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Residents refute internal probe findings, say that they were away at a festival

An internal enquiry by the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has found that people from at least three villages “participated”
in the April 24 attack on security personnel in Sukma district of Chattisgarh.

In one of the worst attacks in seven years, 25 CRPF personnel were killed in the ambush carried out by the Maoists.

An official who conducted the enquiry said that most of the villagers from Burkapal, Chintagufa and Kasalpara were “passive
participants” and provided food and shelter to the Maoists, under threat.

Helped the injured

After the encounter got over, some armed Maoist cadre, who were injured, were provided medical aid by the villagers of
Kasalpara, said the official.

He, however, added that such help from villagers was not unusual, and it was commonly observed in the Left Wing Extremism
(LWE) affected areas.

The villagers have, however, denied the allegations, saying that they were away at a festival.

“No one was in the village when the attack took place. All had gone to neighbouring forests to celebrate Biju Pondam (harvest
festival)…no one from the village was involved. There was no firing from the village, when we came back, we heard the
gunshots and locked ourselves inside our houses,” said Vijaya Dula, sarpanch (head) of Burkapal village, one of the three
villages accused of extending help to Maoists.

Recently, the Chattisgarh Police, as part of its crackdown against Maoists, took into custody a former sarpanch of Chintagufa
for his alleged involvement in the attack.

The CRPF team came under attack while it was providing protection to a road construction team. The 56-kilometre road
between Dornapal and Jagargunda in Sukma has been under construction for more than two years.
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