfully kept, in such premises.

3. Protection ol persona acting under this Ordinance.—No pioscoution,
suit or other legal proceeding shall be instituted, except with the previous wanotion of
the Central Government, against any person in respect of anything done or purport
ng to be done in exercise of the powers conferred by section 2.

MOUNTBATTEN OF BURMA,

ffovernor-Gentral.

K. V. K. SUNDARAM,
Seoy. to the Govt af Imlm

FDBLIilHin BY THH M,tK*aBB OP PUBUOAIIONB, DlLBI, (IMDU).
PJUTHTO VT IHI MANAOER OovntNiUNT or INDIA PHEBB, NIW DBLHI, (INCU).


